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You Must
Cultivate Diligently!
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A Talk Given by Bhikkhuni Heng Nai
on May 18th, 2013 at the Buddha Hall of CTTB

English Translation by Echo Hsueh
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All Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, Venerable Master, all good wise advisors,
and all fellow cultivators, this is Heng Nai. I would like to share my
personal experiences of my twenty-seven years in CTTB.

My very first time bowing at the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance
was back in 1986. Back then, I was a lay woman who lived in CTTB. I
told the Venerable Master that I would like to leave the home life. The
Venerable Master said, “To leave the home life, one has to work in the
kitchen for three years.” Thus I was assigned to sort out vegetables and
wash dishes in the kitchen.

At that time, the vegetables we had were not as fresh and as good as
what we have now. We collected what other people threw away, which
were mostly rotten, so we had to pick through, wash, cut, and freeze
them. There was a lot of work to be done. Then I would wash dishes.
Especially during Dharma gatherings as large as the Ten Thousand
Buddhas Repentance, there were a lot of dishes to wash. Therefore, I
was only able go inside and bow, and to learn to bow, whenever I had
free time.

When I just walked in to bow, the Venerable Master was sitting in
the middle on the platform and said, “Someone had killed ants.” I then
thought, “Wow! I hadn’t told anybody that I had killed ants. How did
the Master know about it?”

I hadn’t heard of precepts when I lived at home; I had only heard
of Three Refuges and didn’t know that there were five precepts to be
received. There were lots of ants at home. My sister-in-law brought a
can of pesticide, so I sprayed the whole line of ants with it and killed
them all. Not long afterwards, her back looked like a fire had burnt it,
leaving burn marks everywhere. Therefore, we are lucky to be learning
about precepts today. Many laypeople have received the Bodhisattva
precept, and they are especially lucky!

When I started bowing at that time, we bowed to 11,100 Buddhas
with the same tune, the tune we use to make the daily transference
nowadays. I was so moved when we started chanting “ah” that tears
kept rolling down my cheeks. It continued for a few days. I looked at
the people around me, and they were all in tears. It felt kind of odd. The
Venerable Master came and told us, “It’s because your karmic creditors
in the past eons have finally found the right path after searching for a

long time. They were so touched that they moved you into tears.”
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Nowadays, we chant to many different tunes. Back in 1990 when Dharma
Master Heng Qi was an abbot, we were novice nuns. Many novice nuns liked
to chant and play Dharma instruments, so the abbot DM Heng Qi personally
taught us to do so. Because he majored in music in the past, he was really
cautious and serious when teaching us to count the beats. For some reason, he
suddenly asked us to stop. We asked him why he made us stop, and he told us,
“You're counting the beats wrong!”

I thought, “As long as the cantor can chant, does it matter if we count
the beats wrong?” Then I thought, “I'm not the abbot, and we should listen
to the abbot. If the abbot told us we did it wrong, we must practice from the
beginning.” Therefore we really appreciated him. Without his training, we
would be unable to play the Dharma instruments and chant nowadays.

Back then, there were many great Dharma protectors who guarded and
protected the Dharma sincerely, and they were all aware of the state of the
Venerable Master. Lots of people made meal-offerings at that time, and there
were sixty or seventy of us novice nuns in charge of various duties in the temple.
The meal-offerings included the regular meal-offering, the As-You-Wish Meal-
Offering, the Ten-thousand-Buddhas Great Meal-Offering, and even the meal-
offering to request the Venerable Master to lecture. Women were in charge of the
Dharma instruments and cantor duties. The Dharma assemblies were all really
well adorned. The Venerable Master also complimented these sixty or seventy
of us novice nuns because we had all worked together closely for the monastery
without making any mistakes.

We had a 108-day precept-training period in 1991, from March 28th to
July 14th. We were very lucky because the Venerable Master personally taught
us novice nuns the precepts and transmitted to us the Forty-Two Hands-and-
Eyes and Avatamsaka Syllabary. CTTB held the Water, Land, and Air Great
Assembly for the first time in 1987. The Venerable Master had invited abbots
from Mainland Chinese monasteries to hold the Water, Land, and Air Great
Assembly. I was extremely amazed at how wonderfully they played the Dharma
instruments.

The monastery was divided into an inner altar and outer altar back then.
When I entered the Long Life Hall, which was being arranged as an altar at that
time, I heard a Dharma Master tell some children, “I can swallow needles.” I
was so nervous that I asked the Dharma Master, “How could you teach children
to swallow needles?” He stared at my daughter and told her, “Your mom has a
bad temper!” Then I walked out of the Long Life Hall through the side door
and ran into the Venerable Master. The Venerable Master then told me “Guo-
Neng, you must cultivate diligently! You'll open the Heavenly Eye!” I thought,
“I haven’t even heard of the Heavenly Eye!” Later on, when I was a novice nun,
the Venerable Master talked about the “Five Eyes” in the Ordination Hall. That
was when [ realized what the Heavenly Eye was.

I first came to CTTB in 1979 for the Opening-Light ceremony for the
Thousand-Hand-and-Eye Guan Yin Bodhisattva statue. Back then, I was at the
Gold Wheel Monastery and heard people talking about coming to CTTB to
attend the “Opening-Light” ceremony for the Guan Yin Bodhisattva. I thought,
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“What is ‘opening-light’?” Thus I came with my mom. The Buddha
Hall at the time was the current small Dining Hall. Since it was covered
with long-hair carpets, we removed our shoes before going inside. Even
though we wore really thick socks because it was winter, I stepped on a
thumbtack when we circumambulated.

At first I thought, “How can a tiny thumbtack hurt me so badly?”
Then I turned around and saw many people still following behind me. I
made a vow in my mind. “It’s okay. The tack already hurt me. Just don’t
hurt the people behind me.” Then I saw the image of the Sixth Patriarch
glowing in red light. On the way back to my dorm, where the current
men’s dorm is, I saw lots of flashes of sparkling golden light along the
way. There were so many of them, so beautiful and so well adorned. I
asked my mother, who was right next to me, if she saw any light. She
said no!

When I attended a Buddhist course at DRBU in 1999, I chose
Varja Sutra to fulfill the requirement of six units in Sutra memorization.
As T was memorizing “The Tathagata knew the various minds of all
living beings,” I came to realize that I had made a vow at Gold Wheel
Monastery to come to see the lights, so the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
were fulfilling my wishes by showing me lots of lights. Thus our
Venerable Master is a living Buddha, a high Sangha, and a great virtuous
one of our time. Our Venerable Master had five eyes and six spiritual
penetrations. If our Venerable Master didn’t have the five eyes and six
spiritual penetrations, he wouldn’t be able to cross me over. I am really
ashamed of myself.

The Venerable Master told my mother that he had made the vow
in a past life to cross me over, and it is especially difficult to cross me
over. Thus I thought I should repent seriously during the Ten Thousand
Buddhas Repentance. Amitabha! ®
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subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:
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EXSEHIE In America & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

OHEHNE In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055 Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: pgysm1@gmail.com
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