SRS EGNE R E &
SRIEE AL T B - R TERETT
hEyiES; ? HEEREMC—EA
P AERTENDEETF - EtER
RAGEH > HUfH " IIPEE] P& 22 A 3
wHsEbe -

15 {1 1177 55 18 15 Y A TR U B A
e ? EIRET A (thEF EiE 2l 2
HEE®N &
R o
AT 201 1Y
Sk 1992
o db e
H— AL 5k
B R E
B [
T EF %
i e 5
H— =
oo A F
& at b
% F b
1 — iz
%o R ABEEM ARG BT > &
FERIFEE R - M—BaBLaaiEah L
s T BN EEIREET R
o [ R e e B L 2 O — o o
0g 2 EAFEEE ¢ TOEETFNA
SRR AT - G2
BET -

HEEEGRE 1% » AERMIEZ
W K e 1T i S © — R AN E ST
HEEY - EARHEE - AIHTT
ERLETEE | EHECHN > M—
BHWHAHEZER - BrEEHTIE
H RIS R EA —SE B ihE - AREE
EE T > (HEEDEET (WE
B AhEEE = EREAPEE - "L
a2 E TR - BHEVIEROHE
HeNEER: - s¢&= "IIPE, > 1F
BN TR E], o B
FE[FIERHY -

HE AN ] DL -

JI0

2§

g

My topic tonight is how to sincerely support the Way-
places of the Buddhas in the Five Directions. What
do I mean by the Buddhas of the Five Directions? It is
none other than the Wonderful Enlightenment Sagely
Monastery that Ven. Master Hsuan Hua wanted us
to build, more familiarly known to everyone as the
International Institute of Philosophy and Ethics (IIPE).

Where does the idea for the Way-place of the

Buddhas in the Five Directions originate from? To my
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knowledge, in 1992 (or perhaps earlier) a professor
from Beijing came to CTTB. He stayed here for several
months or maybe up to one or two years. He was a
professor of architecture, specifically designing Buddhist
monasteries. The Venerable Master asked him to design
Wonderful Enlightenment Monastery, including the
Buddha Hall. At the start, the professor asked our teacher,
“Venerable Master, when designing the Buddha Hall, to
which Buddha or Bodhisattva should it be dedicated?”
The Venerable Master responded, “The Buddha Hall of
Wonderful Enlightenment Monastery will be dedicated
to the Buddhas of the Five Directions.” So that is where
this idea comes from.

So how do we support this Way-place of the Buddhas
of the Five Directions? Most people immediately think
of material support — being a donor or volunteer. This
is right, and we have always been accepting donations,
including the contributing of the ten thousand Buddha
figures in this Buddha Hall. These have all been covered,
but the Buddha Hall of the Wonderful Enlightenment
Monastery have thirty thousand Buddha figures, so

we will continue to accept donations for them. In

Place of the Buddhas in the Five Directions
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our donation department, we have categories labeled
“Great Jeweled Hall” or “IIPE” or, in Taiwan, “Wonderful
Enlightenment Mountain Development Project.” They are
all the same.

Actually, everyone can support this project. It is not
necessary that one has to be a donor or volunteer. We can
say some good words or words of praise out of sympathetic
joy, and that counts too. There is a saying, “We have a mouth
of compassion and a tongue of skill-in-means; we can create
merit whether we have money or not.” Of course it is the
case that as long as there is sincerity in an offering, a dollar is
not counted as small, and a million is not counted as large.
What counts is the mind of giving.

Last night a Dharma Master said that in cultivation we
must first change our bad habits. Another way of supporting
the project is to get to know the names of the Five Buddhas
and their significance. If we can offer respect to the Five
Buddhas, understand their significance and follow them in
our practice, then that can also transform our bad habits. It is
said, “Transforming the consciousness into wisdom.” These
Buddhas in the five directions are also known as the Buddhas
of the Five Wisdom or Tathagata of the Five Wisdom. If
one’s consciousness is transformed into wisdom, one “enters”
the Buddha’s views and knowledge and it is the best way to
support the monastery.

Now I would like to use a bit of time to share some
information about the Buddhas of the Five Directions.
They are also known as the Five Buddhas of Wisdom. In the
center is Vairocana Buddha, in the east is Aksobhya Buddha
of the Pure Land of Joy, in the south is Rathasambhava
Buddha of the Pure Land of Complete Virtue, in the west is
Amitabha Buddha of the Pure Land of Ultimate Bliss, and
in the north is Amoghasiddhi Buddha of the Pure Land of
Supreme Karma.

