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Buddhism without Borders:

Reanimating the Teachings

Over = the 2013 ‘Thanksgiving break,  a
delegation. from Dharma Realm Buddhist
University (DRBU) visited Taiwan in the spirit
of promoting the educdtional vision of the
Venerable ‘Master. The theme of this trip was
“Buddhism without Borders: Reanimating the

Téaqhings.”
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Buddhism without Borders:

Reanimating the Teachings
—DRBU Visits Taiwan 2013
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(Continued from the front inner cover)

The last DRBU visit to Taiwan was in June 2011. At that time,
DRBU met with a number of Buddhist educational institutions to
learn how Buddhist Education was developing in Taiwan. The insights
from that visit helped DRBU greatly in developing its two new
degree programs: a BA in Liberal Arts and an MA in
Buddhist Classics.

The first university visit was to Dharma
Drum Buddhist College (DDBC). The

morning began with an engaging
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roundtable  discussion  between

the faculty and administrators
of DDBC. Dharma
Huiming, the President of DDBC,

welcomed everyone, and Dr. Wei-

Master

Jen Teng facilitated the discussion.

The conversation began with DRBU
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developed BA and MA programs. They
explained DRBU’s unique approach of
allowing students to engage directly with
classic texts, which is especially important
for Buddhism because Western models of
understanding has so far reduced Buddhist DharmA Ream News
scholarship to an objective “study” without
allowing for direct experience.

Dr. Verhoeven explained that in the 1970s, Richard Robinson,
founder of the first Ph.D. Program in Buddhist Studies in North America
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, had said that Buddhism had
its own critical methodology that deconstructed itself, and part of this
methodology required practice. DRBU, in its new programs, would be
exploring “Buddhist hermeneutics” alongside “Western hermeneutics”

to give students multiple lenses to see the texts they are reading.
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Many of Taiwan’s educational leaders went abroad to study Western
educational policies and frameworks and then applied them to the
Taiwanese educational system. Consequently, DDBC and DRBU faced
similar requirements for their educational programs. One of these areas was
setting up “measurable learning outcomes”—what are students learning
and how can you prove that they have learned it?

“How do you measure compassion?” Dr. Teng asked. DM Huiming
followed with the question, “How about grading?” DRBU’s answer: The
key is to know what your outcomes are. You can say that students will be
exposed to and be familiar with the Great Books, but you don’t want to say
that they will be enlightened. After all, how do you measure enlightenment?

In the afternoon, Dr. Martin Verhoeven gave a public lecture on the
theme of the trip, “Buddhism without Borders.” A key message in his talk
was that Master Hua taught that Buddhism was not bound by time or
space -- he was not teaching “Chinese Buddhism” or even “Buddhism,” but
rather a universal wisdom that all living beings could access. Master Hua
did not teach a lifeless “form” that blindly followed tradition, but rather
he was teaching directly to the hearts and minds of his students. He was
giving the traditional forms of practice new life and meaning. He said that
he did not want to make Buddha images out of wood, stone, or clay, but
rather he wanted to make living Buddhas of flesh and blood. “Sad to say,”
Dr. Verhoeven joked, “he only had the likes of us to work with. We were
not very good material.”

Rev. Heng Sure was invited to lead an evening event, “Chan & Tea”, and
gave a lecture the next morning based on his dissertation on the Avatamsaka
Sutra. The morning class had an unexpected turnout of students: 120
students squeezed together in a small classroom space. Professor Aming
Tu, who invited Rev. Heng Sure to give the talk, said that this was an
unprecedented turnout. Never before had so many students come for a
guest lecture. In fact, teachers of the Sangha University let their students
out so that they could attend the talk.

On the same morning, the Bhikshunis DM Heng Liang, DM Heng
Yin, DM Heng Jiao, DM Jin Guo, and DM Jin Cang with Dr. Verhoeven
and Mr. Powers went to visit Hua Fan University. Similar to the visit to
DDBC, there was a roundtable discussion in the morning followed by a
campus tour. Dr. Jue introduced Hua Fan University as a place dedicated
to enlightenment and virtue. The curriculum is not strictly Buddhist, but
rather inspired by the values of Buddhism.

On November 28", Rev. Heng Sure gave his third lecture at Dharma
Drum in the morning on Buddhism in the West, especially the challenges
and opportunities facing the Sangha. He emphasized the importance of an
educated Sangha. Given the state of the world now, just being “pure” is not
enough; monastics need to have an up-to-date understanding of the world
so as to be able to relate to and teach the laity. Otherwise, monastics will

be seen as irrelevant.
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He also outlined many places Buddhism had something to offer
the West:

(1) bringing forward humanity through virtue,

(2) vegetarianism—a harmless diet,

(3) no militarization—the Sangha does not go to war, and

(4) a simplicity of lifestyle based on the monastic rules that does
not celebrate greed. At the end of the talk, Prof. Tu noted
that Taiwan will soon be facing what the West is facing now,
so the students should pay special attention.

