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The Analects of Confucius
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Chapter 4: Living in a Benevolent Neighborhood

Furthermore, if we are able to practice ‘no fighting, no greed, no seeking, not
being selfish, not seeking benefit and not lying’, that is living in a benevolent
neighborhood which is ideal. If we engage in fighting, greed, secking, selfishness,
self-benefit and lying, then how can we be considered wise? These are people
who lack wisdom! Regardless of whether you believe in me or not, I will still say
it. If you do not choose to practice ‘no fighting, no greed, no seeking, not being
selfish, not seeking benefit and not lying’, that means you have no wisdom! This
is how I see it from my perspective. As for which path you ultimately choose, I

am not going to make a decision now.
% *
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Just now, when Professor Sun and I were discussing our method, she came
up with a name for it. Professor Sun! Could you please let everyone know
what the name is? (Prof Sun: It is to give full play to each person’s subjective
activity and motivate us in realizing our aspirations!) She calls this study method
‘subjective dynamism’. (Disciple corrects the error saying: “Activity”.) Activity? I
shall amend the name slightly. Let’s call it ‘subjective intellectual motivation’ or

‘subjective intellectual motivity’. Which name is better? Since time immemorial,
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nobody has ever carried out knowledge research in this manner. Don’t
think that this is a very simple method. This method of ours is a
true innovation; it is similar to a pillar supporting heaven and earth,
capable of transforming the oceans into mountains. I call it ‘subjective
intellectual motivation’ whereas she calls it ‘subjective activity’. Which
name do you think we should use?

The American way of bringing up children is to allow them to
develop freely, which is a form of subjective dynamism. However,
we must guide them in their development and apply discipline when
necessary. For example, a growing tree will develop numerous branches
and side-shoots. If you do not prune them off manually, the tree is
only good for firewood. On the other hand, if you prune off these
miscellaneous branches and side-shoots, then the tree will definitely
make excellent timber. Similarly, our current method provides the
children with an opportunity for freedom of development, but we
have to supervise them closely so that they won't have to stumble along
and figure out everything by themselves. If you don’t exert any control
or discipline, then it is for sure that they will learn how to commit
murder, arson or robbery. There is nothing that they will not do. In this
way, by allowing them to go down the wrong path, you have effectively
ruined these children!

Now, if all of us can look out for one another, then we can provide
the children with the freedom to develop their innate ability for
wisdom. Let them develop the source of wisdom by themselves. We
should monitor them to see whether they are doing it correctly or not
and give them our advice. Whatever that is wrong or crooked, pull it
back straight. That should be the way. It is not a good idea to leave
them all alone to develop by themselves. Therefore, the method that we
are currently using to research on knowledge is unprecedented. Since
ancient times, there has never been anything quite like this and, in this
rocket age, it can be said to be a wisdom-seeking rocket.

* * * *

The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) has no intention of
competing with others but, as residents here, all of you should know:
In which aspect is CTTB foremost in the world? Think about it. Today,
without indulging in any self-delusion, let’s examine the best aspect of
CTTB. All of you are to ponder over it. Where do we come out tops?

All of you talk as if you are like ants nibbling at a watermelon,
running around on the skin without really boring your way into the
interior of CT'TB. Nobody knows what the genuinely foremost aspect
of CTTB is. It is the place with the most number of Buddhas in the
world — ten thousand Buddhas. Mention ‘Mountain of Ten Thousand
Buddhas' or ‘Hall of Ten Thousand Buddhas’. Now, ours is a city
and the name of this city is Ten Thousand Buddhas. In actual fact,
Buddhas are boundless and limitless in number, far beyond those on
the mountain, in the hall or in the monastery.

£ To be continued
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