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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on Feb. 16, 1979
English Translation by Jin Yan Shr, James Robert, Brooks Hansard
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The Venerable Kapimala was a citizen of Pataliputra. At first, he was master of
External Paths and thoroughly understands all the principles of external paths.
He had great spiritual powers. Yet, when he first met the Twelfth Patriarch, he
bowed and repented.

The patriarch asked, “What is your name? How many followers do you
have?” He answered, “I am Kapimala, and I have three thousand followers.” The
Patriarch asked, “What is the extent of your spiritual powers?” He answered,
“It is almost trivial for me to transform into a vast ocean.” The Patriarch asked,
“Can you transform into the Sea of Nature?” He asked, “What is the Sea of
Nature? I don’t know what that is.” The Patriarch replied, "All the mountains,
all the rivers, and the whole earth are established upon it. Samadhi and the six
powers appear and manifest upon it.

After hearing this, the Venerable Kapimala and all of his disciples requested
the Patriarch to shave their heads. The Patriarch then summoned five hundred
Arhats to transmit the Complete Precepts to Kapimala. Moreover, the Patriarch
bestowed the Dharma Seal upon Kapimala. After receiving the Dharma,
he traveled to the west India and transmitted the Mind Seal to Nagarjuna
Bodhisattva. Then he immediately manifested spiritual powers and burned his

body with fire generated through transformation.

Commentary:
The Venerable Kapimala was a citizen of Pataliputra. Venerable Kapimala is

the thirteenth patriarch. He was born in the country Patali.
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At first, he was master of External Paths and thoroughly understands all the
principles of external paths. He had great spiritual powers. In the beginning, he
was a heretic. He understood all the books on geomancy, involving heaven, earth,
and people. He also had great spiritual penetrations.

Yet, when he first met the Twelfth Patriarch, he bowed and repented. He was
also very naughty. He used his spiritual penetrations to cause many troubles. So
when he first met the Twelfth Patriarch, Ashvagosha Bodhisattva, he bowed his head
in respect and repented to the twelfth patriarch.

The patriarch asked, “What is your name? How many followers do you have?
The Twelfth Patriarch asked him, “What is your name? How many disciples do you
have?”

He answered, “I am Kapimala, and I have three thousand followers.” The
Venerable one replied, “My name is Kapimala. I have three thousand disciples.”

The Patriarch asked, “What is the extent of your spiritual powers?” The
Twelfth Patriarch then asked, “If you used your spiritual powers to the limit, what
could you transform into?” Venerable Kapmala replied, “It is almost trivial for me
to transform into a vast ocean.” Kapimala said, “I can transform myself into the
Gereat Sea. It is almost trivial to me.”

The Patriarch asked, “Can you transform into the Sea of Nature?” The Twelfth
Patriarch then said, “Can you or can you not, transform and become the Sea of
Nature?” He wanted to ask if he could do so.

He asked, “What is the Sea of Nature? I don’t know what that is.” He asked,
“What is the Sea of Nature? How can I do it if I don’t even know what it is?”

The Patriarch replied, “All the mountains, all the rivers, and the whole earth
are established upon it. Samadhi and the six powers appear and manifest upon
it.” The Twelfth Patriarch then said, “Mountains, rivers, and the great earth all arise
from this Sea of Nature. Samadhi and the six spiritual penetrations also come about
from this Sea of Nature.”

After hearing this, the Venerable Kapimala and all of his disciples requested
the Patriarch to shave their heads. When the Venerable One heard this, he and his
disciples requested for permission to leave the home-life.

The Patriarch then summoned five hundred Arhats to transmit the Complete
Precepts to Kapimala. Moreover, the Patriarch bestowed the Dharma Seal upon
Kapimala. The Twelfth Patriarch then summoned five hundred Arhats to transmit
the Complete Precepts to Kapimala. The Twelfth Patriarch also transmitted the
Mind Seal Dharma to Kapimala.

After receiving the Dharma, he traveled to the west India and transmitted
the Mind Seal to Nagarjuna Bodhisattva. After he received the Dharma, he then
travelled to a country in Western India and transmitted the Mind Seal Dharma to
Nagarjuna Bodhisattva.

Then he immediately manifested spiritual powers and burned his body with
fire generated through transformation. He manifested the True Samadhi Fire and

used it to burn his own body.

0 To be continued
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