Bt LASHE (PER)

1. 0317

EANBAKFG B =& VD
SRy BN - ORI AR BE Y > AR
NRERHY o B AR EEIRBET - 4psdli i
W— > By 5P THY D

EANAM

JiR B 05 SR i 2 A ORET -
KRB > SFENRFENEFET - FFEH
o D (E TR S D o Bk R AR 4a At
R BT T =&5F o BEEI=
G ? N Rt M =8 A EE R KR
SELEEFET - R R EET (HE
KA > EANRIEISC) 3 =l b I AT
FoEET -

EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE CHINA PERIOD
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White Mountains and
Black Waters
Nurture Rare Talent
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A new edition by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

Translated into English by Genglin Zheng and others
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51. The Ascetic Practices of a Novice Monk

Venerable Master Hua once went to Sanyuan Monastery in Harbin, to live
there as a resident monk. Although he was a novice monk, he did what others
wouldn’t do, and endured what others could not endure. The Venerable Master
maintained his courage, even in the face of adversity, and thereby became a

role model to his disciples in their quest for cultivation.
Story in Venerable Master’s Own Words:

The abbot of the temple was Great Master Chang Ren. He was the filial
son Wang who had practiced filial piety beside his parents’ graves for six
years, even during the cold Manchurian winter months. When his mourning
period ended, people from 48 different villages built a monastery. It was called
the Three Conditions Monastery (Sanyuan). Why was it called the Three
Conditions Monastery? It was because of the three people the temple was
built for. The first one was the eldest brother, Filial Son Wang. The second

eldest one was Meng, the seasoned cultivator (who later became Venerable
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The former location marker of Sanyuan Monastery

Master Chang Zhi, teacher of Venerable
Master Hua). As far as the third one goes, I
forgot his name.

There were usually forty to fifty monks
living at the monastery, however, there were
sometimes only between ten to thirty of
them. The Abbot was always out collecting
alms from the lay people, and because the
abbot was not at the temple, no one knew
who I was. They thought I was nothing
but a poor man, and I have looked like
that since I was born. As poor as I was, I
was not greedy and I would give anything
I could to others. Besides, I didn’t want any
publicity, so I always did my giving without
being noticed. “I know the Abbot” I used to
say, and they were very nice and welcoming
towards me. After having entered the
monastery, what do you think I did? I practiced austerities, but not the same
as the ones you practice. You type, or recite sutras or do other temple jobs.
The Three Conditions Monastery was a huge monastery located in the country
side, just to sweep the grounds could take over an hour.

My thoughts and behavior were different from that of others, so were my
values. How did they differ you ask?

As far as my thoughts are concerned, many people like to seek to benefit
themselves, whereas I never did anything to benefit myself. When it came to
the benefit of others, I always did whatever I could, even if it meant giving my
life. As for my behavior, ordinary people might not necessarily recognize or
understand what I did, and I did not wish for the publicity. As for my values,
I did what others were not willing to do. For example, as a novice monk,
I focused on cleaning the toilets, dumping the spittoons, and sweeping the
grounds.

My very first job was to clean the toilets, which, by the way, were not flush
toilets. They were outhouses or pit toilets dug in the ground, they gave off a
strong “fragrance”. The toilets required cleaning and maintenance: the waste
had to be physically removed from the pits by hand. I was the one who did this
job every day. Every time I was done, I felt my body and mind were purified.
Every one of you, Bhikshus and Bhikshunis, novice monks and nuns, laymen
and laywomen, should start by cleaning toilets if you would like to learn my
ways. Those who know how to clean toilets and dont turn away from the
challenge have some solid guts!

I also had other chores at the temple: cooking (rice and other dishes),
boiling water and making tea. All the jobs no one liked doing, I took on. For
example, when others usually got up at 4AM, I would get up at 2AM and
start doing my chores. My first chore was to light the candles in front of the

Buddhas. If there was to be a Censer Praise during the day’s ceremony, I would
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also ready the censer for the abbot so he could offer incense at the beginning of
the ceremony. Otherwise, I didn’t need to do it. An incense prefect is meant to
manage the cleaning and maintenance of the proximity of Buddha images. A
monastic who does this job is called a Master of Incense and Lanterns; and a lay
person who does it is called a Layperson of Incense and Lanterns.

When it snowed, I got up before anyone else and swept the walkways clear,
making it convenient for the assembly to walk to the Buddha Hall. I did this
work for a long time and didn’t tell anyone.

I was always early for the Morning Recitation and waited in the Buddha
hall before it began. I was never late but always about five minutes early. Since I
have left my home-life, when doing things, I have always used the principle of
diligence. When I visited and studied at other monasteries, I was never late, not
even for a minute, whether it was Morning recitation, Evening Recitation, Sutra
Lectures or any other occasions of Dharma speech or ceremony, even for lunch
time. Rather, I always arrived early. This is how I conducted myself.

[Postscript] The Sanyuan Monastery is also called the Filial Son Wang
Monastery because it was built to commemorate the filial conduct of Filial Son
Wang whose lay name was Wang Furen. Filial Son Wang was in mourning for
his deceased parents for six years, and thus his reputation became widespread
and influenced the local gentry and common folk alike. They raised funds in
1913 to build the Filial Son Wang Monastery, and it was completed in 1928.

Initially, there were three monks, Changren (which was Filial Son Wang’s
Dharma name), Chengzhi (whose lay name was Meng An) and Changyi (whose
lay name was Shi Guanglu) staying at the monastery. These three became
sworn brothers and together they named the monastery The Three Conditions
(Sanyuan) Monastery, with Master Changren as the abbot. The monastery
adopted both the Chan and the Pure Land as its regular practices. In 1953, the
temple was forcibly taken over, its buildings were converted into an elementary

school and the monastics were ordered to return to lay life.

s0To be continued

o & > ‘ S3IHdVED0Ig

<1
=

HHBREMEAZE ARELE, TRAEZ -V RENEK
MBI R E. FTUBMEEEENL, E4MBEERC, H
HHWREXERBMN, EUUTTHWRELERMN.

Why should one have wisdom? Because if you have wisdom, you can contemplate
the potentialities of all living beings and then teach and transform them. But in order
to teach and transform them, you must use goodness and cause them to resolve their
minds on Bodhi. Some, if they can’t be taught by goodness, however, have to be

taught by using force to transform them.
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lllustration selected from "Master and Disciples" of Miao Fan Tong
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