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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Chided Yet Not Awakened —

Emperor Xuanzong Tang
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on August 22, 1987

English translation by Guo Ru Jou
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He escaped hardship by leaving the home-life and became a disciple of the
Dharma. After his throne was being seized, he fled and left the home-life. He
became a disciple of the Dharma, a novice monk.

Like billows in the great sea, his inherent-nature was confused. Although
he became a novice monk, he had not forgotten his ambition to be an emperor.
Hence he still wanted to raise billows in the great sea, and kept spinning in the sea
of people. His inherent nature was confused. Although he was talented, still he
had not understood. If he had really understood, he would not want to become
emperor again. Like Emperor Shunzhi of the Qing dynasty, he realized that he was
originally a monk, why did he fall and get born in a royal family? So he went to
become a monk instead of continuing to be the emperor. However, Xuanzong of
Tang had still not yet awakened to his dream of being an emperor. Even though he
was chided, he still had no realization.

Chided yet not awakened, his concentration was inadequate. Why did he
fail to awaken? It was because he still wanted to dream of being an emperor. He
had not perfected his cultivation on the precepts. Hence his concentration power is

insufficient, and his wisdom power was also inadequate.

Another verse says:
Although the transcendental world and the mundane world are different,

The Dharma is ‘thus’ and there is nothing strange about it.
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Suddenly one is in heaven enjoying the supreme blessings,
Due to dissatisfaction, one swiftly falls into hell.

Huang Bo’s kindness was not appreciated,

The novice monk’s mundane thoughts had tremendous poison.
In the revolving wheel of the six paths, one roams freely,

He returned again as an emperor to realize his ambitions.

Commentary:
Although the transcendental world and the mundane world are different.
Although the monastic-life is different from the lay life, the Sixth Patriarch Platform

Sutra states:

The Buddhadharma is here in the world, Enlightenment is not apart from the world.
10 search for Bodhi apart from the world, Is like looking for a hare with horns.

Cultivation must be done in the world. Amidst the waves and billows in the great
sea, you should transcend them. If you can ride the wind and break the waves, and
brace up your spirits, if you are not carried away and beaten up by wealth, sex,
fame, food and sleep, you can transcend them. You can cultivate the transcendental
dharma right within the mundane world. Hence the saying, ‘Although the
transcendental world and the mundane world are different.” It seems that they are
two different things. In fact they are separate roads that lead to the same destiny.
The Dharmais ‘thus’ and there is nothing strange aboutit. The Buddhadharma
pervades all of space and the Dharma realm. Empty space and the Dharma realm

are all proclaiming the wonderful Dharma. Therefore poet Su Dongpo said:

Of the sounds of the streams, None are not bis vast, long rongue.
Of the colors of the mountains, They are none other than the clear, pure body.

The sound of the gurgling streams and the colors of the mountains are all
proclaiming the wonderful Dharma! To proclaim the Buddhadharma, it is not
necessarily just to have a person to lecture on the sutra and speak the Dharma at
a certain place. Of the myriad things in the mundane world, there is none that is
not speaking the Dharma. If you get that, it is the supreme truth; it is where the
wonderful Dharma located. If you don’t get that, then you find brambles and fetters
everywhere.

Suddenly one is in heaven enjoying the supreme blessings. Living beings in
the revolving wheel of the six paths; suddenly they are in the heavens enjoying the
supreme blessings. However, suddenly, they may fall into the hells again.

Due to dissatisfaction, one swiftly falls into hell. Why do they fall into the
hells? It is because of greed and dissatisfaction. If one is not greedy, one will not
fall into the hells. It is just because one is always dissatisfied that one falls into the
hells. Everyone should pay attention to this point; it is due to one’s greed, hatred,
and delusion that one falls into the hells.

Huang Bo’s kindness was not appreciated. Dhyana Master Huang Bo slapped
him left and right on the face. He was using compassionate slaps to help him get
enlightened, and hoping to awake him from his emperor’s dream. Perhaps his slaps
were not hard enough; it did not shatter his emperor’s dream. It failed to awaken
him. He remained unenlightened and still fantasized about being an emperor.
Hence the saying, “The novice monk’s mundane thoughts had residual poison.”

#0To be continued
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