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(Disciple: It means the Buddha.) Are there
any other meanings? You can also say it
means the Thus Come One. It also means
Worthy of Offerings. It also means the Thus
Come One, One Worthy of Offerings, One
of Proper and Pervasive Knowledge, One
Perfect in Clarity and Conduct, Well-Gone
One, Unsurpassed Knight who Understands
the World, Taming and Subduing Hero,
Teacher of Gods and People, Buddha, World
Honored One — all together, there are ten
meanings. Why not just translate it as the
Buddha or the World Honored One? It is
because Bhavagan has six meanings in the
mantra. Due to its many fold meanings, it
is not translated. If it is translated, it will not
encompass so many meanings.

The first of the six meanings is attaining
great freedom. When one attained true
prajna wisdom, one will understand all states
and resolve them readily. It is likened to a
blade, which can cut through everything.
Prajna wisdom is like a very sharp blade that
can cut through all obstacles and afflictions;
therefore, one will ultimately attain bliss.

The second meaning is blazing. It is
analogous to fire burning intensively and
there is no smoke regardless how high the
flame shoots up. Splashing water on the fire
will not put it out, either. This is the meaning
of blazing. The Buddha has the Thirty-
two Heroic Marks and Eighty Subsidiary
Features, which are blazing like intense fire.

Another meaning is proper and noble.
Proper means upright and noble means
dignified and distinguished. He is the noble
one with great dignity and adorned with
myriad conducts. There is another meaning
which praises the name. This name is heard
everywhere. When all the living beings in the
ten directions and three periods of time hear
the Buddha’s name, all of them praise the
Buddha happily. This is known as praising

the name.
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Another meaning is Auspicious. No matter who sees the Buddha or the
Bhagavan, they will be auspicious and receive benefits. That is why people
bow to the Buddhas. Bowing to Buddhas will bring auspiciousness and
efficacious responses. The sixth meaning is renowned. The Buddha is the
most renowned one in the transcendent realms. There is nothing more
distinguished than the Buddha; therefore, he is called the Bhagavan. The
wisest among all people refers to wisest man among all people. This fulfills
the requirement of a host.

At Rajagrha — Rajagrha is a city at Shravasti in India. It is also the
city which King Ajatasatru had ruled. At the Grdhrakiita Mountain refers
to the Vulture peak; it is about five miles from the city of Rajagrha. This
mountain is manifested from living beings appearance division of the
eighth consciousness; therefore, the mountain appeared. This mountain
fulfills the requirement of a place.

Spiritual powers — spiritual has an underlying meaning of natural and
is similar to the meaning of heavens. Powers means the ability to penetrate
without obstructions. Shakyamuni Buddha is this Bhagavan, who uses this
great spiritual power to manifest. To manifest is to show and let everyone
know about it. Vast refers to massiveness of our intrinsic nature, which is
equivalent to emptiness. Similar to emptiness, it has no appearance, no
attachments and no body, thus it is unobstructed. According to the “three
virtues that must be praised”, this falls into the category of prajna virtue.
Pure and sublime belongs to the true substance of the intrinsic nature.
The true substance of the intrinsic nature is replete with these pure and
sublime merits. This belongs to virtue of liberation. It does not come into
being nor does it cease to be and thus, attaining a certain kind of liberation.
Unobstructed is the substance of nature. The fundamental substance of the
nature is replete with all merit and virtue and pervades the Dharma Realms.
This is the virtue of the Dharma Body.

Shakyamuni Buddha used his spiritual powers, at this place of awakening
and expounded Dharma to infinite living beings. What kind of Dharma
was spoken? He proclaimed the most profound Dharma, the Dharma of
the interfusing the faculties. To proclaim is to use all kinds of expedient
methods to explain and express this Dharma in the simplest terms. This
Dharma is most profound. What kind of Dharma is most profound? It is
the Dharma of the states at one time—the Dharma of interfusing faculties
was being expounded. Faculties are the six organs and interfusing means
to being combined together. So, these six faculties are interfused into one
faculty, and this one faculty can be divided into six. How is it that six
faculties can fuse into one? Every faculty has six functions, thus, every
faculty is replete with six faculties. When the functions of six faculties are
combined, the six faculties can function interchangeably. Eyes can talk;
ears can eat. Hence, this is known as the Dharma-door of interfusing
faculties. 'This Dharma is spoken to eradicate living beings’ offenses and

ridding their doubts.
s0To be continued
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