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Commentary:

He will hear the sounds of
yakshas. Yakshas are “speedy” ghosts.
There are earth-bound yakshas that
can travel on the ground, and there
are air-traveling yakshas and heaven-
traveling yakshas that can fly. They
travel very fast.

He will the

gandharvas. He knows their past,

hear sounds of
present, and future. Perhaps this was a
person before, and now he has turned
into a gandparva. Or maybe he’s a
person now, but will be a gandharva
in the future. Hearing his sound, the
Dharma Master will know his past
causes and present effects, and his
future effects, too.

“Gandharva” is also Sanskrit and
means  “incense-inhaling  spirits.”
They love to smell incense. The
Jade Emperor has a certain kind of
chandana incense, and when he lights
some, the gandharvas all show up to
make music in his court. They also
dance.

This Dharma Master will also
hear the sounds of asuras. “Asura”
is also Sanskrit. It means “ugly”. The
male asuras are extremely ugly, while
the female asuras are good looking.
The asuras who live in heaven have
the blessings of the gods but not the
virtue of the gods. They are very feisty
and love to fight. Just on hearing these
sounds, the Dharma Master is able to
know their past, present, and future
retributions.

He will the
garudas. The garudas are great golden-

hear sounds of
winged peng birds. They eat dragons
in the same way that we eat noodles.
Dragons are pretty large. They are
one of the largest varieties in the class
of worms. Birds all eat worms, you

know. Small birds eat small worms,
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and big birds eat big worms. The great golden-winged peng birds are
the largest birds, so they eat the largest worms - dragon.

The wingspread of this bird is 360 yojanas. With one flap of his
wings, he can dry up the waters of the sea for a radius of 360 yojanas.
That leaves all the dragons exposed—perfect garuda meals! The
garuda ate the tender young dragons, and besides the older dragons
tend to be better at concealing themselves. Seeing all their young
being devoured, the older dragons decided it was time to start a “save
the dragons” movement, but they couldn’t think of what to do. They
thought, “Shakyamuni Buddha is greatly compassionate. Let’s go ask
him to help us.”

“Buddha,” they said, “the golden-winged peng bird has been
indiscriminately slaughtering our young for food. Our dragon-race
is about to become extinct. Please be compassionate and save us.”

Shakyamuni Buddha said, “Here, give each of the dragons one
thread from my robe, and you’ll be okay.”

The next time the garuda bird flapped the sea dry, there were
no dragons to be seen. The sea was dried up, but all the bird could
see was the robe. The garuda had a bit of spiritual powers himself.
He knew that the Buddha must have helped the dragons. He went
to the Buddha and said, “Shakyamuni Buddha, you are being very
compassionate to the dragons, but you aren’t being compassionate
toward the great golden-winged peng birds. If we don’t eat dragons,
were going to starve. We eat a lot, and only dragons are big enough
to provide us with sufficient nourishment. You're not being impartial
and fair about this.”

The Buddha said, “In my Dharma, we liberate life and stop
killing. Eating dragons is a form of killing. You kill dragons now, and
in your next life they will kill you. Things just get worse and worse.
You should quit eating dragons. You should be vegetarians. Don't eat
meat anymore.”

“Where am I going to get vegetables?” asked the bird.

“After this,” said the Buddha, “whenever my disciples eat lunch,
they will make an offering of food to you, so you don’t have to eat
dragons anymore.” And so the garuda and the Buddha signed that
agreement.

The dragons could live without fear of being eaten, and the
garudas did not starve to death. Even up to the present, when we eat
lunch we send out some food for the garudas. If you have opened the
Five Eyes, when you send the food out you'll see the great golden-
winged peng birds come and eat it. Wherever they go, when Buddhist
disciples eat lunch, they should send out a portion to the garudas.

Kinnaras are one of the eightfold division. Translated from
Sanskrit, “kinnara” means “doubtful spirit.” They are also musicians
in the Jade Emperor’s court. When the gods have parties, they call in

the kinnaras, who make extremely fine music.
#2To be continued
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