(KFEDXREFBERE]

REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Diving into the River

To Look For Her Father—

Cao E
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on August 22, 1987

English translation by Guo Ru Jou
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Cao E then jumped into the river to seek for her father’s body. After five days, she emerged
grasping onto her father’s body. Her face appeared lifelike.

At the time, the county magistrate felt that her filial piety was commendable. He erected
amonument and a temple to commemorate her, and to reward and praise this filial daughter
for her exemplary conduct. Hence, he renamed the former Shun River as Cao E River. Her

village which was on the eastern side of Ningbo was also called Cao E village.

A verse in praise says:
Righteousness between heaven and earth,
Is none other than filial piety and loyalty.
With people’s hearts aspiring towards the good,
The law and regulations are upheld.
When one is focused,
There is nothing that one does not understand.
Utmost mindfulness and true sincerity,

Jade bamboo and green pine.

Commentary:
Righteousness between heaven and earth, Is none other than filial piety and loyalty.
Justice between heaven and earth can be summed up in just the two words: ‘filial piety’ and

‘loyalty’.



TRHPIESS - MESEBLE ) 0 RHEAVIESS 0 HE
= T M TR ERTEEE -

TNLERE  SREERES ) NLIE - #EZ
3 SPEATRN o

G — o AN
JEERRERLED

" ERE  BITE
EEAIT R - BERVTERINEE T ES
JERE T ES G -

T

XrEe

FREPTEEGR
RADTERER
BRFOE—=
RAFTRME R
BETISER
BERICEIELX
S TOEER
spEREIANXIR

TR R A B
HREBENEN

TIRALTERELN ) EMEEEAEITESR
i LM SOIRAE R TR -

" HEHE T  BE YRS W
FETBS » HRGED -

CERFZIPTORAEE R ¢ IR ZIZIER A RS
REFIEMZK » IERHEA M SRS AR T B ES -

FEHOT=IEK ) RO T A BIE AR
o RRIESCHRIEHIL T -

TERESELZ ) B RtER
SRV A

CORDT TR ) ¢ e L PRI
il eI - AANEEZEE
4 o

AR K LT MEAR

RET ~ IRA SRR — 4 - BT LA
GEERt AR A @®

DESATEL > B

BRI A > RA LT 48 b o
AT FAenk > ZAIRE &S o

— (R EFHE)

© S TEAY SRR

With people’s hearts aspiring towards the good, the law and
regulations are upheld. People’s hearts should aim for the good, and they
should abide by the law and regulations.

When one is focused, there is nothing that one does not understand.
When one’s spirit is concentrated, it can affect and influence everything.

Utmost mindfulness and true sincerity, jade bamboo and green pine.
Her ambition and her conduct were like the lofty jade bamboo and green

pine, worthy of respect and admiration.

Another Praise says :
Utmost sincerity can break even metal and stone.
Crying bitterly by the river bank, she hoped for her father's return.
Lingering day and night with only a single thought in mind,
Constantly praying and seeking help despite of her deep grief,
Cao E jumped into the river in search of her deceased father.
The government and the people commemorated
and praised this young girl,
A model of goodness through the ages,

An exemplar among women that people will forever remember.

Commentary:
Utmost sincerity can break even metal and stone. Even metal and
stone are moved by sincerity.

Crying bitterly by the river bank, she hoped for her father's return.
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Cao E wept by the river bank, hoping her father would return again.
Lingering day and night with only a single thought in mind. With

one thought of true sincerity, she cried by the river bank, pacing back and
forth day and night.

Constantly praying and seeking help despite of her deep grief. At
all times she prayed that her father could come back to life again. She was
overwhelmed with extreme grief.

Cao E jumped into the river in search of her deceased father. She
jumped into the river to look for her deceased father and succeeded in
recovering him.

The government and the people commemorated and praised this
young girl. Therefore, the government and the people all commended her
by erecting a monument and building a temple to commemorate her.

A model of goodness through the ages. She was an exemplar among
women, and also the best model for all. Everyone should learn from her.

An exemplar among women that people will forever remember.
Among women, she was one with integrity, ambition, and a very good

model. Therefore people will often think of her and remember her. &

Filial deeds support the father and mother,

Right conduct is in harmony with those above and below;
Deference: the honored and the lowly in accord with each other,
Patience: no rumors of the evils of the crowd.

— from the “Six Patriarch's Sutra”
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