(FEEFBERE]

LivEs oF THE PATRIARCHS

+ @A EGE

The Fourteenth Patriarch

Venerable Nagarjuna Bodhisattva
(continued)
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on Feb. 20, 1979
English Translation by Guo Ru Jou
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Commentary:
Nagarjuna thereupon transmitted the Dharma to Kanadeva and entered
the Moon’s Orb Samadhi, extensively displaying spiritual transformations.

Immediately afterwards, he calmly entered the stillness.

A verse in praise says:
The Buddha nature in its meaning neither exists nor does not exist.
He made appear Samadhi’s Orb, a coral moon on high.
An elder brother in the household, he fell not to biases.

Both eyebrows missing; one mallet makes dual sounds.

Commentary:

The Buddha nature in its meaning neither exists nor does not exist.

He made appear Samadhi’s Orb, a coral moon on high. He manifested the
Samadhi’s orb like a coral moon.

An elder brother in the household, he fell not to biases. He was truly a good
man in the Buddha’s family. He is not in gradual school, instead, he has already
enlightened in sudden school.

Both eyebrows missing; one mallet makes dual sounds. Both eyebrows were

gone. The mallet was hit once but produced two sounds; how did he manage that?

Another Praise by Venerable Master HsuanHua :
The Fourteenth Indian Patriarch transmitted the Mind Seal,
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Sought jewels in the dragons’ palace and obtained the mighty Sutra.
With the Dharma realm its substance, the Sutra has no bounds.
With empty space its function, how could it have a trace?

It includes the myriad phenomena, embraces multitudes of wonders.
Rolled up and stored in secret,

Far away from the sense faculties and objects.

The burning house spells danger, do not linger in it.

The World-honored under the Bodhi tree saw a shining star.

Commentary:

The Fourteenth Indian Patriarch, Nagarjuna Bodhisattva, transmitted the
Mind Seal of the Buddha.

Sought jewels in the dragons’ palace and obtained the mighty Sutra.
Nagarjuna Bodhisavatta went to the dragon palace in the ocean and brought back
The Great Vast Expansive Flower Adornment (Avatamsaka) Sutra.

With the Dharma realm its substance, the Sutra has no bounds. The substance
of this great sutra is the Dharma realm, it has no boundary.

With empty space its function, how could it have a trace? There is absolutely
no trace at all.

It includes the myriad phenomena, embraces multitudes of wonders. 7he
Great Vast Expansive Avatamsaka Sutra contains all myriad things. There is nothing
concealed, and it embraces all myriad wonderful functions.

Rolled up and stored in secret, far away from the sense faculties and objects.
It was rolled up and stored in a secret place free from the six sense faculties and six
sense objects. It was apart from them all.

The burning house spells danger, do not linger in it. The burning house of the
desire realm, the form realm and the formless realm is very dangerous. Once you lose
your human body, it will be very difficult to obtain it in ten thousand eons.

The World-honored under the Bodhi tree saw a shining star. When
Shakyamuni Buddha first meditated under the Bodhi tree, he remained seated and
finally realized the Way upon seeing a bright star. We should know that Shakyamuni
Buddha worked extremely hard before he could realize Buddhahood. Hence when we
cultivate, we must also have this hard-working spirit. Don’t be unwilling to renounce
your attachments, and don’t be afraid of suffering! If you cannot give up death, you
cannot exchange it for life; if you cannot put down the false, you cannot pick up the

truth. If you cannot endure suffering, you cannot enjoy blessings. &

The wisdom of the great, perfect mirror is your clear, pure nature,
The wisdom of equal nature is the mind without disease,
Wonderfully observing wisdom in seeing without effort,
Perfecting wisdom is the same as the perfect mirror;

Five, eight, six, seven —effect and cause both turn,

Merely useful names—ihey are without real nature,

1If; in the place of turning, emotion is not kept,

You always and forever dwell in Naga Samadh:i.

— from the “Six Patriarch’s Sutra”
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