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My Return to CTTB:

Small Twists and Turns
in Obtaining the Visa

A talk given by Shen Hong Lan at CTTB
on December 4%, 2012
English Translation by QingHe
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I am an accountant and have spent much of my life dealing with
numbers. In 2008, I had the blessing of coming to visit CTTB for
the first time. When I arrived, I felt as if I was in the Pure Land,
with exotic birds and flowers all around the city. In China, such
sights are only seen in public gardens and parks, so I was greatly
attracted by the beauty of CT'TB. In addition, the monastics look
virtuous and adorned, and are a good role model for all of us. I
thought: it would be nice if I could live here and cultivate in such
a wonderful environment. My false thoughts would most certainly
lessen. Due to my profession, I am very stern and serious. As I
learned more about Buddhism, I felt I should change my attitude
and be more amiable to others. I must work hard in my cultivation
so that I can further my understanding of the Buddhadharma.

In May of 2009, my husband became ill, forcing me to
reluctantly leave CTTB and go back to China to take care of him.
Unfortunately, he passed away in December of 2010. I have three
grown children who all have their own families; my husband and I
live alone. After he passed away, my life was completely disrupted.
Due to the onset of loneliness and fear that followed his passing,
a neighbor had to stay with me during the day and my youngest
daughter had to stay with me at night. But after a while, I decided
that being a burden on other people’s lives was not a permanent
solution. My daughters suggested that I move to America because
a different environment would make me feel better, and I could
visit CTTB anytime I want. I thought that this was a good idea
and agreed.

The process of obtaining an immigration visa to the US in

China requires a trip to Guangzhou province, which is 27-28 hours
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away from the Northern region where I live. After the long journey
and resting for the night, we would deliver the necessary materials
to the Visa Center the next day, and do the interview the day after.
A very weird thing occurred on the day of the interview this time.
When it was my turn, instead of calling my name, the officer called
my husband’s name. I thought, “How weird! Why are they calling
my husband’s name? Is there someone here who shares the same
name?” I looked everywhere for this mysterious person, but no
one came forward. After the officer called again, I saw something
flash by in the corner of my eye, but there was no wind, not even a
breeze. When I looked closer, I saw the figure of my late husband
facing the officer. Wondering whether my husband’s spirit had
really come, I became scared. The officer called my name soon
“Take

your stuff to the officer over there; he will tell you what to do.”

after, and after looking through my materials, told me:

The second officer said that they needed the original copy of my
husband’s verification of death certificate. We had done what we
were told, but then they said it needed to be notarized. All we
could do was go home, notarize the documents, and send them in
as quickly as possible.

After the Lunar New Year in 2010, we received a notice from
the Visa Center in Guangzhou to come back, and I returned to
Guangzhou accompanied by my eldest son. Unexpectedly, not
only was I refused a visa, but my Green Card was also revoked.
I asked the officer, “I provided all the required documents. Why
am [ being refused?” He said that the decision had been made
by a superior and could not be changed. I insisted: “If it can’t be
changed, then at least give me an answer. Why am I being refused?”
The officer could only say, “Just come back a few months later.”
“Well,” I asked, “if I come back and the same thing happens, what
then?” He replied, “It wont happen, just come back later.” I went
home and reflected carefully, and discovered that it was my karma,
because I did the wrong thing. Although the seven-week-long
mourning period for my husband was not over yet, I was already
applying for a visa. This was not proper on my part. So whenever
I bowed to the Buddha, I would talk to my husband and tell him,
“You should support me in going to CTTB because I really am not
doing well by myself. Furthermore, when I am in CTTB, I will be
able to learn the Buddhadharma, bow to the Buddha, and transfer
merit to you. How wonderful that would be!” Simultaneously, I
prayed to the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas to ask them to make my
dream come true.

I went to the Visa Center in Guangzhou again in July of this
year. During my first day there, problems arose when I was getting
a physical checkup. I have chronic high blood pressure, but I

forgot to take my medication that day. Due to a blood pressure
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measurement of 198, the doctor said that it was not safe to give
me the necessary vaccinations. While my youngest daughter
rushed back to the hotel to get medication, I waited for her and
silently recited Guan Yin Bodhisattvas name. About twenty
minutes later, my blood pressure had miraculously dropped.
Upon second check, the doctor announced that it was safe to
do the vaccination. By the time my daughter had returned, I
was already done. After the physical was the visa application and
interview. But on the first day of the interview, I fell ill. Not only
was I pale and weak, I could not eat or drink, or even muster the
strength to get out of bed. My daughter immediately played a
recording of Medicine Master’s True Words for Anointing the Crown.
Seeing that my condition had improved slightly, she followed
up with a recording of Earth Store Bodhisattvas True Words for
Eradicating Karma. 1 was gradually able to sit up in bed. That
night, I continually recited Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s name and zhe
Universal Door Chapter. Unbelievably, 1 was able to get up the
next day and go to the Visa Center to submit my applications.
On the third day, I went to do the interview. This time around,
everything went very smoothly. I was the first person to be called
for the interview, and the American officer who looked over my
application was very polite and approved it without further ado.

I am very thankful to the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas for
helping me acquire my visa. I am truly fortunate to be able
to learn the Buddhadharma and come to CTTB to cultivate.
With our heavy karmic obstacles, how can living beings know
of the expedient methods and compassion of the Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas? It is only through the adversities in our lives that

we see the greatness of the Buddhadharma at its best. &8
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We welcome articles. Please send the articles to

vbs@drba.org

EXEHNE In America & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

BN In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Prajna Guan Yin Sagely Monastery

Batu 5 1/2, Jalan Sungai Besi, Salak Selatan
57100 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)7982-6560 Fax: (03) 7980-1272
Email: pgysm1@gmail.com
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