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Thirteenth Patriarch Venerable Kapimala
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on Feb. 16, 1979
English Translation by Jin Yan Shr, James Robert, Brooks Hansard
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A verse in praise says:
He sang out many melodies, And every beat was orderly.
When mind is used to seal the mind, The mirror in the mirror shines.
Reach the ultimate of the secret subtleties, Surpass the lofty and the low.
And yet the proper eye can see, The handle placed on the alms bowl.

Commentary:

He sang out many melodies, And every beat was orderly. He sang in many
different styles. He taught and transformed living beings with every beat.

When mind is used to seal the mind, The mirror in the mirror shines. To
use the mind to seal the mind, it is like using a mirror to shine on another mirror.

Reach the ultimate of the secret subtleties, Surpass the lofty and the low.
By proclaiming these esoteric subtleties, he immediately transcended from the
ordinary into sage hood.

And yet the proper eye can see, The handle placed on the alms bowl. Using

the proper eye to see, is like placing a handle on an alms bowl.

Another Praise by Venerable Master HsuanHua :
The outsider took refuge and carried on the lamp of wisdom.
With spiritual transformations, he manifested awesome magic.
He deeply knew to be shameful and remorseful,
thus he sought further progress.
He greatly opened to the perfect understanding,
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thus he gained penetrating comprehension by himself.

A hundred thousand samadhis appears in the Sea of Nature.
Eighty thousand Dharma doors are accomplished

through his vows as big as a mountain.

Diligently sowing, weeding and reaping.

He cultivated, and cultivated, and cultivated evermore.

Commentary:

The outsider took refuge and carried on the lamp of wisdom. Previously he was an
outsider of Buddhism. But then he took refuge with the Buddha and carried on the lamp
of Buddha’s wisdom.

With spiritual transformations, he manifested awesome magic. With his spiritual
penetrations and spiritual transformations, he had many capabilities.

With deep wisdom, shame, remorse, he sought self-improvement. But he also
realized deeply that he did wrong in the past, and needed to seek repentance and self-
improvement to take a step up.

With this understanding, he opened great knowledge. Based on his resolve to seck
for improvement, the Twelfth Patriarch’s words enlightened Kapimala, which led him
to obtain a great understanding and self-knowledge immediately. “Self-knowledge and
penetration” means that he understood clearly and thoroughly by himself.

The Sea of Nature appears in a hundred thousand samadhis. There are a hundred
and thousand of types of samadhis. But all of them are released from the Sea of Nature.

In eighty thousand Dharma doors, he accomplishes mountains of vows. There
are eighty thousand Dharma doors. However, based on, your vows and diligence, those
Dharma doors can be accomplished gradually as building up a mountain hill litcle by
little.

Diligently sowing, weeding and reaping. When you cultivate, it is just like as if you
are farming in a field. You need to plow and weed, before you are able to gain any reward
to have food. You should be involved energetically and work hard. How is this like? It is
like Venerable Kapimala.

He cultivated, and cultivated, and cultivated evermore. Don’t be lazy! Cultivate

again and again for evermore, and do not stop.
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What does it mean to cultivate?
Here it refers to cultivating precepts, samadhi, and wisdom,
and wholesome merit and virtue.
To walk the other path means to do evil deeds,
to involve oneself in greed, hatred, and stupidity.

— Talks by Venerable Master HsuanHua
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