The City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas held its 13" Complete
Precept  Transmission  on
August 9%, 2013. There were
seven monk certifiers from
both the Northern and the
Southern Buddhist traditions.
The Precept Master was D.M.
Heng Sure, the Acarya Master
was D.M Heng Lyu, and the Teaching Master was
D.M. Heng Shan. The ceremony started at 7:30 in

the morning and ended at 4:30 in the afternoon.
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RELYING ON THE ELDERS TO PROTECT THE DHARMA AND
REVIVE THE VINAYA TRADITION

—A RECORD OF THE 13™ ORDINATION TRANSMISSION CEREMONY

(CONTINUED)
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(Continued from the front inner cover)

There were 28 preceptees who were ordained on the platform. Many were
young and thus added a new force to the sangha community. We hope they
will apply more effort in carrying on the Ven. Master’s vision to propagate the
Buddhadharma, translate more sutras, promote education and participate in
interfaith dialogues. The monk and nun preceptees went through a 108-day
intensive training at the Tathagata Monastery in CTTB, and at the City of
Dharma Realm in Sacremento, respectively. Finally, on August 9", they were
ordained as Bhikshus and Bhikshunis.

The 12 new Bhikshus are: Jin Kong Shr, Jin Pu Shr, Jin Xing Shr, Jin Sheng
Shr, Jin Xiu Shr, Jin Fo Shr, Jin Fa Shr, Jin Qi Shr, Jin Wu Shr, Jin Xiao Shr,
Jin He Shr and Jin Chuan Shr.

The 16 new Bhikshunis are: Heng Yuan Shr, Jin Pu Shr, Jin Zhen Shr, Jin
Yang Shr, Jin Qian Shr, Jin Qing Shr, Jin Tian Shr, Jin Yang Shr, Jin Jie Shr,
Jin Zai Shr, Jin Lian Shr, Jin Miao Shr, Jin Bo Shr, Jin Jian Shr, Jin Jia Shr and
Jin Jie Shr.

These 28 preceptees came from eight different countries such as U.S.A.,

Taiwan, Malaysia, Vietnam, Thailand, France, Belgium and Canada.
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On August 12" at 7:00 AM, D.M. Heng Sure, D.M. Heng Lyu and
D.M. Heng Shan continued to transmit the Bodhisattva Precepts to the
newly ordained monks and nuns in the Ten Thousand Buddhas Jewel Hall.
The preceptees were energetic with good spirits and received the precepts
sincerely. Later, at 8:50 AM, the Buddha hall was made open to the
public to observe the ceremony. Twenty minutes later, the 13" Ordination
Transmission Ceremony ended in a joyous atmosphere: everyone was filled
with Dharma joy after seeing such an adorned and magnificent ceremony.
Even auspicious clouds seem to appear in the sky when the preceptees took
a group picture with their precept teachers.

D.M. Sure, the chairman of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association, said
during his lunch speech, that the transmission of the full precepts shakes
the demon’s palace and brightens the Dharma Realm. He recalled the time
when he, D.M. Heng Lyu and D.M. Heng Bin were invited by D.M.
Ming Yang to transmit the full precepts in the Dragon Flower Monastery
in Shanghai.

D.M. Sure said, “Having twenty-eight preceptees in the U.S. is already
inconceivable. There were six hundred preceptees in the Dragon Flower
Monastery at the time. Due to the limited space, there was no room to
walk and hence, they knelt at the very same spot they stood. Six hundred
preceptees knelt on the gravel with their palms together reciting the Buddha’s
name. Later, it rained and their bodies were drenched to the skin, but they
still recited the Buddha’s name. Their eyes were open and their faces were
radiant without any afflictions, as they waited to ascend to the platform to
receive the full precepts to become Buddha’s disciples.”

He noted that many people who chase after fame and worldly success
lived in the hotel right next to the Dragon Flower Monastery. In those
people’s eyes, the preceptees were a failure because they continued to recite
the Buddha’s name in the rain. But from the preceptees’ perspective, it was
an opportunity hard to come by. They thought they were the most fortunate
ones, because they were leaving suffering behind to end the cycle of rebirths.
D.M. Sure congratulated every new Bhikshu and Bhikshuni.

Bhikshuni Heng Yun was moved after seeing these twenty-eight
preceptees, especially the twelve new Bhikshus. She said, “Since I have
entered the monastic life, this is the first time I have seen so many newly
ordained Bhikshus.” Furthermore, the full precepts was transmitted
according to the Dharma, and if Ven. Master were still live, he would have
been very happy to see it. The Ven. Master said that he came to the West to
build a good foundation for Buddhism in the West. Subsequently, not long
after CT'TB was purchased, the precept hall was built in a timely fashion.
Ven. Master exhorted us to uphold precepts in our daily conduct of walking,
standing, sitting and lying down. Only when precepts are rooted in one’s
heart can proper Dharma last in the world.

However, it is not easy to uphold precepts in our daily life. Now
Buddhism in the West can be said to be analogous to time when

Buddhadharma was transmitted to China from India. Back then, vinaya
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(precepts) had not been entirely transmitted to China from India;
hence, many eminent monks treaded arduous journeys to translate
and transmit the precepts. Amongst those was Great Master Faxian
from the Eastern Jin Dynasty, who resolved to get the original

vinaya scripture. After more than two decades, he brought back

to China many manuscripts of the vinaya. On his way back, he

encountered a serious hurricane, which blew him to the west Gulf
of Mexico. After a narrow life and death escape, he returned to
China. Another master was Great Master Jianzhen who wished to
transmit the vinaya to Japan. He failed on the first five attempts and
only succeeded on his sixth try. Therefore, D.M. Yun encouraged
the preceptees that it is only because of very supreme causes and
conditions that one is able to study, read and receive the precepts.
We should cherish them. “The Ven. Master worked hard to open
up a path for us, so we should follow his instructions and carry on
this paramount task of cultivating, upholding and spreading the
precepts,” said D.M. Yun.

Dr. Epstein, a retired professor from San Francisco State
University, said that in 1969, five American monastic disciples
traveled to Taiwan to receive the full precepts. In 1972, it was the
first time that Ven. Master Hua transmitted the full precepts in
Gold Mountain Monastery located in the Mission District of San
Francisco. The first time full precepts were transmitted in CTTB
was in 1976.

Dr. Epstein pointed out that the Ven. Master disagreed with the
speedy way the full precepts were transmitted to novices in certain
parts of Asia. In order to promote the unification of the Northern
and the Southern traditions, the Master also invited eminent monks

from both traditions to host the grand ordination ceremonies
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