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Venerable Nagarjuna Bodhisattva
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The Venerable One was from India. When the Thirteenth Patriarch, in the
course of his traveling and teaching, reached the part of India where Nagarjuna
was cultivating, the Venerable Nagarjuna went out to greet him with these
words: “The deep mountains are so quiet and solitary, the abode of dragons
and pythons. How is it that you, who are so virtuous, have strayed so far to
come here? What brings you here?” The Patriarch said, “I am not venerable.
I have come to see you, Worthy One.” Nagarjuna had a thought to himself.
The Patriarch knew what he was thinking, and Nagarjuna regretted it and
apologized. The Patriarch immediately transmitted the great Dharma to him,
and Nagarjuna and the five hundred dragons who were cultivating the Way
with him, all received the complete precepts.

After obtaining the Dharma, the Venerable Nagarjuna traveled and taught.
When he reached southern India, he found the people there preoccupied with
the quest for rewards of blessings. The Patriarch told them the meaning of the
Buddha nature. When the multitudes heard that Dharma, they all changed
their original goal. Right where he was sitting the Patriarch made his body
look like the orb of the full moon. Kanadeva was in the crowd and remarked,
“The Venerable One is showing us the substance and characteristics of the
Buddha nature.” Nagarjuna thereupon transmitted the Dharma to Kanadeva
and entered the Moon’s Orb Samadhi, extensively displaying spiritual

transformations. Immediately afterwards, he calmly entered the stillness.

Commentary:

The Venerable One was from India. The Venerable One was a native of
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Southern India. His name was Nagarjuna Bodhisattva, the fourteenth Patriarch
in India.

When the Thirteenth Patriarch, in the course of his traveling and
teaching, reached the part of India where Nagarjuna was cultivating.

The Venerable Nagarjuna went out to greet him with these words: “The
deep mountains are so quiet and solitary, the abode of dragons and pythons.
How is it that you, who are so virtuous, have strayed so far to come here?
‘What brings you here?” Great virtuous one! You are most lofty and honorable.
Have you gone the wrong way? What brings you here?

The Patriarch said, “I am not venerable. I have come to see you, Worthy
One.” The Thirteenth Patriarch said, “I’'m not the most honorable. I came here
to visit the worthy and virtuous one.”

Nagarjuna had a thought to himself. Nagarjuna had this thought in his
mind: “You are just lying! You are a Patriarch, yet you said you are not the most
honored one.”

The Patriarch knew what he was thinking. The Thirteenth Patriarch knew
what was in his mind.

And Nagarjuna regretted it and apologized. Since the Thirteenth
Patriarch knew what he was thinking, Nagarjuna confessed and apologized to
the Patriarch that he was wrong. I’s like what you say in English: “I am very
sorry! I am very stupid!”

The Patriarch immediately transmitted the great Dharma to him, and
Nagarjuna and the five hundred dragons who were cultivating the Way with
him, all received the complete precepts. The Thirteenth Patriarch immediately
enlightened him and transmitted the Mind Seal Dharma to him. The five
hundred dragons who were cultivating the Way with Nagarjuna Bodhisattva all
received the complete precepts.

After obtaining the Dharma, the Venerable Nagarjuna traveled and
taught.

When he reached southern India, he found the people there preoccupied
with the quest for rewards of blessings and unaware of how to seek the
Buddhadharma. They just wanted to create blessings and seek blessings.

The Patriarch told them the meaning of the Buddha nature. The
Fourteenth Patriarch told them how the Buddha nature and their own natures
were replete with limitless meritorious qualities and blessed rewards, and that
they were endowed with all blessings.

When the multitudes heard that Dharma, they all changed their original
goal.

Right where he was sitting the Patriarch made his body look like the orb
of the full moon.

Kanadeva was in the crowd and remarked, “The Venerable One is
showing us the substance and characteristics of the Buddha nature.” The
Fifteenth Patriarch-to-be, Kanadeva, was in the crowd and remarked, “The
Venerable One is manifesting the substance and characteristics of the Buddha

nature to teach and transform us.” .
s0To be continued
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