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Transmission of Precepts in CTTB: A Report on
the thirteenth Precept Platform Commencement
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By Editorial Staff/English Translation
by Michael Lu, Shramanerika Gwo He
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The Dharma Realm Buddhist Association
held their thirteenth 108-day precept
session that begun on April 22", 2013.
The Precept Platform Commencement was
held by Dharma Master Sure and Dharma
Master Lyu in the No Words Hall of the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas at nine in

the morning. This time, 12 Shramaneras

and 17 Shramanerikas became preceptees

to receive intensive training.

[Continued on page 45]
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Transmission of Precepts in CTTB: A Report on
the Thirteenth Precept Platform Commencement (continued)
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(Continued from the front inner cover)

The transmission of precepts is an important event of DRBA and is also a great
event that extends the Buddhas “wisdom-life,” because Sangha members continues
to propagate the Dharma. Every time there is the transmission of precepts, DRBA
will gather manpower and material resources in order to accomplish this task. Not
only are the residing Dharma Masters at the training locations, (the men at the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, and the women at the City of the Dharma Realm),
fully engaged in training these preceptees, but even branch monasteries all over the
world need support because the preceptors come from different branches in different
nations.

The curriculum is based on the Venerable Master’s instructions on the transmission
of precepts: there are simple explanations on the Essential Vinaya for Daily Practice
that include: the Shramanera(ika) Precepts, the Bodhisattva Precepts, and the
Bhikshu(ni) Precepts, which allow preceptees to understand the basic conduct and
deportment of Bhikshu(ni)s. But there is mainly the recitation and memorization
of precepts, bowing to the Buddhas, repentance, review and commentary on the
Venerable Master’s teachings and founding tradition, which allow preceptees to have
something to follow in order to concentrate, give rise to less false thoughts, and
and know the guidelines for the four great deportment of everyday life: walking,
standing, sitting, and reclining.

Out of the 12 preceptees on the men’s side, most of them stayed in CTTB after
they left-home in order to receive training for being Shramaneras. A small number

of them who returned from branch monasteries had already received training for at

JUNE 2013 VaJrA BopHi Sea |45



OH S8 B ‘ DHaARMA Reatm NEws

Pl T =t o =G| VA D
ERTE DR > BT B E D28
bR D ERAN - R HHBCE D S TR
R - AL IR i& bR (HERK
)~ (BEL) ~ CRFEL) kE
N ENERERE - R B
RHVERE Fy/ D5 3R - AP
IR EHE TEEER - B B3
A FEAHARE - R E PR s
AREZATFF > IEARARAVEE FepERE G
o e

BT NS E & o FERIE
DEHE A SHEEy 2R s > 75|
FERTIF &G T AR R — — SR
2RI > R EE e EIE A
WRZFE - BT A HHBECER @
HHHEEEE > HHER - BHRE
B - AP EITRRE - R0
R L - ELERE A A SE
RECEHRBWRATE - RIHEIF—
ww] > WL ERE -

B 1R B EE AT o S o
B POPHEERVAMTRESR - AR EA
FOERA G B R - #

46l wMIBRE —Oo—=F18

least one year at CTTB, so the overall training can be deemed as very smooth and
orderly. For the past few years, those Dharma Masters who were in charge of training
the novices have been extremely dedicated: not only did they supervise the novices’
participation in daily ceremonies in the Buddha Hall, they have also taught precepts
and proper deportment to the novices for long periods of time. Many Bhikshus have
successively opened courses on the Flower Adornment Sutra, the Shurangama Sutra,
the Dharma Flower Sutra, and on the Venerable Master’s Life Events. They have
also invited professional scholars to have classes with the novices, allowing them to
increase their worldly and transcendental knowledge. The precepts are the roots of
Bodhi, so during the precept session, there will be special lectures given by senior
Bhikshus on the practicing and upholding of precepts, which are to encourage these
future Bhikshus to completely reform themselves and be “reborn again.”

After the female preceptees walked out of the No Words Hall, they lined up and
entered the Buddha Hall in the Joyous Giving House. Six guiding Dharma Masters
gave some more short instructional talks, telling the new preceptees to make vows to
receive the pure precept substances and also that becoming Bhikshunis meant taking
on the work of Buddhas. Cultivation doesn’t mean just being responsible for yourself;
you also have to be responsible for the Sangha, for Buddhism, and for all living beings.
During the precept session, strike up your spirits and concentrate on memorizing the
precepts. When the mind is calm and tranquil, then it will be easy to reflect on your
own bad habits. You should take advantage of this opportunity and give yourself a
good “washing,” hoping to transform your temperament and personality.

Finally, the message we would like to leave the preceptees is: be outstanding,
distinctive, and prominent carriers of the Buddhadharma, and live up to the
expectations and painstaking nurturing of the Venerable Master and the Sangha of
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