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EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE CHINA PERIOD
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48. The Requirements for Taking Refuge in Him

A great bandit turned away from evil and towards goodness and became a filial
son. For the sake of benefiting his hometown’s villagers, he cut off his own flesh
and offered it to Heaven. With this “foolish” sincerity, he moved Heaven and
Earth. Before long the sun broke through the clouds and the sky became clear.
That shows how greatly evil people need only be willing to turn their hearts
towards goodness to become no different from greatly virtuous people. This is
an excellent example of the saying: ‘Letting go of his knife, a butcher instantly
becomes a Buddha.’

Story in Venerable Master’s Own Words

In my hometown in Manchuria, I had a best friend. He really understood me
and was my fellow cultivator. In what sense was he my fellow cultivator? Because
when I was at home, I observed filial respect towards my deceased mother, which
he did as well. Yet, in what sense were we different? We differed in that before he
observed filial respect, he was a bandit who kidnapped and robbed people.

Once when he was robbing someone, the person shot him in the arm. His

wound took more than half a year to heal and yet still hadn’t recovered. He
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thought to himself: “That person
shot me, and if that shot had killed
me, I wouldnt be alive today,
would I?

I have been a bandit, robbing
and stealing people’s wealth. Now
I am wounded and the wound has
lasted for so long—this must be
because my karmic offenses are so
grave.

He suddenly became repentant

and vowed: “If my wound heals

within one week, I will observe
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filial respect at my parents’ graves

and give up the life of a bandit.”

Quite uncannily, his wound healed

completely in just a few days. He

therefore upheld his vow and went
= to his parents’ graves to observe
filial respect.

What does it mean to observe
filial respect? When a child’s parent has died, the child protects his or her parent’s
grave by staying at its side. This is called observing filial respect. Those who are
still living keep vigil by the side of those who have passed away. It may seem
meaningless, but once you can do it, what once seemed meaningless becomes
meaningful, because of the difficulty in accomplishing it. Day in and day out, a
person does nothing except keep vigil by the gravesite. That person may be able
to endure it for one or two days, but if asked to stay for three years, that would be
beyond his or her capacity of self-sacrifice. Those who are elderly or middle-aged
may find it bearable, because they have a relatively settled disposition. They may
be able to do it for three or six years, but for young people, it is a very difficult task.
Yet, there’s no need to mention other people. I myself knew it was a very bitter
thing to do the day I started the observance, since no one was there to accompany
me.

As for him, he was only 21 years old, and was formerly a bandit. How surprising
it is that he could make the resolve to observe filial respect. It is really difficult!

Before he observed filial respect, he bowed to a teacher. This teacher, called
Dharma Master Zhongyi (f1—), gave him the name You Zhihui (JUE'ZE,
Outstanding Wisdom). This Dharma Master had some psychic powers and taught
him how to exert great effort in meditation. When he was intensively applying
effort, guess what happened: a fire dragon approached him. The dragon wrapped
himself around You Zhihui’s waist three times. The dragon burned him and
inflicted scorching pain upon him. At that critical moment of danger, his teacher
arrived and subdued the fire dragon. The dragon then took refuge. Thereafter the

dragon became a Dharma-protector of Filial Son You.

50 7To be continued
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