The Manifestation of

a Virtuous Character
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A Talk Given by Venerable Master Hua on December 17, 1982 at CTTB
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People who are learning and practicing the Buddhadharma are sowing seeds in the
ground. Once the seeds have been sown, will they sprout? It depends on various
conditions. When all the right conditions are present, the seeds will sprout and
grow in due course. If the various supporting conditions are not all present, the
sprouts may wither and the seeds will be wasted. The sprouting of our Bodhi seeds
depends on how deeply and firmly we planted them when we made our resolve for
Bodhi.

If we sow them deeply and firmly enough, the seeds will surely take root
and sprout in the future. However, if you want to reap the Bodhi fruit it takes
considerable time. It relies upon how well you apply effort. If your cultivation
advances well, and you become enlightened, realize the fruition, and accomplish
the Way; then you have reaped the harvest.

For ordinary seeds to sprout, take root, produce leaves, flowers and eventually
fruit, the gardener must give attention, water, and fertilizer. What is the fertilizer
for the Bodhi fruit? It is the practicing of morality. Every aspect of cultivation must
be based on morality. “Not going against morality” should be our fundamental
precept.

A Confucian maxim says: “Virtue is fundamental. Wealth is incidental.”
Virtuous conduct is the foundation of a person, while wealth is an insignificant

thing. Cultivators should always be thrifty and avoid wasting money or resources.
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That way, over the days and months, they can foster
their practice of virtue. Then the branches and leaves
will grow abundantly, and fruits will accumulate.
If you don’t add fertilizer, and you make no effort
to care for and water the plant, it will be easy for
the branches, flowers and fruit to wither and die.
Therefore, the foremost precept for cultivators to
place emphasis on is virtuous conduct.

Virtuous conduct begins in small places. “Do
not think a good deed is too small and fail to do
it. “Don’t wait around for a big good deed to do,
because there aren’t that many big good deeds. A
mountain is an accumulation of specks of dust.
Although each speck is tiny, many specks piled up
can form a mountain. Virtuous deeds may be small,
yet when many are accumulated, they will form
a mountain of virtue. Not going against what is
proper and right is known as virtuous conduct. Not
hindering others is morality. In whatever you do,
you should make it your obligation to help others. If
you hinder others and cannot benefit them in terms
of profit, time, culture, wisdom, or any other aspect,
you are acting contrary to morality. Therefore, in
every move and action, every word and deed, we
should always make “not going against morality”
our basic rule. If you want to cultivate the Way, you
must first foster virtue. Without virtuous conduct,
you cannot cultivate. Some people who want to
cultivate will encounter demonic obstacles as soon
as they start. That is because of a lack of virtuous
conduct. So it is said, “Virtue is fundamental.
Wealth is incidental.”

Morality is equivalent to the sun and moon, to
Heaven and Earth, and to our very life. Lacking
morality is equivalent to being without life, without
the sun and moon, and without Heaven and Earth.
‘What is morality? Morality means to take benefiting
others as most important, and to take not hindering
others as our principle. It is to fill our minds with
humaneness, righteousness, propriety, wisdom, and
trustworthiness.

1. Humaneness: Having a heart of humane
benevolence, you will not kill.

Endowed with
knowledge, everything you do will be just right,

2. Righteousness: right
exactly in accord with the Middle Way, neither too
much nor too little, and neither too far to the left

nor too far to the right. All affairs will be carried out
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in accord with the Middle Way. If you understand what is right, you will not steal.
People who value righteousness will not steal what belongs to others.

3.  Propriety: Propriety is a kind of courtesy and etiquette. If you honor the
rules of etiquette, you will not be lewd. Stealing and lewdness are phenomena which
occur because one is not in accord with righteousness and propriety, and because one
is acting contrary to the rules of proper conduct.

4. Wisdom: Wise people will not recklessly drink or take drugs.

5. Trustworthiness: Trustworthy people will not tell lies.

When humaneness, righteousness, propriety, wisdom, and trustworthiness are
fulfilled and complete, that is morality and virtue. Therefore morality originates
from the mind; its fundamental ground is in our minds. It can manifest as a type
of color. This is not the color of green, yellow, red, white or black, but rather it
is kind of radiance that exemplifies virtuous conduct. Mencius said: “Humaneness,
righteousness, propriety and wisdom originate from the mind. If it manifests a form,
its glow reflects on the face, its abundance fills the back, and it spreads out to the four
limbs; it manifests throughout the entire body without words”. People of virtuous
conduct do not simply have a special reflection on their faces, their back radiates the
light of virtue and even their four limbs will reflect it. Although the appearance of
morality cannot be described, it is understood by all. The manifestation of morality
is the true skill of possessing knowledge; it cannot be faked since pretentiousness can
last for a while, but cannot be sustained.

Cultivating the Way means to cultivate true morality by not obstructing others
and not being afraid of being obstructed by others. No matter who obstructs you,
you should accept it. “When adversity comes, compliantly accept it.” Anyone who
is unkind or unreasonable to you is just your Good and Wise Advisor. If you can
compliantly accept adversity and can calmly handle unexpected or difficult situations,
then your skill in patience can be realized. Don’t be moved because of a single sentence
that someone says. Some people think “being unmoved” means to be without shame
and remorse, but that’s wrong. The kind of “being unmoved” you should cultivate is
being able to endure what others cannot endure—that’s real skill. Otherwise, you will
have to start cultivating all over again.

In Taoism, people of virtuous conduct will manifest a certain characteristic that
can even be seen by ordinary people. It can take the appearance of a youth with crane
hair. Although their hair has turned white, their faces remain delicate and smooth like
those of children. Why? This is a transformational response from morality. Although
their hair is white it is not coarse. It is radiant and smooth (naturally, not from
applying hair conditioner). The hair on their head and body will emit light. Those
with skills or those who have opened the five eyes will recognize it immediately.

Buddhism takes it to a higher level. Not only does their hair emit light, but
their entire body can emit light, every hair tip on the body can emit light, and even
every pore stands out from the ordinary. Cultivators in Buddhism who have attained
skills will be able to turn their hair color from white to black; they are also able
to regrow their fallen teeth. In Taoism, there are also situations where fallen teeth
regrow, but they cannot emit light from every pore in their body, this is the difference.
How do you tell if a person is indeed a good knowing advisor? It is not necessary
to open the five eyes. By just using our ordinary eyes, one can tell if a person is a
good knowing advisor if that person has virtue. A person without virtue will have a

repulsive demeanor that will drive people away! &



