Wisdom 1Is the Mother of All Buddhas

"N E ] RAEAFBRZF

By Bhikshuni Heng Yin on Dec. 20®, 2012 in the Buddha Hall at CTTB Pb i BB R0 2012F12A208 & #hiR KB
Chinese Translation by Yihuan Shi o &R ‘1’ E

BoboHi FIELD r%ﬁ i B

First I'd like to recap what we heard tonight from Bt FRAEE S AREELY (FEERLK) o R AEEEK IR
the Avatamsaka Sutra, because this passage is really R E[EEE > E|HAE LSS AGRAVEE R | S ESEAERTIC
inconceivable. The youth Sudhana has already reached the  Z==mrgr— A > EEERIe A 2R EEE - 4R > e T
Buddha’s state, and this is represented by Lady Maya, who KBEER S JTE R T | IE/H El o o EEER S AR
is the mother of all Buddhas. Her liberation door, her way TR [FREEE S B - SRR > e
of becoming liberated, is the Great Vows and Wisdom of B e P o
B IR e LA R IR A2 AR > ML {ERG R EER R A
RE T EREFTA T S ATSE (i th B A ARG - AR
A o BEHR R A RIFTA S ak AR - 555 BILEIX
AIEHH > REEEA T - BERRR B BIFTA AR —4 - 4
EEIM a0 B bR A - Al IhEY
+ o B AR IS EED
+ o EGEEFHL A
O TAE ©

KFHEEEEH - &
HIAFTA R - (2R
MBRAHIE A - FEARA
HI B BE ] LUB ST A RYIE
2 N TE=g: =972 NG
I > FIPMERER
HEEC&EMATA

] °
FERR ARER > £
e AR - TEEEE
UEERRE S T N &
& BAEEAEIEA
g - BRRGHR - EREMTA]

All Being Like an Illusion. She is able to see everything
as an illusion. She gave birth not only to Shakyamuni
Buddha, but at the same time and throughout history

and into the future, she will be the mother of all Buddhas

in all worlds.
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When Shakyamuni Buddha as a bodhisattva went into her womb,
the Buddhas of all worlds also entered her body and then manifested
birth. Lady Maya sees that before any of Shakyamuni Buddha is born,
he emits bright light from every pore on his body, and in that bright
light she can see the lives of all the future Buddhas, including how
they will teach beings and purify Buddhalands. The Master mentions
that to purify Buddhalands, we must first purify own minds; our
minds cannot harbor impure thoughts.

Also, this light shines upon all worlds and then re-enters Lady
Maya’s body. Her body encompasses all of these states yet does not
change its size and shape; it doesn’t expand and yet it transcends all
worlds.

The bodhisattva does not enter the womb alone, but together with
an infinitely huge retinue of other bodhisattvas and dragon kings. He
and all of his companions move freely within the womb, where they
can traverse many worlds and trichiliocosms. So, just by reading this
short passage of the sutra, our minds’ attachments to time and space
are blown apart. In an earlier commentary, the Master talked about
how all the samadhis and dharma doors in this sutra are not beyond
our own inherent nature. That means that our own inherent nature
has the capability to expand to encompass all of what is described in
the sutra, potentially—but we will need to cultivate to get there.

Another significant point was that wisdom is the mother of all
Buddhas, and is portrayed as a female, Lady Maya. There is also the
metaphor of family relations — the Buddha has a mother (representing
wisdom) and a retinue.

Now I'm going to jump to another topic that is somewhat
related. Last week, people know that there were these shootings in
Connecticut, where a young man in his twenties shot his mother and
twenty-some people at a school including mostly five to ten-year old
children, and then himself.

We ask: why? Did he have a bad childhood? Or mental illness? Was
he bullied? Did he feel left out? Did he feel like he was a failure? Did
he find no meaning in his life? This kind of thing is not uncommon
in our world, especially in the United States.

In Oregon, there was another person who dressed up like a killing
hero in a video game, and who said, “I'm the hero in the video game
who kills people,” as he opened fire in a shopping mall and killed
several people. These things happen frequently, and we ask, why?
What's wrong with our society if such things happen so often? Why
do people kill their own family members?

From a Buddhist point of view, we look at the mind. Just now the
Venerable Master talked about how we need to purify our minds to
purify Buddhalands. Obviously, before we have purified our minds
completely, we have some impure seeds in our consciousness. These

impure seeds might be frustrations built up from anger, resentment,
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jealousy, grudges, or fear, or maybe just a feeling that life is meaning]ess.
A person might feel that he has no connection with others and therefore
does not care about anyone, so that whether he lives or dies or anyone
else lives or dies does not make any difference to him.

Many young people also plant seeds in their consciousness through
watching violent video games and movies that glorify shooting and
killing, giving them the idea that that’s the only way one can make
a difference. The Connecticut killer’s mother had collected guns and
taught her son how to shoot, so he used her guns to kill her and then
himself.

