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Why Must We Rely on Making Offerings to All Buddhas?
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A Talk by Bhikshu Jin Fan on March 23, 2013 in the Avatamsaka Chinese Study Group
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In the Leaving the World Chapter of the Flower Adornment Sutra, it
says, “Rely on making offerings to all Buddhas in order to cultivate
Bodhisattva conduct.” The Venerable Master’s explanation is, “One must
rely on making offerings to all Buddhas in order to practice Bodhisattva
conduct.”

I feel that this is very important. In the past, when Great Master
Zhi Zhe was lecturing on the Pure Land Dharma Door, he said that
us living beings have not accomplished our skills, so when you have
not accomplished your karma of the Way yet, you must depend on the
Buddhas. For example, you might make a great resolve and proclaim, “I
will cross over living beings,” but you don’t even have the ability to do

so. Therefore, the best way is to rely on the Buddhas in our cultivation.
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Great Master Zhi Zhe made a very good analogy about little chicks.
When these little birds have just emerged from their shells, they don’t
know how to fly, so who do they rely upon? They rely on and never leave
their tree. If they leave their tree, or if the wind blows them away from
their home, then they will fall down. Therefore, they must grow in their
nest on the tree; once they have become adults and have stronger wings,
then they will be able to fly. At that time, you will be able to cross over
and transform living beings; but before then, you must first rely on the
Buddhas in your cultivation.

In another analogy, Great Master Zhi Zhe talks about how we bring
forth the Bodhi resolve and wish to cross over living beings, but our karma
of the Way has not been accomplished and yet we don’t know we lack this
ability. This is like seeing a person or one of your friends or relatives fall
into a river. You want to practice the Bodhisattva Path and jump into the
river to rescue that person; however, once you jump in, you realize you
don’t know how to swim. Whats the result? Both you and that person
drown. Not only are you unable to help the person, even you yourself will
be drowned.

Great Master Zhi Zhe said that this is because we do not have the
wisdom or the expedience, nor do we understand the Dharma Door
that is suited to our potentials. The meaning of this is: When you have
accomplished your cultivation, then you will have a boat or a rope, so you
will know how to save the living beings that are drowning—this represents
that you now have the ability to save living beings.

Consequently, Great Master Zhi Zhe encourages everyone to practice
the Pure Land Dharma Door. We should “rely on the Buddhas,” going to
the Western Land of Ultimate Bliss to rely on Amitabha Buddha. Once you
have attained to the patience of the non-production of Dharma and have
become a Bodhisattva of the eighth ground, the Ground of Non-moving,
you will have no more attachments and then you can return to the Saha
World to cross over living beings. At that time, you will have the required
wisdom and expedience; not only will you be able to cross over living
beings, you also won't be “crossed over” by the living beings themselves.
What is meant by “being crossed over by living beings themselves” is that
you are negatively influenced by living beings and also commit evil deeds,
thus causing yourself to descend.

It is just like us people in the Saha World. If any one of us tries to teach
and transform others, in the end it is possible that we are transformed by
living beings. Of course, this “transformation” is not true teaching; it is
our descending. That is why sometimes you see some left-home people or
laypeople who constantly say that they are going to cross over and teach
living beings, but in the end, some unexpected things occur.

Recently, I heard a Dharma Master say in the Buddha Hall that in the
past he had attended an association for group cultivation in Taiwan, which
is a Buddhist society led by laypeople. The people there were also very

resolute, reciting sutras, bowing to the Buddhas, bowing repentances, and
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other Buddhist ceremonies. Furthermore, the laypeople could be wei-
nuo (leaders of ceremonies), could chant and recite, and could speak the
Dharma. Everybody practiced vigorously as if they had really brought
forth the Bodhi resolve. However, some of the people who were responsible
ended up marrying other people within the association. Look at this:
after practicing for a time, they ended up practicing upside-down ways.
Why is this? It’s because their cultivation have not been accomplished yet.
They don’t have accomplishments, so they will easily be turned by states.
When theyre being influenced, they have no clue and are completely
unaware, and when they realize whats happening, it’s already too late!
This is dangerous indeed.

