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We don’t live forever. No matter how much ability you have, or how
many treasures in the world you possess, you will leave this world
empty-handed when you die. That is why, fighting for fame and
profits can be said tobe a really stupid thing to do. Instead, we should
reflect upon ourselves to recognize our original nature.

‘What is this original nature then? What does it look like? It has
no form. If it has a form, then that means it has an image. If it has
an image, then it is impermanent. Our original nature is neither
defiled nor pure; neither coming into being nor cease to be; neither
increasing nor decreasing. Within our nature, there are no troubles
to begin with. In the Shuragama Sutra, it states that our nature is like
“The Thus Come One’s Nature of Treasury, permanently dwelling true
mind; it is bright and pure.” If you can uncover your original nature
and understand what your true nature is, then all your afflictions will
turn into Bodhi. In contrast if you don’t understand your nature, you
will turn Bodhi into affliction. Hence, we say, “there is no trouble
in the world originally, but ordinary confused people create it for

themselves.”
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Originally, there was nothing going on in the world, but muddled
people have to find something to do. If you say he is stupid, he will
say that you are the fool! Why does he say this? Because he believes
that if you don’t do things his way, you are not like him; therefore, you
are a fool. However, he actually created things to do out of nothing,
adding more troubles for himself. So, isn’t he a fool, too? If you truly
understand the skill of your own nature, it would be like: “The eyes see
colors but detect nothing; the ears listen but the mind knows nothing
atall”

As people, we hear sounds and we see forms. We think everything
we hear and see it as it is. However, if you truly understand your
original nature, you will see as if you did not see, and hear as if you
did not hear; there is neither sound nor form. Does this mean form
and sound do not exist? A person who sees something says it exists, but
another person who did not see anything says it does not exist. So does
it exist or not? Is it really there or not? If you see it, then it is there, if
you do not see it, then it is not there. Hence, we say that everything
is created by the mind. If everything is formed from the mind, then it
really depends on what you want to think and do. A single thing can be
viewed differently. The ears hear all these defiled objects but our mind
does not know. These defiled objects are form, sound, fragrance, flavor
and the sensation; the five desires.

Some people say that they dont believe in this principle. I know
you don’t believe it! I knew that all along. Do you know how I know
that you won't believe it? You have not reached this kind level yet. If
you havent gained this skill, you simply won’t believe it. When you
have really gained this skill, you will be able to see and yet not see, hear
but not hear. The essence of the six consciousnesses - seeing, smelling,
tasting, touching, feeling and knowing—will be in your control. You
can command them to see, or not see; you can command them to
hear or not hear, the same principle holds true for smelling, tasting,
feeling and knowing. For Buddhists, no matter how many years you
have been practicing, if you have encountered any states, you should
not be moved or influenced by them. If you did not move, then that is
Samadhi. If you are influenced by states, then you don’t have Samadhi;
without Samadhi, even if you study Buddhism until you're old, you
won't see any of its benefits.

Now the world we live in is very perilous. How so? This world is like
a burning house, so it is very dangerous because we can easily be burnt.
How can we avoid it? We have to gain the skills I just talked about. Our
“eyes have to see colors but detect nothing; our ears need to listen but
our mind knows nothing at all.” If you can realize your original nature,
you will realize who you truly are. You were a Buddha fundamentally,
so you should return to being one; reflect within and walk the path of
Buddhas. The Buddha is replete with virtue and is adorned with myriad

virtues. When we cultivate and walk on the Buddha’s path, we need to

AucusT 2013 VaJra BopHi Sea |21

NIVY VWNIVHQ V| VIWEVHQ




DHARMA TALk DHARMA RAIN

fes > WEZHTEREREE > A REE BRI
S A BT o AT DA RE MU BIAVEF 2 > w22
R

RS ? BB ABUESE - sEfmA o
FhEe BRI - BREM > PR EUE —EES
- AR T EEEHERIE RS T | R
TREPEETHEZDV? THEAFRTRT ! A
JEIRITHIA 2 /0 2 g8 | BERAEIIRZ T - BFIH]
fit ~ BEEM - RMEEVE 2D 2 IRFIZ M - B
%/t ? SR A~ WA ? Flzs—(E A~ W fE
A2 MmEEY | —EA ~ W{EA#HZ A
o WIRAER > AMOotIEA AR ? 2 A
iy -

