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September 10*, 1989 is an important date in the history of Midwestern
United States. The Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, along with his three
disciples, headed to Minnesota to spread Dharma at a Buddhist group, thus
planting the seeds of Buddhism. Twenty-four years later, three Bhikshus, Jin
Yong, Jin Sheng, and Jin Fo, followed in the Venerable Master’s footsteps and
came to the Minnesota and Iowa Buddhist groups before Thanksgiving to
create Dharma affinities with Buddhist friends. During their nine-day stay,
other than doing the daily Morning, Evening and Meal Offering ceremonies,
there was also the Great Compassion Repentance Ceremony as well as the
transmissions of the Three Refuges, the Five Precepts, and the Eight Precepts;
these were the special gifts we bestowed for these two places in the spirit
of Thanksgiving. The laypeople attended the ceremonies with vigor, often
crowding the Buddha Hall to its maximum capacity.

The Venerable Master once said: “Taking Refuge with the Three Jewels
is the most important thing in one’s life. It is the opportunity to open one’s
eyes, be reborn, and begin life anew, so be sure you do not miss out on it and
risk walking down the wrong path.” During our six-day stay at Minnesota,
Dharma Master Jin Yong took great care to explain the details of the precepts
for laypeople, including the Five Precepts Sutra and the rituals for transmitting
the Three Refuges, Five Precepts, and Eight Precepts. Great Master Ou-Yi
once said: “The Five Precepts is the father of all past, present and future
Buddhas; all the Buddhas everywhere at all times are born from the Five
Precepts.” The Five Precepts is the foundation of becoming a human or a
heavenly being, and it is also the basis of all precepts. The Eight Precepts were
given by Shakyamuni Buddha out of compassion for laypeople who wanted
to uphold the left-home precepts; it is stated that one who sincerely upholds
these eight precepts for one day and one night will, at the end of their life, be
received by Amitabha Buddha and his followers, and they will be taken to the
Land of Ultimate Bliss.

After the laypeople have better understood the significance of the Three
Refuges and the Five Precepts, they were filled with Dharma joy and were eager
to take refuge and the precepts. In Minnesota, 16 took the Three Refuges, and

20 received the Five Precepts (among them, 11 made vows to



EMIEIEE L - LHBAN—3/
ZpREE L L2 R K > B
{ETHE MR S SR AR (S R - BEAEE
S ARFIRERE - BA %
=B ~ 527 !

PERACIN b E Y=g E oy pe oz DL E|
- SFIRR 2 A SR E A A B A
M BAYEE AR | 55— 7]
WEREF L - BRSO - ok
Lo BEAE | EMEREZIT &
AR 245 7T _E AR EISE R
CHPEHER > G RRE I PN R BT EE N (A
MIHEE - FISEf | &

F -\ - ._1
L Q\ |
‘Lr
(l‘

- |
L )
W )
v R
t
————.

uphold all five precepts); in Iowa, five members took refuge and all 11

received all the Five Precepts.

In both places, before the ceremony began, the ritual of Purifying
the Boundaries was performed; especially in the newly bought house
in Iowa, the Purifying of Boundaries became even more meaningful.
The laypeople also brought over four statues of Guan Yin Bodhisattva
and Earth Store Bodhisattva and requested an inauguration ceremony
be performed on them. Another thing worth mentioning is that
the laypeople from both places were all very sincere; especially the
eighty-year-old laywoman who vowed to uphold all five precepts,
and several Vietnamese Buddhists in Iowa who, despite not being
able to understand much Chinese or English, still came to listen to
the Dharma. There was also three generations of family who took the
refuges and precepts together!

After returning to Minnesota, a place where I once lived for 20 years,
I discovered that many fellow Buddhists have passed away or moved
away from Minnesota; how impermanent life is! On the other hand, I
was very happy to see many newcomers who are young, diligent, and
sincere. For this Thanksgiving journey, we are especially grateful to the
Venerable Master for bringing the Buddha Dharma into the Midwest
24 years ago, and we are also grateful to all our Buddhist friends in

Iowa and Minnesota. Amitabha! &




