Harvard Hosts Two Visits from DRBA Monastics
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This October, monastics from DRBA gave two talks at Harvard University.
On Tuesday, Oct. 8", Dharma Master Heng Sure spoke at a panel titled,
“Practical Wisdom and Spiritual Discipline in Contemporary Buddhism,”
an event sponsored by the Asia Center and the Center for the Study of
World Religions at Harvard. He was the first speaker of two, followed by
Abbot Yongxin of Shaolin Temple.

Rev. Heng Sure spoke broadly on contemporary global issues from the
perspective of Buddhist ethics and introduced the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas. Abbot Yongxin then spoke about spiritual cultivation in Chan
Buddhism and Shaolin kungfu as an expression of it.

The panel was moderated by Professor Tu Weiming, Director of the
Institute for Advanced Humanistic Studies at Peking University and
Research Professor at Harvard University. The event was held at Memorial
Church in Harvard Yard. In addition, during his visit Rev. Heng Sure
gave an informal talk to students at Harvard Divinity School on Dharma
in America and spoke on Buddhist practices of devotion at the Harvard
Buddhist Community’s weekly Tuesday evening meditation. At these
smaller gatherings, he also shared some Buddhist music.

That Friday, Oct. 11, Bhikshunis Heng Liang and Heng Yin gave
a talk titled, “The Spiritual Dimensions of Buddhist Education” at the
invitation of the Harvard Buddhist Community. The event was supported
by the Buddhist Ministry Initiative at Harvard Divinity School. Drawing
from her many years as principal of the girls’ school, Dharma Master
Heng Yin introduced the philosophy and curriculum of the Instilling
Goodness and Developing Virtue Schools. She described what the
schools’ educational philosophy looked like in practice and how it shaped
its students.

Dharma Master Heng Liang, a longtime administrator at Dharma
Realm Buddhist University, then introduced the University and articulated
its philosophy of education. They brought books and brochures, which
interested audience members picked up before they left. The event was

held at the Center for the Study of World Religions. &
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