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| Saw the Buddha!
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A talk by Zheng Guo Lian at Buddha Hall
on December 24", 2011
English Translation by Lotus Lee

I'am Guo Lian, Simon Lau’s (Guo Rui) wife. Today I would like to tell everyone
about the passing of Guo Rui’s father, and the responses received from reciting
the Buddha’s name for him.

Guo Rui’s father passed away in 2008. Before that he was already sick. One
day he felt a lot of pain, and we had to take him to the hospital. The doctor
told us to gather all the family members because he might pass away at any
moment; there was nothing else they could do for him. All of us were very
sad when we heard this. Guo Rui knew that there was no time to waste, and
reminded his father to recite Amitabha’s name. His father had taken refuge
with the Venerable Master and believed in the Buddha. However, we were not
sure if he recited the Buddha’s name regularly, so Guo Rui gravely told him:
“Do not think or worry about anything anymore. Just concentrate on reciting
the Buddha’s name, and hope that the Buddha will come to take you to the
Land of Ultimate Bliss.” His father listened and started recited the Buddha’s
name sincerely.

In truth, asking Guo Rui’s father to recite the Buddha’s name in his condition

would probably be very strenuous for him, but he did it very well, and recited
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sincerely and clearly. We all stayed there and
recited the Buddha’s name with him.

Slowly, slowly, he recited the Buddha’s
name in this manner. The next day, the
doctor who came to check on his condition
seemed to be quite taken aback, as if he was
surprised to see that Guo Rui’s father had
not passed away yet. By their judgment, he
should have gone already. That afternoon,
Guo Rui’s father suddenly told us, “I see the
Buddha!”

Guo Rui asked him if the Buddha had
told him anything. He replied, “Yes! The
Buddha said that he would come take me
to the Pure Land in three days.” He added
that not only had he seen lotus flowers, he
even saw the Venerable Master in the room.
In addition, Guo Rui’s father used to have
very poor eyesight, with a maximum range
of six inches. Consequently, we always had
to get very close to let him see us clearly. But
now he told us: “There’s no need for you to
come up close. I can see you all very clearly
now. It feels like all the pain in my body
has disappeared.” He felt very comfortable.
After he saw the Buddha and the Venerable
Master, it seemed as if he got better day by day. However,
three days later, he passed away peacefully between 11
and 12 o’clock in the morning.

We hung a drawing of the Three Sages of the Western
Pure Land on the wall at the head of the bed. After he
passed away, the drawing fell from the wall by itself. Guo
Rui said: “Dad has left us now.” When he saw the drawing
fall, he knew that Amitabha had come to take his father
to the Pure Land.

We should take advantage of this wonderful Dharma
Door that Amitabha Buddha gave us and recite the
Buddha’s name more often. I hope that one day, all of us
will be reborn in the Land of Ultimate Bliss. Amitabha!

Guo Rui (Simon Lau) is one of the Venerable Master’s
disciples who was a carpenter and provided much assistance
when the gate at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas was
being remodeled. &
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