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White Mountains and
Black Waters

Nurture Rare Talent (continued)
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A new edition by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

Translated into English by Genglin Zheng and others
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44. Adventures in a Dream

Venerable Master Hua observed the mourning period for his mother by
sitting beside her grave. During that time, he fulfilled the wishes of those
that heard of his powers and seeked his help in curing their illnesses or
simply wanted to take refuge in him. Therefore, a steady stream of people
continuously arrived at his dwelling place until the Master could no longer
bear all of the disturbances. After the mourning period ended, he lived
in seclusion in the Amitabha Cave near the Eastern Mountain, an area
branched out from the Long White Mountain Range. There were dense,
pathless forests and lots of beasts dwelling there. When the Venerable Master
lived there, he ate wild plants and drank spring water. However, he would
sometimes come out of the mountain to buy lamp oil, incense sticks and
candles. One day he came down to visit Guan Zhongxi at his house in the
Beiyin River village, in the town of Lalin. When Guan Zhongxi’s nephew,
Guan Zhanhai, saw the Master, he was so surprised because he had met the

Master in his dream the night before.

Story in Venerable Master’s Own Words
At that time, Guan Zhanhai was about 21 or 22 years old. One day he
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had a dream. In his dream, I went to his home and was sitting on his brick bed.
He and his uncle knelt in front of me and requested me to teach them how to
cultivate the Way. I said, “You cannot request the Way, nor can you cultivate it,
because you have skins thick with offenses. ” His evil karma was represented by
this skin. In the dream, he still requested again to be accepted as my disciple.
He saw me peel a layer of skin from head to toe of his body, and throw it on the
ground, revealing a skin of a pig. I said, “I have peeled off your skin of offenses;
now you can cultivate the Way.” He asked, “How could I have a layer of pig skin
on my body?” I answered: “You always eat pork, of course you would have pig
skin on your body!” He became quite scared upon listening to me, and said to
me, “Oh, no! What is the use of being a useless pig?!” With this, he woke up.
Strangely, I showed up at his house the next day. He asked his uncle, “Do
you know this man?” His uncle said, “Yes, I have known him since the time

He said to his

uncle, “Last night I dreamed that this person came to our house, and now he is

when he was practicing filial piety beside his mother's grave.”

actually here.” His uncle was excited, “Really?” He said, “What did you dream
of?” Then he told his uncle that he knelt down in front of me and requested the
Way, peeling a pig skin from his body at his request. Having heard about the
dream, his uncle then said, “This person is endowed with the Way! And he has
brought it to our house. The two of us must certainly seek the Way from him!”
After talking, they went into the room where I was sitting, and closed the door.
Then while kneeling before me to request the Way, they asked me to be their
master.

I was only about 23 or 24 years old at that time. I said, “I cannot be anyone’s
master. I know little about the Way, and I am also still searching for the Way.”
He said, “We know you are a cultivator, so please, you must be our master.” I
said, “Don’t be in a hurry! If you want to find a master, I can introduce you to
more good knowing advisors. You can request the Way from those who do have
it!” I took them to meet Great Master Chang Ren and kept introducing them
to many other great cultivators for two years, but they were always dissatisfied.
Wherever they went, they did not want to take refuge with anyone, and still
insisted on taking me as their teacher.

Question: Why are there people that dream of you before they actually meet
you? Is that because they have an affinity with you from their past lives? Or is it
because you emit light so they could dream about you?

The Venerable Master: I don’t have so much light nor so much gasoline.
Everything has its own cause and effect! If there are deep affinities between
people, they will recall those memories, and the affinities from the past will
come into being. Lots of people feel really happy when they meet me. This is,
especially the case for young children who will do whatever I tell them to do.
When I was in Manchuria, people did not usually ask young people to bow to
someone or bow to the Buddha. However, when they met me, they would bow
to me and to the Buddha. Some would cry when they met me, and others would
be extremely delighted. If asked why they cried, they said that they felt like they

had lost touch with me for a long time.

» Continued on page 30
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«Continued from page 19

And they had endured a lot of injustices in the world.
When they saw me, they felt like they finally had come back to
their parents, so they could not help crying. There are so many
different cases like this, but I don’t want to tell you about them.
If T tell you, you will cry, too.

Question: You just mentioned the causes and conditions.
Some people met you, feeling like they had met you before. Is
this because of the causes and conditions from the past lives?

The Venerable Master: Yes, that seems to be the case, but

who knows?

$0To be continued




