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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Smashing A Water Vat to
Save a Drowning Friend—

Sima Guang
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on June 12, 1987
English translation by Miguel Gracia and Min Zhang
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Acclaimed are both his political capacity and scholarship. His political philosophy
was one of benevolence, which earned his a good reputation among the common
people. His virtue and knowledge were praised by everybody. Why?

Unmatched is his loyalty to both the emperor and country. It is because he was
very patriotic and loyal, never showing any selfishness. He truly stood out among his
peers, with none being his equal.

Sincere and honest after learning his lesson at a young age. He always spoke
the truth and never spoke a lie. When he was young, he once lied and was disciplined
by his father; he learned his lesson and never lied again. You need both a kind and
compassionate mother, as well as a father who can both educate and discipline children
in order for them to develop their wholesome character. All through his life, Sima
Guang had never told a lie; all he uttered was truthful, factual, and reliable.

Comprehensive Mirror full of good advice for government. Those who want to
learn benevolent politics should study this book by Sima Guang, and take it as a book
of good guidance.

Sima the Duke of Wenguo treasures books above all else. Sima the Duke of
Wenguo regarded books as the greatest treasure, as the ancients said, “The state of Chu
does not treasure precious things; instead it takes practicing goodness as its sole treasure.”
Material possessions mean nothing when compared with a fondness of reading. Sima
Guang must have been very fond of books, proficient at learning, and also kind and

compassionate.
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Serving monks meals and spreading teachings, acquiring
blessings and wisdom. He offered meals to monastics and helped
spread Buddhadharma, thus accumulating blessings and wisdom.

Early indeed, early indeed, the blossoming of Prajna. Observing
his character throughout his life, we can see that he definitely had
Prajna wisdom. After the Prajna flower blossoms it will bear the fruit
of Prajna. Early indeed, early indeed means that he would certainly
become awakened soon. In other words, he could enlighten himself,
and then enlighten others. In order to cultivate the transcendental
Dharma and practice the Bodhisattva path, he first performed deeds
of merit in this world. Regardless of our position, role, or class in the
world; such as being involved in the political arena, we should all do
good and benefit others. We should prepare ourselves for the path
towards the Pure Land of Ultimate Bliss by always doing good. By the
time you have perfected the practice of doing good, you will naturally

arrive at the destination of Pure Land. &



