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During the Xiantong reign period, when I was just at the age of shedding my milk
teeth, I used to play at the foot of Lin'an Mountain. Once, out of the blue, I caught
sight of a boulder standing majestically all by itself, which was rather startling and
strange. Later in life, I spent more than forty years serving in the military. Some time
back, on returning to my native village, I set out searching for this boulder again.
I saw a range of elegant and imposing cliffs forming a mountainous terrain that
circled all around as if in an embrace. Indeed, it was a most suitable location for the
Dharma King’s pure abode. Thereupon, I established a retreat for Chan cultivators,
using the boulder as a seat for the Honored One’s image. As a record of the responses

received, I have composed a septasyllabic verse with a rhyming quartet.

This mountain was where I used to roam as a child;

Before it stood a solitary rock that had given me a startle.

Blanketed by luxuriant vegetation, its auspicious qualities could not be revealed
As there were still many years ahead before upheavals would be pacified.

Halting my four-horse carriage on returning to Jinmen recently,

I proceeded to open up the access to this spiritual mountain and plant blue lotuses.
This golden ground is created for the Three Counties of Wu and the Land of the
Hundred Yue Tribes,

Serving as a field of blessings perpetually for the soldiers and the people.

Stone errorMpuntam Located in Lin’an County in Zhejiang Province.

Xlant%ﬁ reign period of Emperor Yizong of the Tang Dynasty (860 — 874 A.D.) '
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Selected Buddhist Poems by Ancient Chinese Emperors

—King Wusu of the Wuyue Kingdom
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