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(Continued from the front inner cover)

Not long after we moved in, the small house to our left was listed for sale. The
managing Dharma Master acted quickly to purchase the property after getting
the approval from the board of DRBA. The house was then demolished and
there was only the small restaurant left in the left end corner of the block. We
then found out the rest of the block at the right of our property is owned by
the City of Calgary. It was purchased for road widening and then left vacant
when the plan changed. The City of Calgary then tried to sell it to one of the
neighboring developers.

We also found out that the land where the restaurant was located was also
reserved for road widening. The owner of the restaurant was not on good terms
with the City and after winning the court case, the City kicked them out and
wanted to sell the land to us instead. It was a great opportunity to assemble
this piece of land and turn it into a front court so that there would not be any
building blocking the view of the monastery from the east, north and south.
But at the time, we did not have the budget to purchase the land.

Later on, we paid a visit to the new alderman of our area, a Chinese
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Canadian, Alderman John Mar and explained to him our dilemma. He
agreed with us that turning it to a park was an appropriate land use. He
promised he would try to talk to the City of Calgary departments and the
director of Parks & Recreation. A few months later, we received a call from
the Parks & Recreation notifying us that they will turn the land in front
of the monastery into a public park. They will pay for the construction,
management and ongoing maintenance. We were overwhelmed with the
wonderful news.

This is unbelievable that the City will build a park at our front door on
a piece of valuable land in downtown Calgary right by the Bow River. In
addition, they invited us in the design process. We were heavily involved
to a point that the City council warned them, “Hi guys, you are not using
the tax payers’ money to build this park for the monastery. Remember we
are building the park for the Calgarians. We are the client.” This happened
more than two years ago.

In May 2012, they started the construction of the park. It should be
completed by late August the same year according to the schedule. It was
delayed to May 2013 due to the weather conditions. They later informed us
that they had set May 22 as the grand opening of the park. They asked us
if we were interested to co-host the ceremony. If we decided to participate,
they wanted our input. Our managing Dharma Master’s answer was YES!
YES! YES! It was overwhelming and we were overjoyed. They did not invite
any other neighbouring organizations to co-host the ceremony. In the local
evening TV news, it appeared as if we were the co-owner of the park.

The weather forecast for the grand opening day was cloudy with showers
and the event was set up accordingly. The ceremony was scheduled to start
at 12:15 p.m. The program included opening speeches by Alderman Mah
and the Parks & Recreation director, the artists elaboration of the sculpture
design in the park, the purification of the boundary and transference of
merit led by Dharma Masters and the assembly and joined by the attendees
of the opening ceremony. The ribbon cutting was performed by Alderman

Mah and the honourable guests.
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There was performance by a band, food and drinks were also served

by the City of Calgary. There was also a local poet leading people to write
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poems, rolled them up and hanged them on a cone shape
sculpture made by him. We also submitted an excerpt from the
Pure Conduct Chapter of the Flower Adornment Sutra, which we

found is very relevant to the setting of the event:

Secing a park,

They should wish that all beings
Diligently cultivate the practices
Leading to Buddhas enlightenment

Seeing a garden cultivated,
They should wish that all beings
In the garden of sense desires

Clear away the weeds of craving.

The ceremony ended at 12:45 p.m. The MC announced that
we had organized guided tours in the monastery for the guests
of the event. Snack and beverage were served at the main floor.
The room was filled up quickly and the guests enjoyed our warm
hospitality as well as the opportunity to learn about our practice
for those who have never visited us.

The rain that day did not dampen the enthusiasm of the
attendees. I explained to the guests the meaning of purification of
boundary is to sincerely request the Buddhas and Budhistattvas,
the Dragon Heavenly Gods and Family to bless and guard the
place. I also explained since the dragons live in the water, they
bring a lot of moisture to the place where they go. Today’s rain
proved the Dragon God and their family must have been here.
They all laughed.

In the 20™ Year Anniversary Publication, I shared my
experience in participating in the building of our monastery. I
recognized that building a temple is like practicing Pure Land
Dharma Door, you must commit to the three prerequisites,
i.e. (1) Faith; (2) Vows; and (3) Practice; by doing that you can
empower yourself and achieve beyond your expectation.

In the beginning, I thought buying a piece of valuable
riverfront land is beyond our means, needless to say to build a
50,000 sq ft monastery on it. But now, the monastery of our
dream is gradually completed. There is even an intriguing park at
the front, the Bow River by its side and adequate vacant land at
the back to build a Buddhist school and seniors home as proposed
in our original plan, if we could succeed in swapping our parking
lot across the lane in the south with the City of Calgary’s land in

the west side. All that is unbelievable to me.

(Note: A veggie restaurant as proposed may be opened this

year in the monastery.) &



