r ¥ A
3 XL
i oM
m,_»,g
‘}'i’g
3 Z

®
# %09
B 5 A

ool 2k SR dr e da 2

wERE

The Analects of Confucius

(continued)
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Lectures by the Venerable Master Hua

English translation by Yong Wei Kwong and Liew Yen Chong
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Chapter 4: Living in a Benevolent Neighborhood

What is important is the Shurangama Sutra. If you are able to recite one sentence
from memory, that will count as one sentence. I want to test whether all of you
have learned it by heart. Once you finish memorizing it, there will be further
tests. Unlike before, I cannot be so lenient now. In the past, people in America
did not know about the Buddhadharma and allowances could be made for their
laziness. As for those who are thinking of leaving the home-life, I will definitely
not accept simply anyone to be my disciple. I don’t want to accept someone good-
for-nothing! After all of you have learned the sutra completely by heart, I will test
you further on the essential sections. Just now, didn’t I say that anyone who wants
to get a PhD must be able to recite the Shurangama Sutra from memory? What are
your views on this? This is to teach all of you that you must work hard at all times,
wherever you are.

Let me tell you about the time when I was a student. I will talk a lictle about this
just to advertise myself. Back then, I started studying only when I was fifteen
years old. My first day in school was on the tenth day of the third lunar month, or
somewhere around there. The holidays started on the thirteenth day of the eighth

lunar month. In summer, we had summer break. When I was a student, I would be
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studying or memorizing my books at all times whether walking, standing,
sitting or lying down, but I was not afraid of being made a laughing-stock.
Even now, I still have this habit. For this reason, when I am walking,
nobody is allowed to talk to me because I am working hard! Unlike all
of you, I don’t engage in false thoughts or indulge in fantasies as I walk.
I want to memorize those texts that I am supposed to memorize; I dont
have the time to fool around like all of you!

Apart from one’s studies, there is also a need to assess one’s moral
character. Nobody is going to make it if his moral character is no good.
From now on, whoever gets elected for whatever matter has to be
examined and verified by everyone first. Every year henceforth, we can
conduct an election on the first day of the first lunar month, which is
the first day of the year. We will elect a person from the entire assembly
who is most genuine in implementing the Six Guidelines. There will be
one elected every year. If this person continues doing well, he will have
the opportunity to be elected as the resident superintendent or abbot of
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Regardless of the post elected for,
we must award marks according to the Six Guidelines. No matter who
you are, even if you are the President, we will not elect you if you do not
conform to the Six Guidelines. We will only recognize the Six Guidelines
and nothing else!

In order to revolutionize the system, an official meeting must be
convened to discuss this same issue: What is foremost about the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas? This was something that I mentioned in passing
and I am now bringing it up again in the General Meeting. All of you are
to consolidate everything that is said and go through the ideas. Retain
those that make sense and discard those that don’t. Let us approach this
subject with a straightforward mind, for it is an historic initiative.

Moreover, we should examine our past experiences and ask ourselves:
What should we do now? What is our guiding principle in the future?
All of us must work this out! Once we have an idea of the tasks that
require action, we should draw up a list of future goals as a basis for us to
proceed. Do not forget this! These goals are equivalent to the vows that we
make. Do not make empty vows, forgetting them completely after making
them. The vows that you make must be carried out every day. At the very
least, you have to repeat them once in front of the Buddhas. There is a
saying: “The ancients do not talk casually”. It does not mean that they
seldom talk. They do, but they will not talk about things that they cannot
accomplish. What it means is: One must be true!

Ghosts can be formed by your mind; they are not necessarily from
outside. There were a few of you who went to mainland China last year.
After staying at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas for more than ten
years and eating only one meal a day, you thought of changing when
you arrived on the mainland. In this way, how can you possibly elicit any

responses, behaving in such a manner!?

0 To be continued



