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Chapter 4: Living in a Benevolent Neighborhood

In Laozi, it says: “When the Great Way is abandoned, there is a need for benevolence
and righteousness.” This saying is correct. Included in the Great Way are all types
of seeds, both good and bad. Originally, the concept of /=" (benevolence) was
not mentioned. The ?H’ (dao) or “Way’ is the path that is inherent in every
person, and which everyone ought to cultivate towards. Apart from benevolence,
the Way includes all the other qualities of righteousness, propriety, wisdom and
faithfulness. As time passed, people did not walk the path and cultivate the Way.
They neglected the fundamentals, forgetting and casting them aside, and instead
pursued the non-essentials. As people resorted to picking up so-called ‘branch tips’
and spending all their efforts on these non-essentials, it was therefore necessary to
talk about benevolence and righteousness!

“A benevolent person loves humanity”, “A benevolent person is such and
such....” — many explanations such as these started to crop up. Therefore, whether
then or now, it’s imperative to pay attention to benevolence and righteousness.
Confucius expounded the concept of benevolence, while Mencius, on the basis of

Confucius’ doctrine, expounded on benevolence and righteousness. What was the

reason for this? It was because everyone was ignorant of seeking the Way and had
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forgotten all about it. Since nobody could understand explanations
of the Way, we need to first explain benevolence. In fact, benevolence
is part of the Way, and in this sense, a benevolent person is precisely
a ‘seed’.

You may ask, “As for this seed, why can it ‘neither endure
straitened circumstances nor enjoy happy times for long’? How
do you explain the fact that ‘a benevolent person seeks solace in
benevolent situations, and a wise person benefits from being
benevolent’?” Although =’ is made up of the characters for ‘two
people,” one of them still lacks benevolence. This person is capable
of being benevolent but needs to cultivate such behaviors! Therefore,
if you say that it is not a seed, then what is it? Think about it! As far
as Y=’ is concerned, it applies to you whether you tend towards the
good or the bad.

You may then ask, “We human beings have benevolence. Then
what about animals?” Benevolence does exist in the animal kingdom.
If it doesn’t, then the seed would have been lost. In this case, however,
the seed has turned moldy and problematic and is not good. The seed
has turned bad and has undergone chemical changes, experimentation
and transformation. Beings that have ‘brainwashed’ seeds will
degenerate and be reborn into the animal realm.

All living beings possess benevolence. Even mosquitoes have
benevolence, not to mention people. Any being that has blood and
breath and a life force will possess benevolence. Benevolence sustains
existence. Without benevolence, beings will shrivel up and die because
their seed has been annihilated. Therefore, it is very apt to describe
the character Y= as a ‘seed’. Perhaps some of those old pedants may
object to my reasoning and say, “You are really talking nonsense!”
Then just treat my talk as nonsense! This is why I said just now that I
have to repeat this a few more times.

Now, the bad seed that lacks benevolence will feel dissatisfied with
its lot and this, in turn, leads to deterioration. As it lacks patience and
the power of endurance, it will undergo changes and transformations.
Once it transforms, it may end up in the belly of a pig, a cow or a horse.
Perhaps you may be transformed into the abdomen of a mosquito.
The numerous larvae produced by a mosquito all arise from that seed.
All of you might as well use your scientific brains to investigate this. If
you do not have benevolence, how could you be good towards others?
You may ask, “Being good is just that. Why is it called ‘benevolence’?”

As for us human beings, everyone knows how to cry and laugh.
Take a look — what causes people to laugh? What causes people to cry?
If one cries for the sake of the entire human race in the whole world,
that is benevolence. On the other hand, if one cries solely for oneself,
that is selfish and cannot be considered benevolence. If one is happy
because the whole world is happy, that is benevolence; if one is happy
because of personal reasons, then it is not benevolence. Benevolence
has a universal quality to it. A benevolent person adopts a universal

outlook that is all encompassing. 5 To be continued



