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The First Chinese New Year Celebration in CTTB

I/ LAY REE

By Editorial Staff / English translation by Michael Lu
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The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is a multicultural and multiethnic
place that attracts people from all over the world. Although the Venerable
Master Hua, who founded the monastery, had many Western disciples
during the early years, as time passed, the number of disciples from
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam, and China has
drastically increased. In addition, the goal of education at Instilling
Goodness Elementary School and Developing Virtue Secondary School
is to impart the Confucian concepts of loyalty and filiality. Many parents
are the “modern parents of Mencius,” cultivating and residing in the City
with their children. Therefore, traditional Chinese culture is deeply rooted
within the City. As a result, celebrating Chinese New Year is always a big
event.

As the first day of the Kui-Si Year approaches, intricately made
Chinese lanterns hang everywhere in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.
The City brims with joy of the New Year. On the morning of the Lunar
New Year, many people came to the temple to offer incense, bow to the
Buddhas, recite mantras, and pray for blessings. At noon, in the brilliant
sunshine, the Lion Dance, Dragon Dance, and Drumming teams of
the Boys’ School, as well as the newly formed Girls’ School Drumming
team, wore their dazzling costumes and paraded from the Front Gate
to the square in front of the Buddha Hall. The audience delightedly
followed the procession and the scene was spectacular. At twelve-twenty,
the performances began: the students of the Boys and Girls’ Schools
performed with energy and enthusiasm as both adults and children
watched with relish. Throughout each performance, the audience
continuously responded with warm applause.

In order to let his daughters get a clear view, a father holds his little
daughter in his arms while his older daughter sits atop his shoulders as

they eagerly watch the Dragon Dance, with two Girls” School drummers
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_;'.f'standing in front of her. Without eve
~ a word, the two students lifted the little .
she could sit on their “armchair” and watch the
ight. It was quite exhausting for the two students,
essions, one could see that they were happy to do so.
Itwasat

This was the first time the Boys” and Girls’ Schools held a Chinese New

Year celebration. Not only did it bring joy and happiness to the occasion,

y heartwarming moment.

it also displayed the various talents of the students. The visitors happily

departed and the event was brought to a successful close at 12:50 PM. &



