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Chapter 4: Living in a Benevolent Neighborhood

This time, they have gone to Taiwan. At first, we travelled together to Hong Kong
where that Chen Guo so-and-so had booked some rooms in a hotel. I said, “We
are not going to the hotel. We shall stay at the Buddhist Lecture Hall and practice
sitting meditation together every day.” When Guo Zhen, Guo Ting and Guo Liao
arrived in Taiwan on the tenth, Chen Guo so-and-so again said that a certain
layperson had an apartment that was reserved for me to stay if I visited Taiwan.
Nobody had ever stayed there before and they were waiting for me to ‘move in’ first.
As the facilities were luxurious, the three of them were brought to the apartment.

They then protested, “We youngsters cannot possibly enjoy ourselves in this way.
‘We want to move back to the Dharma Realm Way-place. There is nothing there
at all and we want to go back there!” The next day, the laypeople informed them
that no vehicle was available, and so they decided to walk back by themselves. At
this, the laypeople once again brought them back to the Dharma Realm Buddhist
Books Distribution Society.

The Dharma Realm Buddhist Books Distribution Society is also very cold, just
like the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. There is no heater or anything like that.

The laypeople spent a few thousand dollars to purchase a water heater and were
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preparing to install it for them to use. These three fellows said, “Since you
are going to install a heater, we won't stay here anymore. We are going to
move to a place outside!” As a result, this group of laypeople was moved to
tears and they cried out, “Oh! From these three monks, it can be known
that absolutely everything from the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is
true, not false!” Just listen. What do you make of this?

While in Taipei, Guo Liao suffered from cracked lips. When the
laypeople asked that the three monks eat some fruit together first thing in
the morning, they replied, “In that case, we have to ask the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas first!” So they called me on the phone to explain the
situation, saying that Guo Liao’s constitution was very hot and that the
laypeople had advised him to eat some fruit first thing in the morning
to dispel the heat. They asked me, “In the past, was there a specific place
to eat? Is there any precedent for this?” I said, “All that you have to do is
drink more water and you'll be fine!” So instead of eating fruit, they drank
more water.

You have to let go of absolutely everything around you, including
comfort and reputation! Should any problem arise, just ignore it. If you
think that by eating one meal a day and making do without things like
heaters is anything terrific, it means that your thoughts of fame and gain
are still playing mischief and that you still have a notion of ‘self’! Although
you may not succumb to the enjoyment for now, perhaps you may still
seek the limelight or something like this in the future. The more you run,

the farther you will be. You will never catch up this way, and whatever you

do will be false.

(2) The Master said, “A person who is not benevolent can neither
endure straitened circumstances nor enjoy happy times for long. A
benevolent person seeks solace in benevolent situations, and a wise

person benefits from being benevolent.”

The Master said,

benevolence and so is affliction. The way I explain benevolence is quite

“A person who is not benevolent.” Bodhi is also

different from the way all of you explain it. What is my explanation? It
is a seed — a good seed is called benevolence whereas a bad seed is not
benevolent. Not being benevolent is to break the precepts, whereas being
benevolent is to keep the precepts. You ought to think of it this way! Just
now, Teacher Sun mentioned that there are two aspects of benevolence:
One should think about oneself and spare a thought for others as well.
This is called ‘treating other people as you would yourself’.

Why is it called a seed? It so happens that the Chinese character for seed
or kernel is ‘4 (rén). You see, all seeds contain kernels. The kernel is
not much, just a tiny portion within the seed. It is called “/=". Therefore,
benevolence can also be explained in terms of seeds. Generally, it all boils

down to this.

sdTo be continued
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