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With the eyes given him from birth,
He will see throughout the three
thousand great thousand world
system. This is an inconceivable state.

He will see the living beings both
inside and out, as well as Mount
Meru—"“Meru” is a Sanskrit word
which means “light”— Sumeru, and
the Iron Ring Range. “Sumeru”
means “wonderfully high”. Mount
Sumeru is at the center of the world,
and the Iron Ring Mountains are just
beyond the fragrant seas. He will see
these as well as the other mountains
and forests; The waters of the great
seas, rivers, and streams.

Below to the Avici hell; Above to
the Peak of Existence. “Avici” means
“unspaced”. In this hell, if there are
many people, it’s full; if there is just
one person, its still full. One person
fills it; a thousand people also fill it.
Ten thousand people also can fit in
this hell and make it just as full as one
person would. It’s called “unspaced”
because there is no space there.

What kind of people fall into the
Avici hell? Those who commit the
Five Rebellious Acts:

1. Killing one’s father

2. Killing one’s mother

3. Killing an Arhat

4. Shedding a Buddha’s blood

5. Breaking up the harmonious
Sangha

“Breaking up the harmonious
Sangha” occurs when one goes into
a Sangha dwelling where everyone is
basically getting along very well, and
proceeds to indulge in a lot of gossip
and get everybody in disharmony.
“Shedding a Buddhas blood” also
includes
Buddha images. If a Buddha is in the
world and you injure him and shed
his blood, you fall into the Avici hell.

damaging or destroying
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If a Buddha has entered Nirvana, the offense is the same if you break or
damage a Buddha image.

If you fall into the Avici hell and try to get out, you won't be able
to. There’s no way out. It’s not known when you will ever escape. A
Bodhisattva or a Buddha might emit light to shine on you, and you will
be able to get out. But such things happen only very rarely.

The “Peak of Existence” is the Heaven of Neither Perception nor
Nonperception—the highest place in the three realms. An astronomer
can’t even think of a place like this, let alone get there. No matter how
advanced science gets, it’s not going to get there! However, one who
lectures on the Dharma Flower Sutra can see this place, the highest of
the heavens.

And he will see all the living beings within—from the pits of
hell to the highest of the heavens. All of this he will completely see.
Although he has not yet gained the Heavenly Eye, His flesh eyes will
have powers such as these. His ordinary physical eyes will have that

much merit and virtue.

Sutra:

Furthermore, Ever-Vigorous, if a good man or a good woman
receives and upholds this Sutra, whether reading it, reciting it,
explaining it to others, or writing it out, that person will obtain
twelve hundred meritorious virtues of the ears. With his pure ears
he will hear throughout the three thousand great thousand world
system, inside and out, below to the Avici hell and above to the

Peak of Existence, all the various sounds and voices.

Commentary:

Furthermore, Ever-Vigorous, if a good man or a good woman
who keeps the Five Precepts and cultivates the Ten Good Deeds, or
a Bhikshu or Bhikshuni who has taken the Complete Precepts, or a
Bodhisattva who has taken the Bodhisattva Precepts, or a Shramanera
who has taken the Shramanera Precepts, receives in the mind and
upholds with the body of this Sutra, whether reading it, reciting it
from memory, explaining it to others, or writing it out, that person
will obtain twelve hundred meritorious virtues of the ears. The ear
is complete in its meritorious virtues because it can hear sounds from
all directions.

With his pure ears, that is, the ones he was born with, “he will hear
throughout the three thousand great thousand world system, inside
and out, below to the Avici hell and above to the Peak of Existence,
all the various sounds and voices”, below to the Avici hell, above to
the the Heaven of Neither Perception nor Nonperception, among these
all kinds of sounds and voices, he can hear them all. Not only clear, but
also being able to distinguish what sounds they are.

s0To be continued
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