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Commentary:
Mahoragas are big snakes,
pythons, one of the eightfold division.
The Dharma Master who lectures
the Dharma Flower Sutra can know all
the sounds of the eightfold division.

Sounds of fire, water, and wind.
This means he knows the sounds of
past, present, and future fires. He
knows the sounds of the three periods
of time. He knows that a certain
place was, is, or will be flooded. He
can know the sounds of hurricanes
of the past, present, and future. “Ah!
A hurricane is approaching from ten
thousand miles away.” He knows why
the wind is blowing and when it will
blow in the future.

Sounds of hell-beings. Just on
hearing a person’s voice, he can tell,
“That person is going to fall into the
hells,” or “That person just came out
from the hells.” He can also hear the
sounds of the hells at the present
period of time.

Animals.

voice, he can tell, “That person was

Hearing a person’s
an animal”, or “That person will be an
animal in the future”. He can hear an
animal’s sound and know, “That one
is going to continue being an animal”.

And hungry ghosts have a hard
time finding food. Sometimes for
great eons they can’t find a drop of
water, blood, or wine to drink. They’re
always starving, and it’s really painful.
You shouldn’t think about eating all
the time; otherwise you might turn
into a hungry ghost.

You should look upon food as
medicine. Don’t get carried away with
how tasty or how nutritious it is. It’s
medicine, because if we didnt eat,
we would die. So we should think,
“I take this food only as medicine, to

cure this decaying body.”
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This is one of the Five Contemplations one makes when one eats:

1. Consider the amount of work involved in bringing the food to
the table.

2. Reflect on whether or not your virtuous conduct is sufficient to
entitle you to receive the offering.

3. Guard against mental transgressions, principally that of greed,etc.

4. Regard the food as medicine to prevent the body from collapsing.

5. Take this food only in order to accomplish your work in the Way.

If you hold these Five Contemplations while you eat, you'll digest
your food very well. If you don’t, then, as the saying goes, “If the three
minds are not ended, it’s hard to digest water.” If you haven’t ended
the thoughts of the past, present, and future, you'll have a hard time
digesting even an offering of a cup of water. On the other hand, “If the
Five Contemplations are understood, you can digest gold.” So when
left-home people eat, they recite the Offering Mantra and then hold
the Five Contemplations. They don’t indulge in false thinking, but

instead “respond to offerings,” as they eat.

Sutra:
Sounds of Bhikshus and Bhikshunis; sounds of Hearers,
Pratyekabuddhas, Bodhisattvas, and Buddhas.

Commentary:

Sounds of Bhikshus. He knows who was a Bhikshu in a previous
life, who is about to become a Bhikshu in the present life, and who will
become a Bhikshu in a future life, just by hearing his voice. Just hearing
the sound, he can tell the latter effects. And Bhikshunis. Perhaps she
was a Bhikshuni in the past and isn’t one now, or is one now and will
be one again in the future.

Sounds of Hearers. Hearers awaken to the Way when they hear
the Four Noble Truths: suffering, origination, extinction, and the Way.

Pratyekabuddhas awaken through cultivation of the Twelve Causes
and Conditions.

Sounds of Bodhisattvas. Bodhisattvas cultivate the Six Perfections
and the Myriad Practices, practice the Bodhisattva Way. This Dharma
Master knows who was a Bodhisattva in the past but is now an ordinary
person, who will be a Bodhisattva in the future, and who is now a
Bodhisattva.

And Buddhas. Hearing a voice he knows, “Thats the Buddha

sound.”

Sutra:

In general, although he has not yet obtained the Heavenly Ear, by
using the pure ordinary ears given to him at birth, he can hear and
know whatever sounds there may be inside and outside the three
thousand great thousand world system. In this way he distinguishes
between all the various sounds, and still his hearing is not impaired.

s> To be continued

Novemeer 2013 Vasra Boori Sea | 7

[aagTr] ‘ V3G VNEVHQ ¥3dO¥d



