CITY of TEN THOUSAND BUDDHAS
is The True Place for Cultivating

FAb £ A 19935 B = 3 3 4k 2, . Instructional Talk given by Ven. Master Hua in the Buddha Hall at CTTB , 1993
XK~ A OhE . English Translation by Caoxi Water and Qing He
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(B EERZ% ﬁ‘gg%ﬁﬁ’\jlb > The Master says, “Time is running short, and although I'm still not feeling
EHRERAIEAT > k&G R e L ~ . well, I will try my best to teach you something about culture, principles, and
%[] R A EIEE < ) common sense. | give you my best from the bottom of my heart.

ESEN A mAKRIES, » BARE For those who live in the Way place, the least they can do is not to
HAEy AEJER - REEEA Y AGBE L bother others and not cause people to lose their Bodhi resolves. This is the

EEMAIEEAR - RIBIREFLL » 2%t basic of being a human being. You may work hard, either investigating Chan
U ~ 2ty » dEsmEe (e » IREFAIE - or reciting the Buddha’s name, but no matter what you do, only when you
JiEE YIRS - UiRE RIETT 0 B practice according to the Buddhas of the ten directions and their the “four

A BEH TR EERY - unlimited aspects of minds”, (kindness, compassion, joy, and equanimity), can
RRKRIABECIZT G > EESEEZM you achieve something.
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Every day you fear that you might suffer a loss and are
unwilling to do any extra work for the Way place. Yet, at
your job, you come to work on time and don’t care anything
about the temple. In the past when there were fewer people,
everyone cared a great deal about the Way place. Now we
have more people, but it is as the saying goes: “When more
dragons are around, people have droughts or floods.” Why
didn’t I say something before about this? It is because I want
to build this Way place in the Western society and since
we are at the beginning stages of project, one has to test
things little by little, just as if we were conducting a new
experiement in a laboratory. We gain experience slowly, and
when the time is ripe, we want to keep only those who work
hard in cultivating, and get rid of lazy workers. We will be
“ruthless and spare none”. No need to say more. If we can
get one good cultivator out of ten thousand, I'll be happy.
You can say that those who are around now are just learning
and getting their feet wet.

America has a very different culture; it is a place rampant
with strange religions and sects. Buddhism hasn’t taken its
root yet. Without the roots, nothing goes well and it is very
hard to establish a Way place. For this reason, I would take
in anyone, good or bad. Here we have people of all sorts
from everywhere.

So in the future when we want to cultivate seriously,
we want to curl up if we were dragons and lay down if
we were tigers. We must follow exactly the rules and the
prescribed orders. You cannot make the slightest mistake in
cultivation. “An error the breadth of a single hair can lead
you a thousand miles astray.”

Therefore, in the future we’ll establish a Chan hall, a
recitation hall, a lecture hall for sutras and vinayas. We also
will set up the Esoteric School. Here, we will have all kinds
of studies that Buddhism encompasses. In U.S., we will
build a Buddha Dharma place for true cultivation; it will
be a fresh place that produces Buddhas and Bodhisattvas.
I once said some twenty years ago that, “I'm a brick layer,
a cement mixer, a bridge, and a road. Those who want to
cultivate can walk upon me to the Buddha-land to become
Buddhas. Those who walk upon me must follow the path
of the Bodhisattvas. Those who shelter in the monastery,
which I, the brick layer and cement mixer, have built will
become Buddhas under its very roof.” Yes, I have come to
create living Bodhisattvas and Buddhas. This fact should
not be taken lightly.

People outside of CTTB often say that we are highly
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disciplined here. We must reflect upon
this and live to up our name. If the rules
at CTTB are very strict, then why am I
not following them? If CTTB is a place
for true cultivators, then why am [ am not
cultivating? Why I am lazy and only seek
comfort and ease? Why am I just drifting
alone aimlessly and wasting time? When
one is at CT'TB, one must resolve ten ten
thousand times to cultivate. You can’t be
just lazy or casual here.

Therefore do not waste time; every
moment of time is a moment of life. When
time passes, you cannot get it back. Do
not waste the food of the Way place; don’
act as if you just sit there eating your fill
and wait for your death. CTTB can’t have
such people! If you are like one of those,
you must change quickly. If you don't
change, then don’t hope to stay in CTTB
in the future. CTTB is for true cultivators,
not for people who put on a mask of
cultivation but in reality squanders time
away.

Why have we been forced to do
something? Why cant we make a Bodhi
resolve and do what others can’t® Why
are we such good-for-nothings? If you
don’t strive hard to cultivate, then you are
creating evil karma, let alone if you haven’t
created any merit and virtue in the first
place. And even you have some merit and
virtue, your evil karma will cancel them
out. If the amount of evil karma is heavy,
then that of merit and virtue would be
light. Without virtuous deeds to back you
up, all your time would have been wasted,
and so you would be wasting your life.
Therefore, here at CTTB, we must not
be lenient in finding faults with ourselves;
we must draw lessons from painful pasts.
Don’t be fond of ease and averse to work.
Don’t always refuse anything when
there is the slightest loss involved. In
everything you do, do not wish for petty
gains, muddling through your work for

momentary ease and comfort. &=



