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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on May 3, 1978
English Translation by Jin Yan Shr, James Robert, Brooks Hansard
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The Venerable One was from the Kingdom “Flower Citadel (Pataliputra).”
The Tenth Patriarch, who was traveling and teaching the Dharma, reached
this kingdom and was resting beneath a tree. The Venerable One (the Eleventh
Patriarch) happened to come by and encountered the Tenth Patriarch. He
stood with his palms together before the Tenth Patriarch. The Tenth Patriarch
asked: “Where did you come from?” He replied: “My mind does not go.”
The Patriarch asked: “Where is your dwelling?” He answered: “My mind does
not dwell.” The Patriarch asked: “You have no fixed dwelling?” Answer: “All
Buddhas are that way.” The Patriarch then said: “You are not yet one of those
Buddhas.” Answer: “Nor are those Buddhas.”
Thereupon, the (Tenth) Patriarch spoke the verse:

This very ground had turned to gold,
The coming of a sage foretold,
Sitting beneath the Bodbi tree,
Enlightenment’s flower will unfold.

Knowing the Venerable Punyayashas’s intent, the Tenth Patriarch had his
head shaved and transmitted to him the Complete Precepts. Later he bestowed
upon him the Great Dharma. After the Eleventh Patriarch received the
Dharma, he traveled spreading the Dharma until he reached Varanasi. There
he transmitted the Dharma to Ashvaghosha, the “Horse-Cry” Bodhisattva.
Then and there he manifested spiritual transformations and serenely entered

stillness. The great assembly built a precious pagoda to enshrine his body.
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Commentary:

The Venerable One was from the Kingdom “Flower Citadel.” This Venerable
One’s name was Punyayashas. There was a kingdom in India called “Flower Citadel,”
and the Venerable One was from there.

The Tenth Patriarch, who was traveling and teaching the Dharma, reached this
kingdom and was resting beneath a tree. The Tenth Patriarch was the one whose
> The Tenth

Patriarch came to the kingdom of Flower Citadel. I do not know what it looks like

ribs never touched the mat and therefore was called the “Venerable Ribs.’

because I have never been to this “Flower Citadel,” nor have you been there either. In
conclusion, it is the name of a very ancient kingdom in India. Whether we know or
not about this kingdom does not matter, the only thing we need to know is that he was
not from China, right? He was an Indian. If you really want to check the geographical
position of “Flower Citadel” or check what the modern name of the ancient country
is, that’s really too much trouble. Don’t spend your efforts in this kind of meaningless
work—ryou look up ancient things and look up modern things; you look up and look
down again and again until you die. Think it over, isn't it this way? After you die of
looking things up, you get reborn and start looking things up again. The more you look
up, the more you get confused!

And was resting beneath a tree. He was resting beneath the tree. Because his ribs
would never touch the mat when he was resting, he did not need to rest inside a house
but outside; he ate one meal a day, and sat beneath a tree, pretty much like what we
do. At this time, he pointed to the ground with his right hand, and proclaimed to the
assembly: “Once the ground turns gold, a sage will appear.” As soon as he finished
speaking, the ground turned golden.

The Venerable One (the Eleventh Patriarch) happened to come by and
encountered the Tenth Patriarch. He stood with his palms together before the Tenth
Patriarch. This Venerable One is the Eleventh Patriarch, Puyayashas. He came to the
tree, and at the same time the Venerable Ribs came to sit in meditation posture. He
then came up facing the Venerable Ribs and placed his palms together, standing there
firmly like a wooden statue. I am not slandering him; he was literally standing like that!

The Patriarch asked: “Where did you come from?” The Tenth Patriarch asked
him, “From what place did you come from?”

He replied: “My mind does not go.” He answered: “My mind comes from
nowhere!”

The Tenth Patriarch asked: “Where is your dwelling?” The Tenth Patriarch then
asked, “ Where do you currently reside?”

“My mind does not dwell” was the answer. He then answered, “My mind is not
residing in any specific place.” This was as what the Vajra Sutra says, “One should have
a mind that dwells nowhere.” The word “dwell” is also referred to as “attachment.” Thus
was the repartee between them.

The Patriarch said: “You have no fixed dwelling?” The Tenth Patriarch then said,
“You do not have a fixed place to live?”

Answer: “All Buddhas are that way.” He answered, “All Buddhas are like this!”

The Patriarch then said: “You are not yet one of those Buddhas.” The Tenth
Patriarch then said, “You are not yet a Buddha!” It means that he has not yet attained
Buddhahood!

Answer: “Nor are those Buddhas.” He then answered, “Nor do those Buddhas

exist!” Look at this! .
s0To be continued