I think the more fundamental issue is our modern culture, which
emphasizes individualism, the rights of the individual, and striving to
meet one’s own needs and not caring about any other person unless that
person can benefit one. If a person does not have a close-knit family or
community, he may feel isolated or superior to others, seeing himself as
important and everyone else as unimportant.

I remember when I first left home, the Venerable Master was telling
people in Taiwan, “Don’t be so enamored of Americans. Ninety-nine
percent of their marriages end up in divorce.” I remember thinking,
“That is way too exaggerated — it’s not that bad.” But more than ten
years later, his words have become more and more true. In the past,
most of our children in the school had two parents and intact families,
and they were on the whole happy and healthy, with good self-esteem.
Now the norm is single parent families, and most children have some
emotional or psychological issues.

Although the culture pushes individualism, at heart, we are social
and relational beings. The reality is that we are not purely individuals
who can afford to ignore other people. Without our parents, we would
not even exist. Without family, friends, teachers, elders, we wouldn’t be
who we are and our lives would not have the meaning that they do. I
find that Asian traditional culture stresses the relational world view a
lot more. The Confucian virtues of filial piety, fraternal respect, loyalty,
trustworthiness, propriety, fairness, incorruptibility, and a sense of
conscience — these actually help us to become psychologically healthy
and to have a rich network of interpersonal relationships. We're not
talking about sticky attachments. As humans, we are part of a greater
whole, and we can learn to identify ourselves as the whole, out of
compassion, so that we can actually feel for everybody and empathize
with all the suffering in the world.

Some of the students in our schools may have behavior issues or
academic struggles. If teachers look into these, they generally discover
that these problems stem from earlier events in their lives—domestic
abuse, family conflicts, divorce, separation, seeing their parent get
arrested, running away from home, neglect or lack of love. So by the
time they come to school, they are already emotionally compromised.

Nevertheless, we have found that, even though we are just teachers and
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volunteers, not professional counselors, by providing enough caring,
attention, guidance, and time, we start to see some transformation in
our students in a couple years, or maybe not until five or so years later.
But it’s usually a slow process. We have to have faith, because all that
is good, all the wondrous states are within our true minds—and those
of the students. They are just buried, yet to be discovered.

This year, our school is conducting a self-study to renew our
accreditation. This happens every six years. Our high school was
first accredited six years ago, and its time for another visit. The
chairperson of our accreditation visiting team came to visit the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas last week.

She asked us, “What is your school’s mission?” We explained to
her that basically we hope students learn to be filial to their parents by
repaying their parents’ kindness, and so forth. This woman had never
visited a private school. She started out in the army and later worked
in public schools. Now she works for the California Department of
Education. She was happy to hear about the concept of honoring
parents and said, “Wow, my kids really need this!” We showed her
the Standards for Students, and she immediately requested a copy to
take home.

She spent half a day visiting the campus and had lunch at Junkang
restaurant. When it was about time for her to leave, she said, “Well,
could I take a look at your Buddha Hall?” She had only toured the
school as there was no time to visit other places, but I said, “Of course,
I'll take you to the Buddha Hall.” 7he Great Compassion Repentance
was being held, and she stood in the back to watch.

She was fascinated as we explained to her the ritual of bowing
to the Buddhas, who Guanyin Bodhisattva is, and how our students
may be Christians or other religions, or atheists, yet we bring them
to the Buddha Hall and explain to them that bowing to the Buddhas
is a ritual way of honoring our own inherent wisdom—our Buddha
nature. We tell the students they are free to think whatever they want,
for example, they can be worshipping God as they bow. We invite
them to practice the ritual according to their own religious values.

Later we took her to the Patriarch Hall to see the statue of the
Venerable Master. She was impressed and said, “Do your students
realize how lucky they are to be able to come to a place like this
Buddha Hall?” I said, “Actually, they probably don’t consider
themselves lucky. Some of them realize the benefits of being in the
Buddha Hall only after they graduate and leave this place. Right now,
most of them still feel, T'm too tired or I'm too busy, I don’t want to
do evening ceremony’ — but they still do it.”

To close, I would just like to say that as a Sangha member, I feel
very lucky to be in a community that co-creates meaning because we
share the same practices, aspirations, and values; there’s a strong sense

of belonging. We've left our family life but feel even more strongly
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connected to our family in the sense that our minds have expanded so
that we can dedicate merit and cultivate in a way that encompasses not
only our lay and Sangha family but also the world in general. I hope
that every Sangha member and all the laypeople in our community also
have this sense of belonging.

In order to have a good community, we need to reach out to
everybody and also need to speak out if we are feeling alone, so that
others are aware of that. We are all extremely busy here, and sometimes
we seem to just be running past one another without showing much
caring, but actually, the spirit of Buddhism is to care about all living

beings. Amitabha. &
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