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47. The Requirements for Taking Refuge in Him
The Venerable Master usually told his disciples: “The most important thing
in life is taking refuge in the Triple Jewels. Taking refuge is not something
you do just because other people are doing it. You have to have the Dharma-
Selecting Eye rather than practice blindly. In Manchuria, those who took
refuge in the Venerable Master had to fulfill two requirements: First, they
had to bow to their parents every day. Second, they had to sew a patch onto

the Master’s robe.”

Story in Venerable Master’s Own Words

When I was nineteen, many people in Manchuria wanted to take refuge
with me, even though I was only a novice at that time. Why? They thought
I was different than an ordinary person. I walked barefoot in the snow in
the wintertime, and I wore only three layers of fabric year round, without
ever wearing thick clothing. People thought it was unusual that I could do
this without freezing to death, even when the temperature dropped to 34-35
degrees Celsius below zero. So they wanted to take refuge with me. At the
beginning, I didn’t want to accept them as disciples, but they were extremely

sincere and knelt in front of me for several hours without getting up.
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In Manchuria, wherever I went, there were dozens of people
rushing in competition to take refuge with me. Within a radius of 30
miles from the monastery where I lived, every village had my disciples.
I seldom talked to them, but they liked the way I behaved. Wherever 1
went, I only had to meditate and didnt need to speak. Why? Because
in my hometown, the villagers already knew me as Filial Son Bai and
believed that I was the best man to be their teacher and role model.
Because of that, people who met me had faith in me; all those who
hadn’t met me, knew of me as well. I was kind of famous there.

In Manchuria, I set a condition for those who wanted to take
refuge with me. They had to bow to their parents every day. I started
respecting my parents and bowing to them at the age of 12 years old, so
those who wanted to take refuge with me needed to bow at least several
times to their parents. What I value the most is filiality. “The tree seeks
stillness—but the wind continues to blow.” Don’t wait till your parents
pass away; that would be too late.

I wore a mourning-robe while sitting beside my mother’s grave.
After mourning, I dyed it black, hoping to wear it forever in memory
of my mother. Although I never washed the robe, it never got dirty or
smelly; instead, it carried a fragrance. The robe was badly worn out. So
in my hometown, those who took refuge with me would sew a patch
onto my robe. A lot of patches were added to it, until finally there were
three layers. However, I forgot to bring it with me when I left Nan
Hua Monastery. I thought I would return, but couldn’t. I am not sure
whether they still have it or not.

It’s not easy to be a teacher! I had no virtue and was not worthy
of being a teacher. However, it turned out people sincerely requested
to take refuge with me. So I made a vow: I vowed that if any beings
took refuge with me, had faith in me, and could follow my teaching,
I would definitely take them across to the realization of Buddhahood.
Only once they had become Buddhas, would I become a Buddha. I
would wait for them to realize Buddhahood first.

Every time I meet people who want to take refuge with me, I explain
my vow to them. This shows my sincerity towards my disciples. I am
not concerned about how they treat me after taking refuge. In general,
if you practice in accord with the teachings, you will definitely have the
chance to become a Buddha in the future! Today, I have told you the

reasons I made this vow.

<Postscript> In the 1990s, after the Venerable Master observed the
conditions, he made a new rule that people who wanted to take
refuge with him had to bow 10,000 times to the Buddha. Only

then could they become true disciples of him.

s To be continued
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