— ~ —{IEBRAIR AR

JNH+HEHN » SBEREEREA
BAEMBE - BUKHEE - BB EERE
AFEACIN > FEZ eS0T &R PR
Pl & & T2y 1 B B H BRELEE - 5B
RAERIBE PRI AR > B — AR E
PEHEAREE - HNSERMES IR Z

BIEAEAD R > R 5
R BRE AR -

(A5 45 H]

1. A Letter from a Team Leader

On Saturday, August 10", four students of the
Developing Virtue Boys School (Rex Lin, Hubert
Liu, Michael Lu, and Alejandro Gracia) represented
Northern California in participating in the National
Chinese Culture Competition, which was hosted
by the National Council of Associations of Chinese
Schools and held in Chicago. In the first round, the
students performed outstandingly and were able to
directly enter the final round by obtaining first place.
However, because the participating teams were the best
of every state and their strength were neck and neck,
the final round was very intense and the Boys School

dropped to fourth place.

[ Continued on page 45 ]
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(Continued from the front inner cover)

But ten days after the competition, team leader Ben Chen received a letter
from another team leader named Jiang, which said, “In my heart, Developing
Virtue Secondary School was the true champion of the 2013 Chinese Culture
Competition!” Why did he say this? The tone of team leader Jiang in his letter

is extremely sincere, genuine, and moving. Below is the complete letter:

During the competition on August 10™, | was deeply moved by the
encompassing spirit and awesome demeanor displayed by the teachers
and students of your school. Thus, | requested your e-mail address from
President Lin. Much to my surprise, he had similar feelings towards your
school!

During the four-hour plane trip back home, | incessantly reflected
and criticized myself: What have | truly done these years in teaching
overseas? Besides teaching children the Chinese skills of listening,
speaking, reading, and writing, | don't think | have done much else. |
have not lived up to the sacred mission entrusted to teachers instructing
overseas, and | have not fulfilled the responsibility of passing on Chinese
culture.

The philosophy and thought of the great sages were centered on
benevolence, and the concept spoken of in their teachings of cultivating
one’s body was just referring to developing a good moral character. It
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was you, young team leader, who alerted and awakened me; it was those
four students who have become exemplary models for our school. The
graceful bearing of Developing Virtue Secondary School is truly like
ghee anointing the crown for all the Chinese Schools in the country. In
my heart, Developing Virtue Secondary School was the true champion of
the 2013 Chinese Culture Competition!

I boldly ask: Which state and which city is your school located? Is it
okay if other schools come to visit and observe how the teachers teach
here? Originally, | was an atheist, but now | have found a path/direction
for my soul to pursue.

Mr. Jiang, as a teacher of Chinese culture overseas, was astonished upon
observing from their speech and actions how well-educated the students of
Developing Virtue Secondary School were. This is the greatest goal of a teacher
of ABC (American-born Chinese) students, yet at the same time it is the most
difficult ideal to achieve. The “President Lin” mentioned in the letter was the
head of the organizing committee of this competition. “It was you, young
team leader, who alerted and awakened me;” this line is referring to Mr. Ben
Chen. He is an alumnus of the Developing Virtue Secondary School, and after
graduating from the Chinese Department of an American university five years

ago, returned to the school to be a volunteer teacher.

2. The Appearance of “Chicago Mother”

Behind the trip to Chicago this time is a special affinity and encounter.
Laywoman Chen Qinwen, a resident of Chicago, learned through attending
an online Buddhism seminar that Boys School students were attending
a competition in Chicago. She then immediately wrote a letter to Dharma
Master Fan of the Boys School’s Chinese Department, saying that she was
willing to pick up the boys from the airport and drive them to and from the
venue of the competition since her house was only a ten minute drive away.
Because her children were not at home during summer vacation, the rooms in
her house were empty and available for residence. She even invited the students
to stay in Chicago for a few days after the competition and was willing to bring
the students to visit the University of Chicago and Northwestern University as
well as a few museums and tourist attractions.

Calling herself “Chicago Mother,” Laywoman Chen actually didn’t really
know much about the students of CTTB, but after getting along with them

for a few days, she wrote down her responses:

“The children are all well-behaved and live up to the name of being
students taught by CTTB. During the party on the evening of the
competition, Cerritos Chinese School told me that lunch that day was
delayed by one hour due to a late delivery. Although everyone seemed
restless and anxious, only the students of Developing Virtue Secondary
School appeared steady and patient. The children also did not care about
the ranking they received; during the awards ceremony, the MC (master
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of ceremonies) reported incorrectly that we were sixth place. | asked,
‘Weren't we fourth?’ But Mr. Ben Chen said that it didn’t matter. In
the end, the MC realized himself that he had made a mistake.

On many occasions, when | got lost and we would almost be late
for an event, the children would tell me, ‘Auntie! No need to hurry.
It doesn't matter! Because the children are under the influence of
the Buddhadharma daily, they can develop precepts and samadhi
during the Morning and Evening Recitations, and then their wisdom
arises in accord with states. | believe that | still have much to learn
from them!”

For many years, the school has encouraged “making friends through
civility” and “increasing knowledge and experience” to be the goals for
students participating in competitions; the results are not important.
Therefore, in any competition, no matter how intense it is, students of
the Developing Virtue Secondary School completely honor the decisions
made by the organizing committee and judges and never raise objections.
This unique style of participation often causes the organizing committee
and other schools to regard our school in a new light.

Mr. Jiang and “Chicago Mother” are able to strongly affirm the
performance of the students of our school as well as the results of the
education of CTTB. This gives much inspiration to the teachers and
students in CTTB and also proves that the educational visions of the
Venerable Master are the goals and aspirations of every teacher and parent
in the world. We should take this as encouragement and strive to improve
ourselves even more in this direction. One thing worth mentioning is
that these four students have all come from devout Buddhist families and
have received good education in the family; thus, they have provided the

school with cornerstones of success. 2
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