The symbolism of the Five Buddhas of Wisdom is as
follows: The Buddha in the center, Vairocha represents
the wisdom of the substance nature in the Dharma realm;
Unmoving Buddha in the east symbolizes the Great Perfect
Mirror Wisdom; Amitabha Buddha in the west stands for
the Wonderful Contemplative Wisdom; Rathasambhava
Buddha in the south represents the Wisdom from the
Nature of Equality; Amoghasiddhi Buddha of the north
symbolizes the Wisdom that Accomplishes All, which means
transforming the first five consciousnesses into efforts and
practices that benefit all living beings.

In the Entering the Dharma Realm Chapter of the
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Avatamsaka Sutra, a verse praising the Buddha by Universal
Worthy Bodhisattva says, “Thoughts as many as dust motes in
kshetras could be counted and known; the water in the great
sea could be drunken dry; empty space could be measured and
wind could be tied; yet no one could completely describe the
meritorious virtues of the Buddhas.” Actually, it is impossible
to understand and speak of all the meritorious virtues of these
five Buddhas. I could only try my best to do a brief report on it.

Next, I will talk about the virtues of the Buddhas in the
five directions and will mention the close relationship between
the Shurangama Mantra and these Buddhas. Ven. Master said,
“Shurangama Mantra is the king of the mantras! It is essential
to the flourishing of entire Buddhism. If people recite zhe
Shurangama Mantra in the world, proper Dharma will exist.
If no one recites this mantra, proper Dharma will no longer
exist.”

The first Buddha of the Buddhas in the five directions is the
one in the center, Vairochana Buddha, which is also translated
as “lu she na fo” or translated as “The Great Sun Tathagata”. In
Sanskrit, it means light shining everywhere reaching the entire
Dharma realm without impediment. The color of this Buddha’s
body is white; he sits in the center on a lotus dais made of eight
great lions. His function is to eliminate the poison of ignorance
— ignorance poison of living beings — in the five poisons,
which can transform adina (note: 8th consciousness) into the
wisdom of the substance nature in the Dharma Realm. In the
five divions of Shurangama Mantra, the center belongs to the
Buddha’s division.

In the east is Aksobhya Buddha, also known as the
Unmoving Buddha, Buddha Free from Anger and Resentment,
Buddha Free from Rage or the Unmoving Tathagata. In #he
Avatamsaka Sutra, it specifically mentioned, “With one thought
of anger, a millions doors of obstructions open.” Only with a
mind free from anger could one not give rise to harming others
when dealing with adversary states. Aksobhya Buddha made a
vow during his initial period of cultivation: facing any matters
or affairs, he would not get angry or hateful. As a result, he
realized this pure land and did not ever retreat again. The color
of Aksobhya Buddha’s body is blue, sitting in the east on a dais
made of eight great elephants. This Buddha can eliminate the
poison of anger and transform the eighth consciousness into
the Great Perfect Mirror Wisdom. Lay man Vimalakirti came
from the Wonderful Joy world in the east. In the Shurangama
Mantra, the east is the vajra division. The mantra of vajra king
utilizes the taming and subduing Dharma. The number one

priority of cultivators is to tame and subdue our own present
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afflictions, instead of rushing to tame and subdue others.

The third one is Rathasambhava Buddha in the south. He is the
center of all blessings, virtues, jewels and treasures, from which all
Dharma arise. The color of this Buddhas body is gold and he sits
peacefully on the dais made of eight great kings of horses. He can
transform the seventh consciousness into the Wonderful Contemplative
Wisdom and can tame and subdue all arrogant living beings. In zhe
Shurangama Mantra, it belongs to the Jewel Production Division, which
denotes the mantra of all celestial kings and is classified as the Increasing
and Benefitting Dharma, which can increase our practice of precepts,
samadhi and wisdom, instead of fame and mundane benefits.

In the west is Amitabha Buddha, which means infinite light and
infinite lifespan. The color of Amitabha Buddha’s body is red. He,
postured in the Amitabha Samadhi Mudra, sits in the west on a dais
made of eight great peacocks crowned with red lotus flowers. He can
transform the sixth consciousness into the Wonderful Contemplative
Wisdom and rid of the venom of doubt from the five poisons. Amitabha
Buddha is also known as the Infinite Life Buddha, Infinite Purity
Buddha, the Sweet Dew King Buddha, or Infinite Light Buddha. In
the Shurangama Mantra, Amitabha Buddha is classified in the Lotus
Division and it represents Bodhisattvas’ mantra. The method of the
teaching employed is the Dharma of Attraction which works the best
for beings from any of the three faculties.

