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Pure Land Dharma-door — Earnest Vows

(continued)

- A talk by Bhikshu Jin Yan at Buddha Hall
- of CTTB on Dec. 26, 2012
* English Translation by Bhikshuni Jin Jing
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He made these compassionate vows in order to salvage various
ills of Buddhism and remedy the unfortunate situations. He
genuinely contributed his strength and walked his talk. What
he did never contradicted with what he said. More often than
not, in many situations, he would make vows, pricked his skin
to write in blood or burned incense on his skin to show his
determination. Sometimes, he would write in blood the Buddhas’
names Sutra or his passage of vows. I have read various passages of
his vows, many of them in fact. The incense he used to burn on
his skins every time he made vows would total up to 100 sticks
with all the passages of vows recorded in his works. Those that
were not recorded made the total number even higher. With the
number of times he’s burned incense on his skin, we could use
one Chinese idiom to describe him, “not a single spot on his skin
is left untouched.” This is the one thing I didn’t realize when I
read his works previously.

Another remarkable contribution Great Master Ou Yi had
was reading the Tripitaka — Vinayas, Shastras and Sutras. Not
only did he have insights after studying the Tripitaka, he also
wrote guidebooks to give directions on how to start reading the
Tripitaka. These two pieces of work are known as Looking at the
Billows and Ripples in the Sea of Dbharma and A Guide on Reading
the Tripitakas. Both books apprise us of information and outlines
regarding how to read the Tripitaks. They are very precious
Dharma Jewels that Master Ou Yi left for the generations to
come.

After this, there is still a bit of time left. I would like to
share one or two incidents I have seen and heard about Buddha

recitation.
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On my way back to the U.S. via Hong Kong, I stopped by
Xiamen to see my parents. I passed by Shenzhen and later
visited Clear Awakening Monastery and Manjushri Garden
in Chengdu and Lying Dragon Monastery in Xian, where I
rejoiced a one-day Chan session with the monastics there.
I have also visited the Dharma Gate Monastery in Fufeng.

When I was in Shenzhen, two students wished to
apply to our Instilling Goodness Elementary School and
Developing Virtue Secondary School. I brought back the
application forms they had filled out. The last name of a
student’s parents is He and she shared with me how she
practices the Buddha Dharma. She said she used to be a
very irritable and restless person. But one of her good point
is that whatever her master instructs her to do, she certainly
follows them truthfully.

According to her, her master assigns her a lot of Dharma
homework, all of which she can do. She gets up very early in
the morning, probably around two or three in the morning.
She bows to the Buddha three hundred times, then recites
the Infinite Life Sutra once and Amitabha Buddha’s name,
which is 50,000 times per day as instructed by her master.
She started out to use a counter to keep track of her
recitation and later discovered that such device was not
so useful. Now, instead, she would use time to keep track
her recitation. She counted her recitation per hour. She
recites 7,000 times per hour and keeps track of number of
hours she recites. And that’s how she counts 50,000 times.
She practices like this every single day. After her basic
homework is done, she prepares breakfast for her husband
and children. Upon hearing this, I was very moved. She
seems to be very healthy with vibrant energy. It is rare to
see a lay person could apply her effects in doing her daily
practices of reciting the Infinite Life Sutra and Buddha’s
name 50,000 times every day without any slippage. What
she has done encourages me a lot. I thought if a lay person
could do this, I, as a monk, should put in even more time
and energy in practicing this Dharma-door.

The second story I heard about is a bhikshuni, who is

now 136 years old and has attained the Buddha Recitation
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interview her but were turned down. The most important
thing is that she never discusses others’ rights and wrongs or

gossip. If people have affinities with her, she would give them

AR TR EN SRR RHTEEE - and direct the visitors toward the Pure Land dharma-door.
Fefs@reE s - @ This story has also impressed me a great deal. Amitabha! &
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Resolving Doubts - Q&A on Chan by Ven. Master Hua
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Q: How do I start investigating a Chan topic, such as “who is mindful of the Buddha?”

VM: Investigate “who is mindful of the Buddha?” in your mind, not with your mouth by asking
the question. You have to investigate. It is like drilling a hole with an awl. Once you drill through,
you will know. Before that, you will never know no matter how many questions you ask. This is
the Dharma-door that “cuts off words and languages and where thoughts cease to be.” No one can

describe it. Whatever others can tell you are all false.
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Q: What is the main purpose of sitting meditation?
VM: The benefits of sitting meditation are manifold. Whether you are studying at school, working or doing house work,
sitting in meditation daily can help you focus, reduce stress and improve your health. If you want to obtain true wisdom

and liberation, you should make it a habit and be persistent. Only then can you truly reach the state of ending birth and
death.
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Q: Is investigating Chan more dangerous and easier to fall into a demonic state?

VM: There are various causes and conditions for such a scenario. It is not just one kind of cause or condition. Some
cultivators are too selfish, with a strong view of self. They can never forget about themselves and always want to benefit
themselves. They cultivate solely for their own sake. Because of such selfish attitude, it is easier for them to fall into a

demonic state.
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Q: Master, I do not want to get out of meditation every time I am well into it.
What kind of attitude should I have to maintain this kind of state? If I want to
break through this level, what method should I use so that I will not fall into a
demonic state?

VM: It is wrong to attach to appearances, yet doing nothing at all, one falls into
nihilism. The “Vajra Sutra” says: “all appearances are false and illusory.” What state
is there to be attached to? “If one sees that all phenomenon has no appearances, one
sees the Tathagata”. If you keep searching at the superficial level, you will always stay

there no matter how much time you spend.
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