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The Venerable Master established the Buddhist Text
Translation Society (BTTS) to make the teachings of the
Tripitaka available to people all over the world. What better
way to reach people and spread the Dharma than over the
World Wide Web?

Many BTTS books have been available in HTML or
PDF formats on various individual or branch monastery
websites. One of the most visited sites is Dr. Epstein’s
“Resources for the Study of Buddhism” designed for San
Francisco State University students. See http://online.sfsu.
edu/rone/Buddhism/Buddhism.htm.

But the real push for digitizing books came when
Amazon.com created a new e-book reader called the Kindle.
The Kindle is a compact handheld device which can store
hundreds of books, magazines and other media in electronic
format. These books are downloaded directly onto the
Kindle or other supported devices using Kindle software
(smartphones, tablets or laptops), eliminating the need to
ship books across the country or overseas.

In late 2010, Amazon offered to automatically convert
all BTTS books that they sold into e-books. Standard
English only books like Buddha Root Farm and The Buddha
Speaks of Amitabha Sutra converted easily. However, books
like 7he New Surangama Sutra and Buddhism A to Z, which
have Chinese characters, footnotes, Sanskrit diacriticals and
other characteristics which needed special handling need
to be manually converted. Thus BTTS created an e-book
conversion team to handle these special issues.

BTTS e-books have grown rapidly in the last three years
beginning with English only, 7he Chan Handbook: Talks on
Meditation to the bilingual Chinese/English Dharma Talks, to
Spanish titles like Los Diez Reinos del Dharma No Estan Mas
Alla del Pensamiento (Ten Dharma Realms), to the newest
e-book the Vietnamese/English Daily Recitation Handbook
with pinyin romanization.

Distribution has also expanded from Amazon.com, to

Barnes and Noble Nook, and BTTS’s own website www.

bttsonline.org. Not only does Amazon.com reach Britain,
Canada, France, Germany and Spain, but they now allow
downloads in India, Japan and Brazil. In addition Katherine
Lam, Jerry Hsu and Kent Wang have created a new website
(btts.drba.org) where selected e-books are available for free
download. These books, in print format, were designed for
free distribution and will continue to be given away free as
e-books. The most popular are Meditation Handbook and
Freedom Simplified. &

Ny w9y Ag

e

[ 75 T 8 5 B — i S

$)00Qg-2 ybnoiayl eweyq ayi buipeaids—uonnguisiq |eubiq

“Chan

}[andbook

/

BEAENEFRIIGEHEZES
Bf > HAYE et ey NE A g
K —E0E - MBS H - BAMTE)
VERELL A B B PRI R AT B 2K 7

HFEHEHEZEGHRERE - 2
B ERKHTMLAE H slPDFAEZE » mlE%
WOy S B HAE A\ ik K o Horh
B NEsNEL s —  B2ERAEMLE
W RSB UMLK ERER R Fraeery T %
FRE R 49uh— —http://online.sfsu.edu/
rone/buddhism/buddhism.htm.

EHREA L EERT » 25k
AguhHE H Y BT E REE g5 Kindle < E/E&—
T/ NEUHY ?ﬁ%@ﬁ  AfFER T AR

TEFEHESE - BREAEHE THEIET
HhE s > AN E 2RI T HIE

Fi -
20104FK » on i iadh TR - B
ZEPLEAREZ K EEZ R gE R
BETE - @R ERNERRLES
Bl (AR ) B (fpEifaaRress) - E
(Pomgar=) B ((hEEsaaAs|Z) A
FRSZ - GER ~ RS DURCHA R R R
HEyH T > ALEDIN TR o R ARAK
FIEZ BG4 T B SN o S
PR 2 L o
BWE=ZFg o HEHEZEgNET
EFREE - —FB AR - Bl
{The Chan Handbook) > 7 1&#iE N
AR (54 EABRIRER) - WSE
AUEPEA L (ERREE—S0L) DIk
BORTHE LAY BL BT IR (FT RS PFE ) B9
(EFREES H SR EL) -
it A Y 4G 1t B nn R R ik - HE
W FRERE I E D R E B E Y
49 1nh www.bttsonline.org ° L4 » (A4
=MFREL (MMEE - tRtHE -
FA]) HFEREET R E T HHY T
H o BEAREESEREUETE
e EZ A - Bp 2 BN AE
{ Meditation Handbook) i {Freedom

Simplified) - HZREETH AN
btts.drba.org & ° &

JANUARY 2014 Vasra Boohi Sea 47



