They Come ffrom Cities
W W

A Talk Given by John Scroggs on July 29, 2012 at Buddha Hall of CTTB % % & 3542201257 A 29 B & #h 3% XK

BobHi FIELD

The subject matter may be dry; however, I decided to talk on
this subject because the idea greatly inspired me a lot about the
possibility of the City of Ten Thousand of Buddhas. What I want
to talk about is periods of time in history where certain cities
were incredibly productive and over a very short period of time
produced a great number of world teachers and sages. I never
realized until I read the book “Imaging” by Jonah Lehrer.

First, I would like to go through some examples and these
are all from Western history. The first example is Athens, Greece,
which between 440 BC and 380 BC - a mere 60 years - produced
an astonishing number of foundational thinkers for the Western
world, including Plato, Socrates, Pericles, Thucydides, Herodotus,
Euripides, Sophocles, Aeschylus, Aristophanes, and Xenophon.

Another example is Florence, Italy between 1450 and 1490
AD, which gave rise to Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci,
Ghiberti, Botticelli and Donatello. During these periods of time,
Athens was involved in a vicious war with Sparta, and Florence
had just lost over half of its population to the Black Death. So, it
would be difficult to believe that all these world class philosophers
and artists were the product of world peace and easy times.

Moving forward in time, there was Elizabethan England, the
London of William Shakespeare. At the time when Shakespeare
arrived on the scene, London was the most densely packed city
on the face of the planet, with some 200,000 people living in a
few square miles on the banks of the Thames River. And surprise,
surprise! They were undergoing a theatrical boom. Some citizens
went to performances every night; at least 1/3 attended once a
month. For you city planners out there thinking about a multi-
purpose hall, the famous Rose Theater’s inner courtyard was only
46’ in diameter, and yet it could accommodate nearly 2000 people
in the audience!

From 1510 to the time Shakespeare arrived in London, England
had seen literacy amongst the general population go from 1% to
nearly half. A lot of this was due to the Protestant Reformation

and the printing press. In Catholic France, even 100 years later,

36l EMERE —o—=F+—85

Tz 2 m

Sy H W B UM E - HENSIEE A%
M Py EAE - MEE T R E R R R
PRHYESE - SRR F T Z0Y > B R E—pgJTE
FHIW TR - LHAE - ZEHEFBAIENS

(A81%8) (Imagine) FHFTE] : " FEFESE _EFFERYFEHA
W EREERT  EIRE T RE ST ENFE LA
Bt

B —(E T A AL - £/ TTAT440~ 3804F >
fEEGOFERYIFE] » PH T S EAE T RHLEE Y B4R
F o MAMTEPE T SCH R EIEE KE - ARAY
H o MfLE -~ gRAERIE - (AR - EPEIEERT
i G 2 T2 ~ BRALEEIERT ~ RIE i - BirEE
Hf ~ Bn SRR ERE S

55—l 72 B R CF I3 T 9k 4 fm 3 - £ 2 7T 1450
~ 14908[fH] » IE404FE 52 H T EF 2 E RAVE o2 >
WOKBHBAELEE ~ FHEPANL T 5 ~ S HE - Mg
PIFIRI 22 MR N - S0 > Fha s IEAIdE 7Ry
RS 2 UACH, - i haE fmir—F A ’IERIT
HYRRIERIET » fE (EFHAR S8 A tHAHEE - IEIERIF
Bt - IREEAEG: - IR R EREIV RS - AlEAE
TR 2T B A EATT 2R -

WEREFEIHATEREH L RS (—H) 4
JEHFHAR R o 15884EIH - b i 1E i B FR I > 3%
e "I E A BEE RS T , » =58
NOEFEIERE TR E - (E5 5% FJ7EAYE
= RSS2 R AT R
A LR EEY » 2/ 0E =2 —H AL
B HEEF R > WA EIE B EE L IIREN
KEE — —ZXWEBBIBFEI A RE - B H 465
R AIBEZS 492,000 B2 -

