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The sound of prajna paramita.
Prajna is Sanskrit for wisdom.
Wisdom is also divided into secular
wisdom and transcendental wisdom.

Secular  wisdom is  worldly
knowledge and intellectual debate.
What is that? For instance, advances
in science, advances in philosophy
and all types of scholarship. With
mundane scholarship, a debater who
can explain principles where there are
no principles. That is secular wisdom.

Transcendental wisdom is about
pursuing the Buddhist path diligently
in thought after thought, studying
the Buddhadharma continuously.
Real cultivation of transcendental
wisdom means contemplating the

Buddhadharma  while

dreaming, suffering from sickness

sleeping,

and pain. Someone who does that has
genuine transcendental wisdom.

So, is secular wisdom and
transcendental wisdom one thing
or two? Originally they are one
but it depends on how you use it
Applying it to the secular makes
it secular wisdom; applying it to
transcendental Buddhadharma makes
it transcendental wisdom. Wisdom is
not divided into two. For instance,
upon investigating secular problems,
you come to know that everything
in the world is suffering, empty,
impermanent and not-self.

Now let us use wisdom to
investigate transcendental  studies,
which is transcendental wisdom.
Secular wisdom and transcendental
wisdom are not two. Most people
use a secular form of wisdom but not
transcendental wisdom. Some people
use transcendental wisdom but not
secular wisdom. Ultimately, why is
that so?

Some people are quite intelligent



H T AT o AT H T S R A E > IR

HIHET - EEAEEEETE  REE

ABHEE > FEUEH R AL -
HAFRAEERSIRA ¢

BOBR 3 RIS B > I 3] AL
FAETE ¥ AE 8080 > H98A ROALAG A 3R o

THEEH ) ——RMIA RS A IR
g ? R RBAMI AT A TR S EIETHE -
2R ? [2 sl i T ATy
HoAWMARE > S THFE > AR
5o SREAMCT (R o B0
NIET - IZHEEM - IEEME T EIEM T
e B TSR - [BE0R
ARNEME  EAHE - B2 HAFF
AV - MEEY > M TS ARA
FEME > RAANAE » EERE -

FTLARTAEM TR ZI2RAE > S AR
B EHREIAEENHES > SR
Wi CGEMIRCE R EELL) %EE > 54
tEHR  EEEAES > SAETERN
BT LA BRI 2 2 B2 - IS (E e > 218
HEEITHEET > LS A IR -

"RRRESI AR,  NRATETT > A
DIRA BERARY - 2R SR TR S [E 2]
BHHYZEES F -

"AEREERE,, RSETT
AEMEFFRTERS > NMEI2E - AMEdrE
T BHFFIAREIE R IS - =Ry
i T HRREA S IR -

EEEAERE THC » B ? IR
He NI > Wl e A MRS - RBIR
B > IRFTRIERY » 55 AARIE © REAR
SET BB RIEIRZERA > BTl
A2 HHRBH R eI R -

G R (E R IR - I E A
SRR AIEA A SBE IS
& A —EEEISAAE BRI
HeHEEARR - (B AT REE - SR
BHEIA > BEEE E &R - LS TIr
= AR ABE > FAEEA -

but keep doing muddled things. They would try their best to do unnecessary
things, however, they do not investigate the most important things—Iike the
question of birth and death. Some people investigate transcendental questions
but do not understand secular dharmas. We must “enter the world yet transcend
the world; transcend the world while entered into the world.” Entering the world
and transcending the world interpenetrate one another without hindrance. If
you understand that, then while in the world you can transcend the world. If
you do not understand, then while you try to transcend the world, yet you are
still in the world.

The ancients told us something very useful:

Intelligence results from anonymous good deeds,
Anonymous good deeds lead to intelligence;
Those who don’t believe thar anonymous good deeds increase intelligence,

Let their intelligence cut off the source of intelligence.

“Intelligence”. Why do we people have intelligence? It is because in lives
past we did many virtuous deeds. What are “anonymous good deeds”? They
refer to virtuous deeds we do without letting anyone know. It’s doing good
without broadcasting what you did. For instance, suppose someone died and
had no coffin, so I bought one for him and buried him. That would be a good
deed but for it to be anonymous, I would not tell anyone about it. In general,
one will help to do good deeds without letting other people know about it.

Those who did a lot of anonymous good deeds are intelligent in this lifetime.
Also if in past lives you read Buddhist sutras frequently, such as reading the Vizjra
Prajna Paramita Sutra hundreds of thousands of times, you will be intelligent
in this lifetime. Having studied a lot in the past, you will be intelligent in this
lifetime too. So intelligence is a result of anonymous good deeds. Intelligence in
this lifetime comes from cultivation and virtuous deeds in lives past.

“Anonymous good deeds lead to intelligence”. You are intelligent because of
your virtuous conduct. Virtuous conduct led you onto the path of intelligence.

“Those who don’t believe that anonymous good deeds increase intelligence.”
They have forgotten and so they do not do good deeds. They do not believe in
anonymous good deeds. Instead they use their intelligence to do bad things. In
that way they “let their intelligence cut off the source of intelligence.”

In that case one’s intelligence ends up harming one. How so? If one were
not intelligent, one could not pull off doing bad things. Because of one’s
intelligence, one knows what others do not know and in that way can harm
others. Others don’t realize that such a person is bad. It’s because he “lets his
intelligence cut off the source of intelligence.”

For example, Cao Cao was exceptionally intelligent—smarter than even
ghosts and spirits. But he did not always use his intelligence appropriately. It’s
also true that he did some things well. Although he’s an example of someone
who “let his intelligence cut off the source of intelligence,” he did have some
positive accomplishments. It is my hope that, having heard this verse, people
who like to be intelligent will work hard at doing good deeds. Contribute to

humanity and avoid harming others.
£ To be continued
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