When humaneness is perfected,
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Buddhahood accomplishes itself

— In memory of Shramanerika Jin Dao
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Written by the Editorial Staff
English Translation by Lotus Lee

On the evening of September 27th, 2013,
Dharma Master Jin Dao, who has lived in
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas for the
past 21 years, peacefully passed away in the
midst of the sound of reciting the Buddha’s
name. She was ninety-five years old. After
cremation, twelve shariras were found in
her ashes. Five of them were from her teeth,
and the other seven were multicolored with
shades of royal green, purple, pink, black,
white, and sky-blue. The large ones were
as big as a thumb joint, and the small ones
were the size of a red bean. All of them now
reside in the Rebirth Hall at CT'TB.

Jin Dao Shi was born on September
19th of the lunar year in 1916, on Guan
Yin Bodhisattva’s leaving home day, in
Huanggqi Village, Lalin County, Wuchang
City, Heilongjiang Province in China. She
was the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s third
sister-in-law. Before she became a monastic,
she was a traditional housewife and had six
children, three sons and three daughters.

Her son Bai Jingxue remembers that Jin
Dao Shi was extremely frugal in her daily
life, and very filial to her parents-in-law.
When she taught her children, she would
always say, “You should study and learn
well.” Other than that, she rarely said much
and never punished her children. Bai Jingxue
said, “Jin Dao Shi never lost her temper or
argued with others. The most special thing
is that she never spent a penny in her life.”

When the Venerable Master began his
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vigil of filiality by living next to his mother’s grave, Jin Dao Shi had just married
into the Bai family. She shared the responsibility of taking care of the household
of 17 people with her sister-in-law, but neither of them ever had conflict with
each other. One of Jin Dao Shi’s duties was to bring food to the Venerable Master,
which she did regardless of the wind or the rain. The trip to the grave entailed
walking for more than a /Z. When she arrived, she would leave the food and walk
right back, because the Venerable Master did not speak to anyone. Bai Jingxue
said: “Jin Dao Shi was the Venerable Master’s first Dharma Protector.”

A while later, the Venerable Master told his family not to bring food to him
anymore. Every day, he ate a handful of raw rice soaked in cold water. When the
reputation of “Filial Son Bai” was renowned throughout a radius of 100 square
/i, many people were greatly moved by his actions, and two people named Ma
Chunyang and Tang Yuming brought food to him every day.

In April 1992, Jin Dao Shi and the Venerable Master’s elder brother Bai
Yutang to come to live at CTTB. After learning the Buddhadharma, Jin Dao Shi
concentrated on reciting the Buddha’s name and bowing to the Buddha, and was
never lax in her practice. Before leaving the home life in 1999, she was diagnosed
with gallstones and had to undergo surgery to remove them.

When she was in the hospital, there were two occasions where her room was
filled with countless flies. This was because she had killed many flies when she
was living in China. However, after Jin Dao Shi recited the Great Bright Six
Syllable Mantra and transferred the merit to them, they disappeared.

During this period of illness, Jin Dao Shi could not eat for a month and a
half, and had seven tubes inserted in her body. The situation was critical, but she
recovered quickly after the operation. In April 1999, Bai Yutang passed away, and
Jin Dao Shi let go of all attachments and left the home life. She then recited the
Buddha’s name single-mindedly without any worries.

Bai Jingxue said that after Jin Dao Shi became a monastic, she rarely got sick,
but three years ago, her feet started to swell, and the swelling would only go
down if she soaked her feet with an infusion of moxa grass or sea salt in hot water.
Cooking loquat tree leaves and drinking the broth helped as well. In June 2013,
her feet began to swell again, but none of the said methods had any effect, and
western medicine could not cure it either. In August, she had a fall, and although
she was not injured, her appetite decreased drastically.

On September 21st, Jin Dao Shi was sent to the hospital because she had
trouble breathing, and by the 23rd, she was no longer able to eat. Her grandniece
Bai Mingxia went to see her and said, “Remember to recite the Buddha’s name,
recite Amitabha!” Jin Dao Shi replied, “Amitabha!” This was the last thing she
said in her life, for she fell into a coma soon after.

Bai Jingxue said that on the 27th, Jin Dao Shi’s organs began to fail, and
numerous Dharma Masters and laypeople took turns to recite the Buddha’s name
for her. At 8 PM that night, Professor Raymond Yeh asked Bai Jingxue what was
it that Jin Dao Shi was most unable to let go of. Bai Jingxue said, “She is unable
to let go of me.”

Professor Yeh immediately suggested that Bai Jingxue tell Jin Dao Shi: “Don’t

worry about me or anyone else, and just go to the Land of Ultimate Bliss, where
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Amitabha Buddha is.” At the time, Jin Dao Shi was severely comatose, but Bai
Jingxue felt that she heard his words. After two minutes, Jin Dao Shi passed away
peacefully.

One of the nurses said that the recitation of the Buddha’s name could only go
on for four hours, and then they would have to move the body. Incredibly, this
nurse was not present at the time of Jin Dao Shi’s passing, and the other nurses
agreed to wait for eight hours before changing Jin Dao Shi’s clothes, letting the
assembly finish the merit of Buddha recitation.

The memorial for Jin Dao Shi was held on October 8th. Bhikshuni Heng
Liang said that although she did not know Jin Dao Shi very well, she thought that
Jin Dao Shi was very brave to come to America, a country with different language
and culture, in her later years. She was even luckier to have the opportunity to
become a monastic and cultivate.

Bhikshuni Heng Hsien said to Bai Jingxue: “Jin Dao Shi passed away peacefully,
and I hope that in the future we will see her again in the Pure Land.”

Bhikshuni Heng Syin said that Jin Dao Shi always recited the Buddha’s name
and never talked very much, and her mouth karma was very pure. She was never
a burden to anyone; her resources for rebirth in the Pure Land had been prepared
a long time ago.

Bhikshuni Heng Mao Shi said that Jin Dao Shi always went to evening
recitation and would stay in the Buddha Recitation Hall to recite the Buddha’s
name. When they were compiling materials and information about the Venerable
Master’s life, she interviewed Jin Dao Shi, and asked her about bringing food to
the Venerable Master. Jin Dao Shi smiled and replied, “It was my duty.”

Bhikshuni Jin Rou said that in her later years, Jin Dao Shi needed a walker to
support herself, and would walk around the halls in Tower of Blessing. Although
her back was hunched, her head was always held high. Her shining face was a sign
of her virtue and practice.

The Abbot Dharma Master Heng Lyu hopes that we will all learn from Jin Dao
Shi’s virtue, reticence, frugality, and sincerity in reciting the Buddha’s name. “I
believe that Jin Dao Shi will be reborn in the Pure Land and will be together with
all Buddhas and the Venerable Master.” &
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In walking, standing, sitting, and lying down you should talk less and recite the Buddha’s name more.

Speak one less sentence and recite the Buddha’s name one extra time. Recite until your thoughts die and

you Dharma body comes to life. So, cultivators should always watch over themselves. Always remember

impermanence and take care not to be lax.

— Talks by Venerable Master Hua

Decemger 2013 VAJrRA BobHi Sea 143

SMIN WIV3Y VINIVHQ

o 58 5t