Therefore, it says here that we should “rely on making offerings to all
Buddhas:” this is very important. We living beings who are here in the
Saha World shouldn’t make vows to remain in this world; it’s best that
you first “study overseas” in the Land of Ultimate Bliss, and then it won't
be easy for you to return. At that time, if Amitabha Buddha or Guan Yin
Bodhisattva feels that you have the ability and can return to the worlds
of the ten directions to cross over living beings, then you can attain self-
mastery. Thus, I believe that in our cultivation, we should first have a
proper mind-set.

The sutra says, “Rely on subduing all living beings in order to
cultivate Bodhisattva conduct.” The Venerable Master’s explanation is:
“Rely on subduing all living beings in order to practice the conducts that
Bodhisattvas should cultivate.”

Subduing all living beings is not a state that living beings can attain
to. You shouldn’t look at the sutra text and then declare that you also
are going to subdue all living beings. You yourself must have virtuous
conduct; if you lack virtuous conduct, then you have no way to do so.

There are two ways of teaching and transforming living beings: the
first is gathering in and receiving. This method is for living beings who are
gentle and compliant and who listen to whatever you teach them—these
are the easier ones. But for living beings who are stubborn and adamant,
you must subdue them. Thus, if you want to subdue stubborn living
beings but you don’t have virtuous conduct nor have you attained to the
state of the Bodhisattvas, you must never try it out unless you have much
confidence. That is why the commentary says “Rely on subduing all
living beings in order to practice the conducts that Bodhisattvas should
cultivate.”

The sutra text says, “Rely on drawing near to all wholesome friends
in order to cultivate the Bodhisattva conduct.” The Venerable Master’s
commentary goes: “Rely on drawing near to all good friends and staying
away from all evil friends in order to practice the Bodhisattva conduct.”

This is also very important, as the saying goes: “Being near vermillion,
one becomes red; being near ink, one becomes black.” If you meet good
friends in this world, then you will become a good person; but if you

meet evil friends in this world, then you might become an evil person as
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When causes and conditions come together, retribution will still be personally undergone.” In all

our actions, how can we possibly not be cautious and attentive, ‘as if standing on the edge of a deep

abyss, as if treading on thin ice!
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well. Likewise, in cultivation we must also rely on good friends because they
are our good knowing advisors. The best and most straightforward way is to
go to the Western Land of Ultimate Bliss, where all foremost good people
are gathered in one place and there are no evil people. There, it is definitely
pure, and it is all the foremost good people; thus once there, you can rely on
all good friends.

In our present world, good and evil friends are not easily distinguished.
Because before you have obtained wisdom, sometimes it is truly hard to
know if someone is truly good or actually evil. Many people in this world are
fake or act similarly to good people but really aren’t. You might say, “Wow!
This person is really good! He is comparable to even the sages and worthy
ones!” and then believe in him. But because your so-called “good friend”
have not attained to the state of irreversibility, once he practices to a certain
level, he will be turned. When he is turned, he doesn’t know, you also don’t
know, and so you are turned along with him. This is really dangerous!

Therefore, if we are talking about this world, I feel that a safer place is the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. I believe the City is kind of like where all
foremost good people gather in one place. Because those who want to learn
to be good as well as those who had past affinities with the Venerable Master
would be received and gathered into the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.
Yesterday, I wrote a letter to a layperson and described my own feelings,
saying, “I feel that in the City, whatever others say, I would believe. Why?
Because in the City, the people can't really be bad, so I dont have to wrack
my brain to think. Whatever others say, I would believe.”

I further told him, “But if you are outside, in the evil world of the five
turbidities, where good and evil are mixed together, then it will be hard for
you to distinguish. Sometimes when other people wish to hurt you, they will
first wear a mask or disguise, thus making you unaware of their purpose or
motives. Therefore, in the outside world, you must truly be very careful and
be cautious and aware of everything. If you let your attention slip, then you
might be tricked or deceived; your so-called friends might trick your money.
Young women outside are also in great danger, as many people might try to
seduce them. Thus, life outside is not easy.”

But in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, the worries on this matter
become much smaller. It’s not that there aren’t any more worries; it’s just that
the possibility of it occurring is extremely small. Thus, we can more easily

cultivate here; this is an important point of “relying on wholesome friends.” &
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A sutra says, ‘Even though a hundred thousand kalpas pass, karma which is created does not perish.




