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. By Nu Chuan Zhang on Jan. 31*, 2013 in the Buddha Hall at CTTB
English Translation by Iris Zhao
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I want to offer a suggestion here. Besides supplying a good foundation
and environment, we need to leave the children some freedom to explore
their own natural instinct and interests. As for my grading style which
might seem less generous, I ask that parents and alike, rest assured that a
‘C’ only indicates that the student simply needs improvement and does
not imply that his or her performance is a failure.

From what I said tonight, you might have come to the conclusion
that during my process of learning Chinese literature, I personally had
no specific points of interest. This language subject covers a broad range
of areas, such as Confucian classics, history, non-Confucian classics,
and collection of poems, articles, essays etc. But all I knew then was to
persevere and that giving up was not an option.

I still remember the pains and challenges of the classes offered by
that professor I previously mentioned. Many times, I was lost and
disoriented in his lectures but patience helped me work through the
frustration year after year. I actually learned quite a bit from him in the
end. The general rule is that a student will eventually grasp the logic
and the breadth of knowledge of an average professor within a couple
of years, with patience.

But every rule has an exception. I have not yet figured that professor
out even after over ten years of being with him. What attracted me
was his self-motivation and creativity; same class but different content
every year. His determination of continuously improving himself was an
inspiration to many students.

Self-motivation is an essential element in the process of learning. Even
though the inspiration from teachers is also very important, however,
my personal criteria for what is most important are perseverance and
vigor.

It still is very acceptable if a student has not yet developed his or

her interest in learning Chinese. I believe that perfecting the native
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Kindness:

A Vegetarian Poetry Anthology
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language is more critical; it can take a lifetime to do it right. How
much one can master a native language reflects on his gift for learning
other languages. So, give children more time and space, I believe they
will be happier that way.

A Dharma Master asked me why I gave up my teaching position
and became a volunteer. I believe that was because an instantaneous
thought, which is the following: academic research is to investigate
historical figures and events and to study other people’s greed, hatred
and ignorance.

Historian researchers have to rely on proven evidence to voice
an opinion. But I felt that we just need a basic foundation for this
kind of academic training, it is not necessary for us to accomplish all
the research by myself. With the rest of our life and energy, the most
important principle to work on is controlling one's level of greed,
hatred, and ignorance. This work is very personal. We must do it, no
one can and no one may do it for us.

It was this strong principle that drove me to make the decision I
have come to make today; that is to quit my salaried job and become
a volunteer teacher. I feel that I was pretty courageous in making such

a decision. &
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Translated by the Buddhist Text Translation Society:

Kindness wins poetry division of the 2013 Green Book Festival

| Chinese Translation by GongXi
Kindness: A Vegetarian Poetry Anthology, published by the Buddhist Text Translation Society (BTTS), has won first place in the
poetry division of the 2013 San Francisco Green Book Festival.

Every spring, the Green Book Festival honors books that contribute to greater understanding, respect for and positive action on
the changing worldwide environment, and Kindness does exactly that. The preface of Kindness states, “These poems arise from the
insights of interdependence. The spiritual well-being of humanity on earth is tied to the well-being of animals.”

Kindness was created by Reverend Heng Sure, PhD, translated 22 poems from selections of Tang, Song Dynasty until the Republic
of China poems. A total of 15 poets’ work is included, such as Du Fu, Bai Juyi, Su Shi, Oy Yang Xiu, Dharma Master Hong Yi, Ven.
Master Xuan Hua, etc. Novice Guo He added the illustrations, and Bikshuni Heng Lung did the book design and layout. In order that
everyone can benefit from this book, BTTS will make it available for free download at http://btts.drba.org/free-ebooks-library.html.
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