On November 29%, the entire delegation went to National Taipei
University (NTPU). Chancellor Fu-Jing Shiue welcomed everyone at the
entrance of the school. For the morning roundtable discussion, Chancellor
Shiue had also invited two university presidents. Dr. Jien-Ming Jue (4
)
challenges. At the end of the 20" century, Taiwan had developed its

from Huafan University commented on Taiwan’s educational

education in specialized fields but had neglected the humanities. The
challenge in the 21* century is the rapid development of technology and
the pervasiveness of the media in students” lives. Dr. Yung-cheng Hsich
(#1#EZK) from the National Taiwan University of Arts (ZEZ{TA
), echoed President Jue’s reflections on how Taiwan has overlooked
the humanities. Personally, Dr. Hsich wants to foster in students a sense
of creativity, an understanding of their unique strengths, and how to
cooperate and work together rather than be in constant competition.

Dr. Verhoeven explained that Master Hua challenged DRBU to
create an educational program that was based on the wisdom traditions
of Asia that saw the human nature as full and complete, lacking nothing.
The goal of education, then, is not to add to the nature, but rather to
uncover and disentangle it from the encumbrances that have grown over
it. This viewpoint requires a completely different approach to teaching.
Education is not simply about what you teach, but how you teach.
And just as important is the character of the teacher, which in itself is
a hidden curriculum that profoundly impacts the students. This quality
then requires the faculty to be actively engaged in self-cultivation and
developing their virtue.

Mr. Powers also pointed to the human nature as being critical for the
educational developments in Taiwan. The ever increasing specialization
and departmentalization of higher education is a problem as it gets
further away from the root of humanity. If science and technology
and the humanities are separated from each other, then the society will
develop many problems because the cement of the culture comes from the
humanity of people. In the afternoon public talk, Mr. Powers continued
to elaborate on how DRBU’s approach to education might be of benefit
to Taiwan. He saw that Taiwan had many of the same elements of what
America was like in the 1960s and 1970s. There was a strong sense of

trust, even for strangers, as well as communal harmony and support. He
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hoped that these qualities would not be lost with the influx of Western
culture through technology, media, and materialism.

He outlined four areas worth exploring for the development of
an education that would be able to address the modern mind but be

grounded in humaneness and virtue.

(1) Humans possess an inherent nature that is full and
complete, not lacking anything—as opposed to the
Western view which presents humans as sinful or
incomplete.

(2) Virtue is not something that is applied from the outside,
like morality, but rather, it is simply that one’s inherent
nature is not moved by desire. Virtue is developed from
getting in touch with the place of stillness and purity that
can be found in oneself.

(3) Wisdom as a profound understanding of cause and
effect. Science and technology can be approached from
this perspective. Science, then, is one (among many)
ways of understanding how the world works, namely, the
observable material world. And, finally,

(4) compassion, which flows out of the wisdom of seeing how
everything is interconnected through cause and effect
and how there really is no “individual” separated from

everyone else.

In addition to promoting the educational vision of the Venerable
Master, the delegation also participated in a number of Dharma events.
The first one on November 24", was at Amitabha Bodhi Park in
Hualien for an Earth Store Bodhisattva “Opening Light” Ceremony.
On the evening of November 26", Gwhyneth Chen, a disciple of the
Venerable Master, gave a piano concert at the National Theater Concert
Hall in Taipei. This event was jointly sponsored by the Asia Music &
Arts and the Hsuan Hua Foundation. The concert was followed by a
short reception where Rev. Heng Sure, on behalf of the Hsuan Hua
Foundation, presented Gwhyneth with the Hsuan Hua Humanitarian
Award to acknowledge how she had used her talents as a world-class
pianist to benefit society and humankind.

On November 30", the delegation went to Taichung where Rev.
Heng Sure interviewed each of the delegation members on stage. Prof.
Aming Tu, as a guest, observed how he saw the group coming from
America to Taiwan as pioneers similar to Buddhism coming to China
2,000 years ago—they were bringing Buddhism to a new land. At the
same time, they were also like DM Xuanzang who not only influenced
Chinese Buddhism, but had a major impact on Indian Buddhism as
well. The delegation coming back to Taiwan was having the same effect

here in Asia.
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On the last day of the delegation, the
group went to Dharma Realm Buddhist
Books Distribution Society to participate
in another Dharma Assembly. In addition
to the talks around Buddhist education,
there was a transmission of the Three
Refuges and Five Precepts. DRBU hopes
to return again in the near future to
continue the conversations it has begun
in Taiwan and is very grateful to all who
participated. From everyone’s dedication,
hard work, and cooperation, we are
able to bring the Venerable Master’s
vision for virtue-based education to the

contemporary world.
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