TE1510F BP0 - b AR g B A » 3 A e B
grZ— R E R R BUE Y O B B il
MRIVFZEE - TER EHRITINEAR » —BHEEB KI5



hardly any citizen could read or write. In stark contrast, in
this densely packed city of London, over a very brief period of
time, many writers found their voice — Marlowe, Shakespeare,
Ben Johnson, John Milton, Sir Walter Raleigh, John Fletcher,
Edmund Spencer, Thomas Kyd, Philip Sidney, Thomas Nash,
John Donne and Francis Bacon. (This renaissance of English
literature was brought to an end in 1642 when the Puritans
shut down the public theater.)

‘When human beings hear about times like these that have

produced such an inordinate number of genius/sages in such
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a relatively short period, we all want to know why. It is not
due to peace and pleasant surroundings, as we have already
remarked. Some have attributed it to a ‘paradigm’ shift that was
occurring at that particular time. This idea has been dismissed
by some scholars, due to the large number of such shifts which
did not have similar results. I think, perhaps, that it is due to a
natural ebb and flow in human history. It is like enlightenment
- sometimes quick and sometimes, more often, gradual. The
city seems to be a common denominator.

In general, cities become more vibrant and productive the
larger they grow. For other human creations, like businesses,
the larger they grow, the more they restrict productivity and
creative thinking. They erect walls and establish hierarchies

which ultimately cause the company/business to mature
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and die. Cities, no matter how much one would like to think
otherwise, are not really ruled by the Mayor or some top-down
bureaucratic nightmare. They are fundamentally unruly masses
which constantly churn and mix in a spontaneous and unplanned
way. This is the nature of cities - “The crowded spaces force us to
interact. They lead us to explore ideas that we wouldnt explore
on our own, and converse with strangers we'd otherwise ignore.
The process isn’t always pleasant...but it remains essential.” This
happens in city after city.

At CT'TB and our other Way places, we sometimes refer to this
as the ‘pressure cooker’ effect. When people come together, they
become more productive. They interact with a more diverse people
and this produces a ‘knowledge spillover’ that translates, invariably
into greater ideas. This is especially true, I think, in a Way place
where sutras are being translated and lectured by large numbers
of people. Ideas themselves are not commercial goods. They don't
diminish in value or wear out through use, like a Nike tennis shoe.
Ideas tend to become more useful and more innovative if they are
shared. In fact, ideas don’t add up, they multiply when passed on
to others.

You are probably wondering by now, "What if anything
does this have to do with us?" True, all of these things - writing,
philosophizing, creating great art - are really peripheral to our
cause. However, they can and should all be aids in cultivating the
Way. CTTB is a city. CT'TB is on the way to becoming a great city,
one established to propagate Virtue and Wisdom. Along the way,
this city should become renowned as well for its writers and artists
and philosophers. Of course, we are about producing sages, not
producing writers, artists or philosophers. But, as it is said, “If you
want them to enter the Buddha’s wisdom, you must first bait the
hook with what they like.” These are the bait.

There is a kind movement, special to cities that I think we are
beginning to experience here. This can happen slowly or grow and
be accompanied by rapid and official change. To try and foster
this phe-nomenon is one of these reasons to study them. If we
had been unable to identify a specific condition which can cause
this city born incidence so exuberant productivity, we have been
able to identify some conditions that preclude or slow down these
phenomena. Isolation and segregation I believe are the primary
corporates. Most created and imposes can be traced to trans-
interactions between diverse groups of people their thoughts and
cultures. Biological metaphor often used is cross-fertilization.

It is impossible to be isolated in a crowded environment.
All the while human tendency is to gather together with similar
people. The city environment does not allow us to occur. Every day
you are forced to deal with other cultures, other races other views.
This may be uncomfortable. But perhaps productivity is born from

irritant situations. B3
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