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By Bhikshuni Heng Yin
Chinese Translation by
Annabel Wu and Sandy Hsich

Over Thanksgiving break, I had a chance to spend nine days in
Taiwan. The previous time I had traveled to Taiwan was in 1993
with the delegation led by the Venerable Master. At that time
I was a recently ordained bhikshuni, and I remember the Ven.
Master working nonstop, giving lectures, transmitting precepts
in the Banqiao Stadium, and traveling throughout Taiwan to
meet people, despite the fact that he was in poor health.

This time, I was a member of a DRBU delegation, and the
first event on our schedule was a visit to the newly-established
Bodhi Park in Hualien. Bodhi Park covers a large area in the
scenic Hualien foothills, pieced together little by little as the
land adjoining DRBA’s original Amitabha Monastery became
available; now it has become a serene place for focused
cultivation and the future location of a Buddhist Academy for
‘Women.

On November 24, we left bustling Taipei and traveled by
train to Hualien, enjoying the mountain and ocean views along
the way. When we arrived at Amitabha Monastery’s Bodhi Park,
I felt awed by the serenity of the place — the verdant mountains
shrouded in mist, the majestic tall white Guanyin image with
the leaping carp at her feet, and all the people chanting Namo
Guanshiyin Pusa in welcome.

First, we paid our respects in the bright and elegant Proper

Dharma Hall, with its roof-tiles bearing the Venerable Master’s
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handwritten “Om” syllable. This Hall has a natural,
grounded feeling. Next, we attended the meal
offering in the new Dining Hall. At the front of
the dining hall, a statue of the Ven. Master Hua
is seated, below Great Master Xuyun’s portrait and
poem, on the huge polished tree trunk — what a
beautiful way of extending a fallen tree’s life!
During lunch, we were treated with a “home
video” of every stage of the construction process.
The most striking thing in the video was that every
step was done in a culture where work is cultivation,

and the Dharma was infused into the work.

=Xl Mount Yushan, Taiwan

During the entire process, at least 3-7 times daily on site or
wherever they were, the Dharma Masters led everyone in chanting the
Shurangama Mantra and dedicating the merit to the accomplishment
of this bodhimanda devoted to propagating the Proper Dharma and the
Patriarchs’ mind-transmission, creating a pure land on Earth, bringing
peace to the world, rescuing sentient beings from suffering, and developing
talent in the Sangha.

No matter how tired they were from working, they continued; rain
or shine, they worked in the day and participated in a lively sutra lecture
and discussion at night. Laypeople from the north, central and southern
parts of Taiwan all came to Hualien to help out. Those who could not be
there in person committed to reciting, on their own, a certain number of
mantras dedicated to the successful completion of the monastery.

Indeed, we could see that not merely has a monastery been created,
but a vibrant community of Buddhist disciples has come together in its

creation. Everyone—old and young, male and female, monastic and lay—
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Proper Dharma Hall at Amitabha Bodhi Park, Hualien

had smiles on their faces as they cleared the construction debris, lifted
heavy rocks, pulled wheelbarrows, washed the road, poured cement, or
cooked lunch for everyone. The nuns did not forget to propitiate the
local spirits of the earth and waterways, asking for their support and
dedicating a permanent altar to them.

Following the meal offering, we participated in the ceremony for
Opening the Light on the image of Earth Store Bodhisattva. Earth
Store Bodhisattva is named after the Earth, which nurtures all things
to grow.

In his commentary on the Earth Store Sutra, the Venerable Master
listed ten meanings of the Earth. In Chapter Two, 7he Division Bodies
Gather, Shakyamuni Buddha tells Earth Store Bodhisattva, “I may
appear as a mountain, a forest, a stream, a spring, a river, a lake, a
fountain, or a well in order to benefit people. I use all these ways to
save beings.” Not only is Earth Store Bodhisattva named after the
Earth with its many virtues, but the Buddha also manifests as part of
nature in order to awaken beings.

In his commentary on the Flower Adornment Sutra, the Master also
describes the Earth as a living being: “The Earth takes soil as its flesh,
and inside the flesh there is blood, bones, and muscles. The rivers,
lakes, and seas are the blood circulation system. The rocks and the
minerals—gold, silver, copper, iron, tin, and lead—are the bones.” The
Earth is like a person but on a bigger scale, both in space and time.
Just as people get sick every so often, so does the Earth. Tsunamis,
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and landslides are like the colds,
fevers, vomiting, and coughing of the Earth.

As humans greedily clear mountaintops and forests to reap the

precious minerals and fossil fuels that she bears, dig tunnels through
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her body, or deplete her aquifers, the Earth suffers silently. But when
our collective abuses reach overwhelming proportions—when
karmic actions have reached their tipping point—the repercussions
are inevitably catastrophic.

During this trip, several of us had the opportunity to view
the acclaimed documentary Beyond Beauty: Taiwan from Above
directed by engineer and aerial photographer Chi Po-lin. Having
photographed Taiwan by helicopter for the National Highway
Engineering Bureau for two decades, he had seen both its natural
beauty and its rampant destruction.

He knew that if everyone could see what he saw, they would
at least stop and think whether they should continue doing those
things, which are so harmful. Every material object is a confluence
of causes and conditions. When we eat a bite of rice, we should
remember the farmer’s sweat under the sun. When we use a t-shirt
or a cellphone, we should know that it contains many workers’
toil and that its components have traveled hundreds or thousands
of miles, composed of raw materials from different countries,
often involving child or slave labor or even instigating competitive
struggles or war. How much pollution has resulted from its
production, and how much e-waste will result from its disposal?

Once we know the devastation that consuming certain products
or living a certain lifestyle does to our “mother” Earth, can we still
live the same way without feeling anything? Wisdom is the ability
to clearly see cause and effect and to act only in ways that will
have beneficial results. We can start by opening our eyes and ears to
observe what is happening to our living environment, and we can
talk about it with those around us and let them be aware as well.
By opening our eyes and seeing the results of our excessive drive
for more stuff, more, more convenience, we can awaken our good
conscience, tap into our inherent wisdom, and exert our power to
change how we live and think. If we do not do this, the prospects
for the future are dire indeed, and time is running out.

A natural environment and wholesome influences can help us
to discover this conscience. Walking or meditating in a forest or
by a mountain stream can be revitalizing. It is in the presence of
Mother Nature that our own nature and conscience awaken. In
Taiwan, Hualien Amitabha Monastery and Bodhi Park is a perfect
place to cultivate that awakening. We can start by emulating Earth
Store Bodhisattva and the Venerable Master and learning to be
filial. If we can feel or realize our parents’ love, we will want to
repay it. Then we will have the capacity for love and respect that
can extend to other people and eventually to all living beings and
the Earth.

In the spirit of Earth Store Bodhisattva, may we use the power
of our cultivation and dedication of merit to help everyone care for
our mother Earth, as indigenous peoples in the Americas do, and

learn to be filial to her and all the beings who live upon her. &
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