Freg " EETHY, c BEEEEER T 1E
LM RIS E R - SREBEE M - ST
BT R ? FERAERE - HAAS o IR R
B > B2EMmAEC ¢ IRECS(EE RN
it A - ERLEEE T - FIBEAYEE - FERRTE
H—&AHAT  HEHBETET  AESH
it NBAE  IRECHA T > HEEEL - SHA
AEHBET » EREE R -

WIS Z > FEEETFR > —BRAEE - A
EAE > —EAREERLEE - —E A2 H
Ry RIMEY - ALE BB > SRR E T 0 B
(HEE? KRB EA] > B T 1 AL E A AL
Y > WEEE T M EIE S R 2 F R
ERFRE MR EREE O 0 i ABIRER
JREY R A Bl 1548 - P DA £ 5 5 — R F I 20
TEAEHEE - A — LB SR R - At R
EIE s e A -

FrLlE A > BaniE(E it R EARZAHE
A BRE R st MiHa —% =2
#OyE M - BRI - s 2 - E—1FE
& > ANBIHCEATE - g5 4 ke > —(ExtE
A — (B R A - REEERA > A
B ITHE - IREEEA > fATTTAT > 2H
REC ? BRERMA ? MBS E G REE - &

BAEH A A RARGS o
HEE B 0 KA R R o

— (A EFEE)

22| &RmERE —o—=F\8

do as many good deeds as we can in order to help us succeed. This is
the most important point. If we have capacity to do something, we
should do good deeds.

What are good deeds? They are deeds that help and benefit others,
just like Bodhisattvas who are enlightened and they in turn enlighten
others. Some people say that they have heard these principles before.
How many times? “More than several dozen times”, they say. But
how much have you actually practiced? It’s true that we've heard
this principle of benefitting others many times, but how much have
we actually done? How many people have we enlightened? Have
we enlightened one or two people? Have we benefitted one or two
people? Maybe not! Maybe we haven’t even benefited one or two
people at all, so listening to these instructions is useless if it doesn’t
prompt you to act.

Hence, it is said, “the way must be practiced, or walked.” You
have to really do things; you have to honestly practice things to claim
that you have done them. Even though others and you might do
exactly the same thing, other people do it for themselves, if you do
it to benefit others, then you are truly practicing the principles that
were mentioned. In the same fashion, if you understand something,
you should pass that knowledge on to others so they can understand
too—this is enlightening oneself and others.

In any case, in this world, everyone does things differently,
even if it’s on the same thing. Some people do it selfishly thinking
only about themselves, while others do it unselfishly by benefiting
others. Those who benefit themselves will end up in the hells. Why?
It’s because they are too selfish! But, those who benefit others also
go to hell! Why? They go for different reasons. They go to help and
transform those who are suffering in the hells, teach them to leave all
their suffering and attain bliss. This is why Earth Store Bodhisattva
is always in the hells making friends with the ghosts but he does it to
help these beings leave all their sufferings and attain bliss.

For an example, there are many people who are confused in this
world. If I understand something, I should share that knowledge
with others. This is what we said, “enlighten oneself while enlighten
others.” In any case, everyone goes about the world differently. Like I
said earlier, some people benefit others and some benefit themselves.
If you would really like to know a person, you should observe and
tell whether that person works for himself or for others? Observe the

person this way, then you will know what he is really like. &

Fach kind of form has its own way,
Without hindering one another;
Leaving the Way to seek another way,
To the end of life is not to see the Way.

— from the “Six Patriarch's Sutra”



