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This is the nineteenth of the twenty-eight
chapters of the Wonderful Dharma Lotus Flower
Sutra. The previous chapter talked about the
merit and virtue of rejoicing in accord with the
Sutra which is boundless. In this chapter we
hear about a Dharma Master who explains
and lectures on the Dharma Flower Sutra, who
writes it out, receives and upholds it, reads or
recites it aloud. 7he Merit and Virtue derived
from these acts is greater than that of one who
newly rejoices along in accord.

What is a Dbarma Master: “Dharma”
refers to the Buddhadharma. We take the
Buddhadharma as our “Master”. A Dharma
Master takes the Buddhadharma as his guide. A
Dharma Master also gives the Buddhadharma
to living beings.

There are five types of Dharma Masters:

1. Dharma Masters who lecture on the
sutras. They explain and expound the sutras to
living beings.

2. Dharma Masters who read the sutras.

3. Dharma Masters who recite the sutras.
They have memorized the sutras and can recite
them without referring to the texts.

4. Dharma Masters who uphold the sutras.
They practice in accord with the teachings
of the sutras, receiving with their minds and
practicing with their bodies.

5. Dharma Masters who write and copy
the sutras. After copying them, they may
place them in a jeweled stupa, or print them
and circulate them throughout the world. The
merit and virtue obtained from placing sutras
in a stupa so that people may bow and make
offerings to them is unfathomable. If you can
copy the sutras and circulate them all over the
world, your merit and virtue will abide forever.

These are the five types of Dharma Masters

whose virtue is inconceivable.

Sutra:
Buddha told the
Bodhisattva Mahasattva Ever Vigorous. If

At that time the

a good man or a good woman receives and

upholds the Dharma Flower Sutra, whether
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reading it, reciting it, explaining it to others, or writing it out,
that person will obtain eight hundred meritorious virtues of
the eyes, twelve hundred meritorious virtues of the ears, eight

hundred meritorious virtues of the nose, twelve hundred .
meritorious virtues of the tongue, eight hundred meritorious 4
virtues of the body, and twelve hundred meritorious virtues of
the mind. By means of these meritorious virtues, he adorns his 4

six faculties, causing them all to become pure.

Commentary:
At that time the Buddha told the Bodhisattva Mahasattva '
Ever Vigorous something more about merit and virtue. When he .oy
had finished chapter eighteen, he went on to chapter nineteen,
which discusses the merit and virtue of a Dharma Master. The
Buddha told the Bodhisattva Mahasattva Ever Vigorous, in
order to obtain merit and virtue, you must be vigorous. If you are
not vigorous, you will have no merit and virtue. The Bodhisattva,
Mahasattva is the target audience in this chapter, and the Buddha \\
told him, if a good man or a good woman, one who has taken :

the Five Precepts and practices the Ten Good Deeds, receives and

it from memory, explaining it to others, or writing it out.

That person will obtain eight hundred meritorious virtues
of the eyes, twelve hundred meritorious virtues of the ears, :
eight hundred meritorious virtues of the nose, twelve hundred
meritorious virtues of the tongue, eight hundred meritorious
virtues of the body, and twelve hundred meritorious virtues of
the mind.

Basically, each of the six sense organs has a potential of twelve
hundred meritorious virtues. They divide into the three periods ' 3 r
of time—past, present, and future—and the four directions of
north, east, south, and west. In the front there are three hundred |

meritorious virtues; in the back there are three hundred meritorious
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Now why do we say that the eyes have only eight hundred

virtues; on the left there are three hundred meritorious virtues;
and on the right there are three hundred meritorious virtues. That.

makes twelve hundred meritorious virtues.

meritorious virtues? Because our range of vision is limited. If we
look straight ahead, we cannot see behind at the same time. While
we are looking to our left, we cannot see what is to our right.

“I don’t believe that. You tell us that if one opens the Five Eyes,
one can see in front and behind at the same time”, you protest.
Yes, but that’s a functioning of the Five Eyes. Here we're talking
about our ordinary eyes, not the Five Eyes. There are various aspects
of Buddhism, so you shouldnt carelessly congregate everything

together and reflect upon it as a whole. .
5 p $0To be continued
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