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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on March 10, 1978
English Translation by Jin Yan Shr, Trent Ly,

Suew Wong, James Robert, Sun Song
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A verse in praise says:
His ribs had never touched the mat,
How earnest he was walking the Path,
Auspicious light shone on the stage,
As if smashing through the iron wall.
In six ways the earth shook and quaked,
His eyebrows cross, his nose was straight,
For all eternity he set,

The standards for humans and gods.

Commentary:

His ribs had never touched the mat, how earnest he was walking the Path. His ribs
never came into contact with the mats he used. He was especially earnest in his practice--
his earnestness was beyond compare!

Auspicious light shone upon the stage as if smashing through the iron wall.
Auspicious light appeared and shone all about the stage, like light breaking through the
iron wall.

In six ways the earth shook and quaked, his eyebrows cross, his nose was straight.
This earth completely shook with six different kinds of quakes. His eyebrow was horizontal
and his nose was vertical. Do you see that his nose was vertical and his eyebrow horizontal?
Are all your eyebrows horizontal, or vertical? Are your noses straight, or horizontal? I cant
calculate this number, you can probably approximate it.

For all eternity he set the standards for humans and gods. Throughout time, he is

the Dharma model for humans and gods.
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Another verse says:

His ribs had never touched the mat, his practice resolute,

His deeds embodied principle, for all the standard set.

Just like the pine and cypress that bears the cold, which everyone reveres,
The sun and moon shine everywhere, and everyone delights.

Beyond compare his character, lofty, noble and bright,

His vows are vast and resolute; whose could be as complete?

In every time and every place, his rain nourishes all beings,

All gaze upon him in the halo of auspicious light.

Commentary:

His ribs never touched the mat, his practice was resolute. Why did his ribs never
touched the mat? It is because his practice was very solid.

His deeds embodied his principle, for all the standard set. He walks his talk and
became a role model for all.

Just like the pine and cypress that bears the cold, which everyone reveres. No
matter how cold it is, the pine tree and cypress tree are not afraid of the cold. That is
why people admire the pine tree for its “unwavering determinations” and believe that
the pine and cypress trees are very good.

The sun and moon shining everywhere and everyone delights. The light shone
from the sun and moon is favored by all without exception.

Beyond compare his character, lofty, noble and bright. This kind of cultivation
was very lofty; his integrity was so fine that nobody can be in comparison with him.

His vows are vast and resolute; whose could be as complete. This type of courage
and resolve cannot be matched. For this kind of great aspiration and vow power he had,
is there anyone who can be in comparison with him?

In every time and every place, his rain nourishes all beings. All people of the past
and present, in China or outside of China, receive his nourishment of teachings.

All gaze upon him in the halo of auspicious light. His character and cultivation

were like auspicious light and haze that everyone looks up to him. &

Talks by Venerable Master HsuanHua

"Happy New Year to everyone!" Today is the first day of Chinese New Year, we
a # g must resolve to be good people and not be as confused as in the past. Learning

Buddhism is to learn wisdom and we must not continue to do muddled things
anymore. At times, intentionally or unintentionally we do muddled things,
but we must then have the courage to turn over a new leaf.

This is the year of snake. Snakes can be good or venomous. Good snakes
will not bite people, but if one were bitten by poisonous snakes, one’s life
would be endangered. Therefore, it is better not to kill any snakes this year,
nor should we go hunting or fishing because hunting and fishing could also
be perilous. More importantly, do not get angry with anyone and should get
along with everyone in harmony.

#‘ %— #1,%E  Follow the Rules in the Year of the Snake