The fifth is Amoghasiddhi Buddha of the Pure Land of Supreme
Karma in the north. He can transform afflictions from jealousy and
turn the first five consciousnesses into the Wisdom of Accomplishing
All. The Buddha’s body color is green and he, positioned in the Fearless
Mudera, sits on the jeweled dais made of eight great peng birds. He can
subdue evil dragons and venomous poisons. In the Shurangama Mantra,
he is classified in the Karma Division, which is the mantra of all ghosts
and spirits. It employs the Dharma of quelling disasters that can rid of all
calamities. However, as far as Dharma of quelling disasters is concerned,
one must take repenting and reforming one’s karmic obstacles as the
priority.

This is a brief report on the names and the meritorious virtues of
the Buddhas in the five directions. We still have a bit of time, therefore,
I will talk a bit about why Ven. Master Hua wants us to build a Great
Hero Jeweled Hall (aka Wonderful Enlightenment Sagely Monastery) .
The reasons are discussed below.

The main reason was spoken by Ven. Master in this Buddha Hall
on September 11th, 1992 and the speech was published in the 270th
issue of VBS in Nov. 1992. Ven. Master’s instruction was that, “If the
new plan is approved, we can formally build a Buddhist monastery.
Then, all cultivators (Ven. Maser used “cultivators”, which doesn’t
just mean monastics) can move in together. Whether it is facilities,

precept transmission or other needs, there will be enough resources
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and the place will be very suitable (for our needs). In this way, CTTB
then can be considered “on track”. When we finish building the Wonderful
Enlightenment Sagely Monastery, everything and all the buildings on this
side of the campus can be renovated and used for the university, high school
and elementary school.

Another reason, as I have inferred, is that we believe Ven. Master
wishes to propagate all Five Schools of Buddhism, which has very close
relationships with the Buddhas in the five directions, which and are also
closely tied with the Shurangama Mantra.

The last goal or reason is just my guess: the reason why Ven. Master
wishes to build the Wonderful Enlightenment Sagely Monastery is to realize
the ultimate goal of creating living Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. Each one of
the ten thousand Buddha statues in this Guan Yin Hall has Ven. Master’s
hair in it. Ven. Master also saved some of his hair for the future Great Hero
Jewel Hall and the foundation of the Wonderful Enlightenment Sagely
Monastery. He instructed us to put his hair in the foundation and the
purpose is that we treat this place as the big smelting furnace and eventually
accomplish the ultimate goal of creating living Buddhas and Bodhisattvas.

We still have five minutes and originally I planned to update the
progress of the IIPE project. However, before I came up here tonight, Qin
Guang Shr instructed me to say something about precepts. Actually, I don’t
really know much about precepts but I will bring this topic up since I
am very familiar with it and have heard Ven. Master saying it very often.
Master said, “You all are just eating your fill, waiting to die and passing your

1

time!” I am like this myself. I then thought, “Is it against the precepts to
just eat our fill, wait to die and pass our time?” Thinking about this issue
thoroughly, doing so does not violate any specific precept but goes against
the fundamental spirit of the precepts to benefit sentient beings. Although
we adhere to the Precepts of Maintaining the Rules and Regulation as well
as the Precepts of Maintaining the Wholesome Dharma, our final goal is to
benefit sentient beings. If we only eat our fill and wait for death to come, it
certainly opposes the essential spirits of the precepts. This is my own coarse
opinion on this issue.

Some Dharma Masters will be ordained very soon. This is a big event. I
respectfully congratulate the Dharma Masters who will be ordained. Every
one of you can become the dragons and elephants in the Dharma. All of
you are the evergreen in the Dharma and can teach and benefit measureless
and boundless living beings so that they receive infinite benefits and are
joyous. When living beings are joyous, the Buddha will also be joyous; and
so is Ven. Master. This is my sincere congratulations.

At last, some say that if we wish to build the bodhimanda of the
Buddhas in the five directions, we shall take the six great principles as our
foundation. I have just mentioned that Ven. Master gave us his hair to put
in the foundation. Besides this, everyone of us should follow the six great

principles, which is a very solid foundation. Amitofo! &
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