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MTypes of Meritorious Virtues from Sweeping the Floors
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There is a story in the Miscellaneous Records of the Miila-sarvistiviada Vinaya, it says, “When the World Honored One stayed at the Jeta’s
Grove, Elder Sudatta would visit the Buddha every day. After bowing to the Buddha, he would sweep the floors in the monastery. One
day, due to other engagements, Elder Suddatta could not go to the Jeta’s Grove to pay respect to the Buddha. That day, as the Buddha
was practicing walking meditation, he saw the dirty floors and took a broom, intending to sweep the monastery. At that time, great
sound-hearer disciples such as Shariputra, Mahamaudgalyayana, Great Kasyapa and Ananda witnessed the Buddha’s intention, all took
a broom to clean the Jeta’s Grove. After cleaning, the Buddha and his disciples went to the dining hall and sat down. The Buddha told
the bhikshus, “Those who sweep the floors will attain five kinds of supreme benefits. First, one’s mind will be pure; second, help other’s

mind become pure; third, all gods will be happy; fourth, one creates proper karma; fifth, one will be reborn in the heavens after death.”

As we are pursuing more profound knowledge either in the secular world or Buddhism, please do not forget the field of blessings right

underneath our feet.
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