You Are So Stupid! =Rt

By Richard Josephson (Formerly Dharma Master Heng Kong) B HEEA (ATEEE)
Chinese Translation by Yi-Xing =

“You are so stupid,” my teacher Master Hsuan Hua often said to me. Whenever I asked myself why, the same answer would come:
“because you are like everyone else.” He said the same words to all of us, with such a sense of compassion and frustration it could not
help but move you.

His choice of words, being a Manchurian and a non-native English speaker, may not have been the most eloquent to an outsider
who didn’t know what he meant, but to those of us who had been with him throughout the years and heard it countless times, we had
no doubt what he was talking about. Our view of the world and ourselves and our relationship between the two was so vastly different
from his view that his meaning could not escape us. In fact, he didn’t really have to say it, we could tell from just being around him,
And it didn’t matter if you were a college grad or drop out, it was always plain as day that he saw an entirely different world than we
did.

But, what world was he seeing that our failure to see was so frustrating to him? The short answer might be that he felt a connection
to the world of our everyday experience that we fail to experience. And it is our failure to correctly grasp this relationship that is the
cause of us creating many obstacles for ourselves. Whereas, his was a world of complete freedom without attachment to anything, ours
is one with many attachments that causes us to seck with our own self interest in mind. He was completely free of any selfish intent
and this allowed him to take joy in others gains as well as the joy of bringing happiness to others.

In Buddhist terms, he was a bodhisattva, whereas we were just ordinary self cherishing beings seeking our own advantage, never
recognizing that even if all such wishes were fulfilled, they would be inherently terribly self circumscribed and limited, whereas
without such a view, the possibility for happiness is limitless.

‘When my teacher said “stupid” he meant what is usually translated as “ignorance,” and in a Buddhist context it is not our usual
kind of ignorance, but an ignorance of a special sort wherein we are fundamentally mistaken about everything. “Ignorance” is the first

of the “Three Poisons,” the first in the list of the “Twelve Links of Conditioned Co-production, and one of the Six Root Defilements,

amongst other lists. It is why we are not enlightened, why we are “born in a stupor and die in a dream”. &
BRALAZRE—— (KRHBTEHEIEELK) Calligraphy by the Venerable Master Hua— The Shurangama Sutra
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The World Honored One said , “It is because living beings are impeded by guest-dust and affliction that they do not realize bodhi or become
arhats. At that time , what caused you who have now realized the holy fruit to become enlightened?” Then Ajnatakaundinya arose and
said to the Buddha, “Of the elders now present in the grear assembly, only I received the name ‘understanding’ because I was enlightened to
the meaning of the word guest-dust’ and realized the fruition. World Honored One, it is like a traveler who stops as a guest at a roadside
inn, perhaps for the night or perhaps for a meal. When he has finished lodging there or when the meal is finished, he packs his baggage and
sets out again. He does not remain there at leisure. The host himself, however, does not go far away. Considering it this way, the one who
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Ananda said,” The Tathagata is asking where the mind is located. Now that I use my mind to search for it thoroughly, I propose that precisely
what is able to investigate is my mind.” The Buddhpa said ,””Hey! Ananda, that is not your mind.” Startled, Ananda, leapt from his seat,stood
and put his palms together, and said to the Buddha, “If its not my mind, what is it?” The Buddha said to Ananda, It is your perception of
false appearances based on external objects which deludes your true nature and has caused you from beginningless time to your present life to
recognize a thief as your son, to lose your eternal source, and to undergo the wheel’s turning.”
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does not remain is called the guest, and the one who does remain is called the host. The word ‘guest, then, means one who does not remain.’
Again,when the sky clears up, the morning sun rises with all resplendence, and its golden rays stream into a house through a crevice to reveal
particles of dust in the air. The dust dances in the rays of light, but the empty space is motionless. Considering it this way, what is clear and still
is called space, and what moves is called dust. The word ‘dust,” then, means‘that which moves.” Your bodies and your minds all appear within
the wonder of the bright, true, essential, wonderful mind. Why do I say that you have lost track of what is fundamentally wonderful in you,
the perfect, wonderful bright mind, and that in the midst of your bright and enlightened nature, you mistake the false for the real because of
ignorance and delusion?”
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