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EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE CHINA PERIOD
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Nurture Rare Talent (continued)
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A new edition by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

Translated into English by Genglin Zheng and others
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46. How Zhanhai Requested the Master to Be His Teacher

The ancient people were unafraid of suffering; in order to put an end to
birth and death they crossed mountains and waded waters seeking a master
of the Way. When they met a good and wise advisor, they would follow
the teaching and vow never to change their minds. The story of how Guan
Zhanhai requested the Venerable Master to be his teacher makes us deeply

appreciate that being the disciple of a Venerable master is a supreme blessing.

Story in Venerable Master’s Own Words

Guan Zhanhai and his uncle searched here and there for the Way for
three years, when adding another two years that they spent, it would have
been a total of five years that they searched for a master without fruition.
Guan Zhanhai was very kind to me. He brought me many nice things on
New Year’s Day and on other holidays as well. I thought it was just because
he liked me. Once, I brought him to Sanyuan Monastery to visit the Abbot.
I thought perhaps he would request the Abbot to be his master, but he didn’t.

On the way back, as we were passing a grove of trees, he suddenly
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clutched my sleeve and fell to his knees in front of me. I asked him, “What
are you doing?” He said, “During all the years I've spent searching for
the Way, the one I've trusted most is YOU. Now, I must have you as my
master!” At that time, I pretended to be angry; I brushed him aside and
left him. After walking about half a mile, I turned around and saw the boy
still kneeling and crying.

I returned to him and asked, “What are you doing?” He begged me,
“Please take me as a disciple, otherwise I will remain kneeling here until
I die.” I said, “Excellent! If you remain kneeling here until you die, no
one will compensate you for your loss of life, because no one asked you
to kneel.” Then, I left him. After walking about a mile, I saw him still
kneeling there, and this time I was unable to bear it anymore. Feeling
compassion for him, I turned back and accepted him as my disciple. Guan
Zhanhai was my first disciple in Manchuria. He was already a vegetarian
before taking refuge with me. After taking refuge, he practiced eating only
one meal a day at noon, and sleeping while sitting-up. He was truly filial
and always thinking of his teacher.

[Postscript] Having mourned for three years, the Venerable Master
packed up all his books in a big wooden box and sent them to Guan
Zhanhai’s house at Beiyin River County. By the time the Master’s family
heard that he was in Sanyuan Monastery, the Venerable Master had already
shaved his head and left the home-life.

2 To be continued
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If you can regard the Sutra lectures as being especially important, then you have pretty much fulfilled your

duties as a Buddhist.
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Q: Is the transference of merit required after each sutra recitation?

A: To transfer merit is an attachment. Not to transfer merit is also an attachment. “If you are attached to

marks, then you are going the wrong direction, but if you don’t try anything at all, you will fall into the

pit of nihilism.” Whenever you become attached to anything, it’s not in accord with Buddhism.
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